IT Dies 
gested 
"© Dep 
ard ne, 
leriing 
houp of 
the at. 
sy there 


erestiny 
Ce, pat 
Dect of 
of the 
alts, the 
ib Ou 
of the 
O revert 


TM, 


neatly 


o hand. 


-houses 
t of one 
the sale 

in this 
rror, of 


ent has 
7 has of 
, as he 





THE 


CHRISTIAN 


OBSERVER. 


[FROM THE LONDON EDITION. | 





— 
— 





as 
—— 


No. 175.] 


JULY, 1816. 


: 9 
|No.7. Vor XV. 











— — 


— ai 








— 


en 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


bor the Christian Observer. 
oME ACCOUNT OF BISHOP BEDELL. 
(Continued from p. 315.) 
A.rnovcu Bishop Bedell was very 


calous in maintaining the purity of 


‘hristian doctrine against the Ro- 
nish corruptions, he was moderate in 
espect to points of less essential im- 
nort. He was very friendly to the 
design of reconciling the Lutherans 
und Calvinists, and took great pains 
0 promote it, not only by corres- 
ponding largely on the subject, but 
by contributing 20/. a year to defray 
the expense attending the negocia- 
ion for that purpose carried on by 
ir. Drury. His tenderness towards 
hose who differed from him is ex- 
empliied in a sermon which he 
preached before the House of Com- 
mons of Ireland, in which he reprov- 
ed the angry and contentious spirit 
ofthe age. ‘Our calling,” he ob- 
serves, “is to deal wih errors, not 
to disgrace the man with scolding 
words. ‘Those who take this course 
shall find but small thanks at the 
hands of Christ our Captain. And 
this is my poor opinion concerning 
our dealing with the Papists them- 
selves, perchance differing from men 
of great note in Christ’s family, Mr. 
Luther, and Mr. Calvin, and others. 
But yet we must live by rules, not 
by examples; and they were men 
Who, perhaps by complexion or 
otherwise, were given too much to 
anger and heat. The rule of the 
Apostle is plain, even of such as 
are the slaves of Satan, that we 
must with lenity instruct them.— 
But when men, agreeing with our- 
selves in the main, shall vary never 
80 little from us in points of less 
Christ. Obsery. No. 175. 


consequence, and when these mole 
hills shall be made mountains, and 
unbrotherly terms be given, sucha 


course savours not of meekness. It 


would hurt even a good cause thus to 
handle it.’ ** He that in matters of 
controversy shall bring meekness to 
his defence undoubtedly he shall over- 
come in the manner of handling; 
and if he ** bring truth also, he shall 
prevail at last in the matter.’’ “ But 
the Papists call us heretics, miscre- 
ants, dogs, and persecute us with 
more deadly hatred than Jews and 
Turks. » Thus did Saul for a while; 
yet he was a chosen vessel, to bear 
Christ’s name over the world. Let 
us maintain our charity to them, as 
we are wont to bear with the weak. 
ness of our friends or children, when, 
in hot fevers or phrensies, they mis- 
call us.” 

He was very precise in observing 
the forms and rules of the Church 
in the performance of public service, 
always assisting with great devotion 
when the Common Prayer was read 
in his cathedral. He constant] 
preached there twice on the Sunday 
from the Epistles and Gospels for 
the day, catechising before the after. 
noon sermons; and he made a point 
of preaching himself before the jud- 
ges when they made their half-yearly 
circuit, 

An allusicn has already been made 
to the Irish rebellion, which burst 
forth in 1641. The design of the 
disaffected was to avail themselves of 
the distracted state of Great Britain 
at that period, and the careless secu- 
rity of the Irish Government, from 
which the Earl of Strafford had some 
time before been recalled, to shake 
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off the Enclish yoke, and re-possess 
themselves of the estates that had 
belonged to their ancestors. It was 
ad part of the plan to seize the castle 
of Dublin, which was well stored 
with ammunition; but this was pre- 
vented by a seasonable discovery.— 
In almost every other part of Ire- 
land, particularly in Ulster, the Eng- 
lish and Scotch fell into the hands of 
the rebels, who butchered them In 
vast numbers, and reckoned it an act 
of clemency to strip them naked and 
spare their lives. About the house 
of Bishop Bedell, however, a secret 
guard seemed to be set; for akthough 
-around him there was nothing but 
fire and blood and desolation, yet 
from the 25d of October, the day on 
which the rebellion broke out, until 
the 18th of December following, he 
and all that were within his walls, 
remained unmolested. Numbers 
had fled to him for shelter. He re- 
ceived all that came, and shared with 
>them whatever he had ; inviting them 
to turn with him to God, and to pre- 
pare for that death which they had 
reason hourly to expect. The re- 
bels, however, were wonderfully re- 
strained. They seemed overcome 
by what they knew of his exemplary 
conduct, and of the tenderness and 
charity he had always expressed for 
them; and often said, he should be 
the last Englishman that should be 
yt out of Ireland. Indeed, he was 
the only Englishman in the county of 
Cavan who was suffered to continue 
in his own house undisturbed. Not 
only his house but all the out-build. 
ings, as well asthe church and cbhurch- 
yard, were filled with people, many of 
whom had lived in affluent circum- 
stances, but who were now glad of a 
little straw to lie upon, and of a little 
boiled wheat to eat. They did eat in- 
deed the bread of sorrow, and min- 
gled their cup with tears.—The Bi- 
shop strove to encouragethem to trust 
in God; and on the first Sunday after 
the calamity had fallen upon them, he 
preached to them from the third 
Psalm, applying it to their condition. 


During this period the titujar p:. 
shop of Kilmore, whose name was 
Swiney, desired to be admitted into 
Bishop Bedell’s house, under pre- 
tence of protecting him. The off, 
however, was declined, partly on “. 
count of the crowded state of hi, 
house, partly on account of the gif 
ference of religious worship, anq 
partly lest the presence of the titular 
bishop might turnish a pretext {oy 
persons to come there with purposes 
of robbery and murder. “ For my 
own part,” he adds, [I am resolved 
to trust to the Divine protection. Toa 
Christian, and a bishop, now almost 
seventy, no death for the cause of 
Christ can be bitter ; on the contra. 
ry, nothing is more desirable. And 
though Task nothing for myselfalone, 
yet if you will require the people, 
under an anathema, not to do any 
other acts of violence to those whom 
they have so oft beaten, spoiled, and 
stripped, it will be both acceptable 
to God, henourable to yourself, and 
happy to the people if they obey you. 
But 1f not, consider that God will re- 
member all that is now done,” This 
letter, the Jast the Bishop ever wrote, 
manifests an extraordinary share of 
Christian courage and discretion— 
The titular Bishop, however, was 
impatient to occupy the palace, and 
Bishop Bedell was ordered by the 
rebels to scnd away the people who 
had collected about him, He relus. 
ed to obey this order, resolving to 
live and die with them, Qn the 18th 
of December, an order arrived {or 
his forcible removal.;. and he and his 
family were carried to the castle of 
Lochwater, the titular Bishop taking 
possession of all that belonged to him, 
and saying mass next Sunday in the 
church. All except the Bishop were 
at first put in irons; but these were 
afterwards taken off, and they were 
allowed to join in the worship af 
God, which was now their only con 
fort. The house being in a very "Ur 
nous state, they suffered much from 
the inclemency of the weather. Thelt 
provisions, which were given in sul 
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gcient abundance, they were obliged 
to cook for themselves. But they 
sejoiced in God in the midst of their 
fictions ; and the Bishop especially 
took joyfully the spoiling of his goods 
and the imprisonment of his person. 
vne day after his arrival, he preach- 
ed, and again on Christmas day, when 
ne administered the sacrament to his 
jittle flock, the keepers having chari- 
tably supplied bim with bread and 
wine. They often told the Bishop 
they had no quarrel agatnst him, 
their only ground of severity being 
that he was an Englishman. 

About this time four rebels of rank 
having being taken prisoners, it was 
proposed to exchange them for the Bi- 
shop, his two sons, and the Rev. Mr. 
Clogy. The exchange was effected on 
the 7th of Jan. 16425 and these four 
were permitted to retire to the house 
ofthe Rev. Dennis O’Shereden, who, 
though he had married an English 
woman and become a Protestant, In 
which profession he continued firm, 
was nevertheless respected on. ac- 
count of his high Irish extraction. — 
Here the Bishop spent the few 
remaining days of his pilgrimage ; 
having his latter end so fully in view 
that he seemed dead to the world, 
and longing for the coming of the 
day of God. 

During the last Sabbaths of his life, 
though three ministers were present, 
he read prayers and preached himself. 
On the 9th of January, he preached 
from Psalm xliy.; on the 16th, from 
Psalm Ixxix.; on the 23d, from the 
last ten verses of Psalm Ixxi.; and 
on the 30th, the last Lord’s day on 
which he had strength enough to 
Preach, from Psalm exliv. Qa the 
7th and 11th verses he dwelt witia 
so much feeling, repeating them a. 
gain and again, that these around bim 
regarded it as a presage of his ap- 
Poaching dissolution. He was ta- 
ken ill the next day ; and on the 3d 
of February, apprehending his de- 
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parture to be nigh, he called for his 
sons and his sons’ wives, and spoke 
to them to this effect:—* I am now 
going the way of all flesh; but I 
know that when this earthly taberna- 


cle is dissolved, I have a building of 


God, an house pot made with hands, 
eternal inthe heavens, I desire even 
now to depart and to be with Christ. 
I ascend to my Father and your Fe- 
ther, through the all-sufficient merits 
of Jesus Christ my Redeemer, who 
ever liveth to ‘intercede for me, and 
who has washed me from my sins in 
his own blood. My record is on 
high that I have laboured to glorify 
God in the ministry of the Gospel. 
1 have preached righteousness in the 
great congregation, and have not re- 
frained my lips, O Lord, thou know- 
est. IT have hada desire from my 
youth up to this day to walk before 
God in truth and with an upright 
heart. But even the things which 
were gam to me formerly, these I 
now count loss for Christ; yea I 
count ali things but loss that 1 may 
win him, and be found in him, not 
having my own righteousness which 
is of the law, but that which is 
throuch the faith of Christ, the righ- 
teousness which is of God by faith. 
And now I am persuaded that no- 
thing shall be able to separate me 
from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus my Lord. O my chil- 
dren, let nothing separate you from 
the love of Christ. Love not the 
world, nor the things of it. Be 
faithful unto death, that we may meet 
joyfully together on the right hand 
of Christ.. Choose rather to suffer 
affliction with God’s people than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son, which will be bitterness in the 
end. What can ye look for but woe 
upon woe, while the man of sin is 
thus suffered to rage, and while those 
who should have withstood his rage 
are divided about trifles? But rejoice, 
if ye are partakers of Christ's suffer- 
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ings, that when his glory shall be re- 
vealed, ye may be glad also with ex- 
ceeding joy. God will assuredly 
visit you in due time. Though ye 
now sow in tears, ye shall reap in 
joy; for my God will supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory, 
by Christ Jesus. God of his infinite 
mercy bless you all, and present you 
holy and unreprovable in his sight, 
that we may meet again at our Sa- 
viour’s right hand. O Lord,I have 
waited for thy salvation ; and now I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom 
I have believed, and that he is able 
to keep that which I have commit- 
ted unto him against that day.” 
After this he spoke little, his 
speech failing, and slumbered most 
of his time until midnight on the 7th 
of February, when he entered into 
his everlasting rest. His friends ap- 


plied to the titular Bishop, now in 
possession of his see, for leave to 
bury him. They found him in a 
state of drunkenness, and the house, 
which formerly was a house of prayer 
and good works, a place of riot and 


uncleanness. When he was reco- 
vered from his intoxication, he con- 
sented, though with some difficulty, 
to permit the body to be laid in the 
church-yard, which was done on the 
9th of February; the Irish attending 
in great numbers, and firing a volley 
over his grave, crying out at the same 
time, ‘ Requiescat in pace ultimus 
Anglorum,” 

Thus lived and died this truly 
apostolical Bishop. May the solemn 
language of his bright example have 
its effect on his successors of the 
present day! Such an argument 
would avail more in favour of Epis- 
copacy than piles of controversy. 

The person of Bishop Bedeli was 
tall and graceful. His deportment 
was unaffectedly grave, and his dress 
simple. He wore a long and broad 
beard, which gave him a very vener- 
able appearance. He had great 
strength of body, which continued 
firm to within a week of his death. 
He was fond of gardening, and he 


{ July, 


used to take exercise by digging in hig 
garden. His eye-sight sustained yo 
decay fromage; and his judgment anq 
memory seemed also unimpaired, He 
always preached without notes, by 
sometimes wrote down his medity. 
tions afterwards. His style was plain 
and simple, His sermons were al] de. 
signed to infuse into the hearts of his 
hearers, right views and cordial ap. 
prehensions of the great truths of the 
Gospel, and he did this with the more 
effect in consequence of the deep in. 
terest he evidently felt inthem himself. 

The Bishop’s main study was the 
Scripture. The Hebrew and the 
Septuagint were as familiar to him 
as the English. He had collected 
large mass of critical expositions and 
sermons on different parts of Scrip. 
ture, which were destroyed ly 
the rebels. A great Hebrew manu. 
script, which was saved with a few 
other books by an Irishman whom he 
had converted, was placed in the ji- 
brary of Emmanuel College, Cam. 
bridge. LEvery day, after dinner and 
supper, a chapter of the Bible was 
read at his table, whoever were pre 
sent, whether Papists or Protestants, 
and on that occasion a Bible was 
placed before each person of the 
company. He always. prayed hin- 
self thrice a day in his family, ina 
set form ; and was also his own chep- 
lain at meals. Of the Sabbath he 
was a most strictobserver, He wrote 
many controversial works, chielly 
with a view to convert persons from 
the Romish communion. A trealis¢ 
in reply to the question, Where was 
our Religion before Luther, and 
what became of our ancestors who 
died Papists? which he had resolved 
to publish, was lost in the rebellion 
His correspondence was very extel- 
sive not only with divines in England, 
butall over Europe, for he wrote both 
Latin and Italian with greatelegance. 
His conversation was free, but una’ 
suming, and highly instructive. His 
table was always plain, but plentilully 
supplied, and he exercised a tue 
hospitality in housekeeping. Many 
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or Irish families were maintained 
put of his kitchen; and during the 
Cpristmas season, the poor were 
mde to eat with him at his own 
able He was a man of an un- 


junted courage, and yet of singu- 


jar hamility. He lived with his 
clergy as brethren, and avoided all 
afiectation Of state or greatness. 
His great humility made the more 
secret patts of his character as 
to his communication with God less 
known, except as they appeared in 
that best and surest indication, his 
jif, A journal which he daily 
kept, but which was destroyed with 
his other papers, would probably 
have thrown much light on this 
matter. He considered himself 
as bound to his see, by an indisso- 
jublle tie; and when an English 
bishopric was offered to him, he re- 
fused it, 

Bishop Bedell did not regard re- 
ligion so much as a system of opin- 
ions or a set of forms, as a Divine 
discipline that changes the heart and 
life. These words were often in his 
mouth; ‘Et is not leaves but fruit 
that I seek.” This was the true 
principle of his zeal against Popery. 
It was not the peevishness of party, 
or the influence of interest, or the 
sourness of controversy, that ranged 
him against it; but a thorough con- 
viction that the corruptions of that 
church enervated the true design of 
Christianity. 

His wife, who was of the family of 
the L’Estranges of Suffolk, was a 
person distinguished fer her piety 
and many other excellent qualities, 
She bore him three sons and a 
daughter. One son and the daugh- 
ter died young. Mrs. Bedell died 
three years before the rebellion broke 
out; and the Bishop himself preached 
her funeral sermon from these words, 

A good name is better than oint- 
ment,” with so much feeling as 
deeply to touch all who heard him. 
He was buried beside her; and over 
him was placed this simple inscrip- 


tion, by the directions of his will, 
‘© Depositum Gulielmi quondam E- 
piscopi Kilmorensis”—meaning by 
“ Depositum” something given in 
trust to another. His memory, 
however, does not depend on any 
monumental eulogy. It will outlive 
the marble or the brass; and be will 
ever be held one of the lasting glo- 
ries not only of his order but of his 
age, a speaking apology for the 
Church of Engiand, and for Chris- 
tianity itself, ’ 

“With respect to his family, he 
provided his eldest son with a bene- 
fice of eighty pounds a year, where 
he continued to labour with a fide- 
lity worthy of bis descent. ‘To his 
second son, who was not a man of 
letters, ‘he left an estate of 60/. a 
year, 

We conclude this article with the’ 
plous prayer of Bishop Burnet, used 
in reterence to the subject of it. 
“© May the great Shepherdand Bishop 
of souls so inspire all that are the 
overseers of that flock which he pur- 
chased with his own blood, that in 
imitation of all those glorious pat- 
terns that are in church history, and 
of this in the last age that is inferior 
to very few thatany former age produ- 
ced, they may watch over the flock ot 
Christ, and so feed and govern them, 
that the mouths of all adversaries 
may be stopped; that this apostolical 
order, recovering its primitive spiric 
and vigour, may be received and 
obeyed with that same submission 
and esteem that was paid to it in for- 
mer times ; that all differences about 
lesser matters being laid aside, peace 
and truth may again flourish, and the 
true ends of religion and church 
government be advanced; and that 
instead of biting, devouring, and 
consuming one another as we do, we 
may all build up one another in ou: 
most holy faith. Amen.” 


—  — 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tne Appendix to the volume of 
«“ Sermons on Subjects chiefly practi- 




































Bike 


Ss 


at AT 


tee 


te Rena: 


=. a on pee t 


420 


cal,” recently published by the Re- 
verend John Jebb, Rector of Abing- 
ton, in Ireland, has already excited 
some notice in the pages of the 
Christian Observer. The impor- 
tance, however, of .the subject, and 
the high respectability of the author, 
may perhaps justify a more extended 
examination of the opinions contained 
in that Appendix, than your former 
correspondent thought it necessary 
to undertake. Under this idea, I 
venture to trouble you with the fol- 
Jowing observations; sensible that 
they are very imperfect, yet trusting 
that they may suggest to your read- 
ers some points of consideration not 
wholly useless. 

The object of Mr. Jebb’s Appen- 
dix is to shew, that the Church of 
England occupies a very peculiar sta- 
tion in the Christian world, consti- 
tuting a sort of species in herself. 
Adopting at the outset a representa- 
tion given by Mosheim, that the Bri- 
tish are, in religion, equally separated 
from the Roman Church on the one 
hand and the great body of the Pro- 
testant communities on the other, the 
author proceeds to prove the reality 
and to illustrate the nature of this 
alleged distinction. “The Church of 
Rome, he observes, fetters the judg- 
ment of her followers in the inter- 
pretation of Scripture, by enjoining 
implicit subjection to the authority 
ofa livingexpositor. The generali- 
ty of the reformed churches rush 
into the opposite extreme, by giving 
unbounded Hicence of interpretation 
to individuals. But our national 
church, while on the one hand she 
_ derives all obligatory matter of faith, 
or, in her own words, all **that is to 
be believed for necessity of salvation,” 
from the Scripture alone, on the 
other systematically resorts to the 
concurrent sense of the primitive 
church, both for the interpretation of 
the sacred text, and for guidance in 
those matters of religion which the 
text has left at large. 

The learning, ability, and piety, 
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with which this proposition js Maing 
tained, and developed, are sy), . 
might naturally awaken considera), 
interest, even if the subject Were of 
less importance, and if the discussion 
were annexed to a volume of bap 
inferior merit. And, while the opip, 
ions here delivered may meet wis, 
various degrees of acceptance, ther 
will be but one common feeling of 
respect for the author.  TLalso thing 
it probable that the agreement, or i 
IT may say so) the communion, of th. 
‘Church of England with the prini, 
tive church may havé been too litt 
insisted on during late years. But| 
am by no means prepared to go th 
length of Mr. Jebb’s positions on thi 
subject. On the contrary, it appear 
to me, that the excellent writer, iy 
contending for principles which he 
conceives to have fallen into ‘unmerit 
el neglect, has insensibly been led ts 
exaggerate hiscase. My own inate. 
quacy to this discussion I feel mos 
deeply, and my reverence for the 
writer makes me shrink from the 
apparent presumption of questioning 
his opinions: yet believing that, very 
important interests may here*bea 
stake; and hoping that the discussion, 
however feebly provoked, may prove 
of advantage; and fondly confiding 
that I am at least incapable of a per 
verse or pugnacious opposition to on 
whose work must so strangly prepos 
sess every candid reader in his lt 
vour; I presume to trouble you wilh 
the grounds of my dissent. 
‘The author asserts, that there Is@ 
very material difference between the 
principles of the great body of the 
Protestants on the one hand, and those 
of the English Church on the other 
respecting the deference due to pious 
antiquity in the interpretation of 
Scripture. It seems to me, that, ! 
maintaining this argument, he has 
the one side under-stated the princ 
ples of the continental Protestan's 
and on the other over-stated those ° 
the Church of England. In om 
word, the continental Protestants feel 
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ling i England differs from foreign chur- 
0 think chess she differs most advantageously. 
ty or (if Ryt | may be allowed to say, that the 


sarties approximate far more nearly 


) OF the , 
ban the account given by the author 


oli ould lead us to believe ; and that, 
But] whatever may be their Gifferences in 
RO the other respects, their principles on the 
ON this subject here in question are mainly 
Ppears and essentially the same, 

iter, iy Let it be observed, however, that, 
ich he in speaking of the continental Protes- 


tunt Churches, I speak of them (and 









Merits 
Ted to so does Mr. Jebb) as they came out 
inade. ofthe hands of the first reformers ; 


I speak of them such as they ought 


| most 

r the to be according to their own funda. 
nthe mental confessions and expositions of 
oning fuith, Of their present state | know 
b very nothing, Hf it be true (as Mr. Jebb 


appearstosay,)that, while the Church 
of Rngland has held fast her ortho- 
doxy, other reformed churches have 
declined from the faith, the circum- 
stance is lamentable; but I will en- 
deavour to shew that this difference 
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eos of destiny cannot have arisen from 
is fae anv such difference of doctrine as the 
with author professes to point out. 
Dividing the subject into two 
Isa parts; the one more immediately and 
1 the primarily referring to the great body 
"the of Protestant Churches, the other to 
hose the Church of England; at present I 
her, Propose troubling you only on the 
ious former point. TThatis, I will attempt 


ot to prove, that the excellent author 
in has done injustice (1 need not say un- 
son intentionally ) to the sentiments held 
ncl- by the Protestant Churches in gene- 
0 ral* respecting the interpretation of 
co 


‘ * Thave, for several reasons, thought it 
ne to omit all particular consideration 
*' the Church of Seettand in this letter; 


one 


feel 


stood to imply that the two- 
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Scripture, and more especially, that 
he has under-stated the degree of 
respect and deference they profess 
for the authority of pious antiquity. 
Should this address be deemed not 
unfit for a place in‘ your miscellany, 
I hope, in a second letter, to consider 
the other part of the subject, or that 
which more directly relates to the 
Church of England. 

The substance of the representa- 
tions with regard to the foreign Pro- 
testants, which in their present extent 
I presume to question, is this ;—that 
“ foreign branches of the Reformation 
give unbounded licence to the fancy 
by the unrestricted exercise of private 
interpretation ;”———that, “from the 
commencement of the Reformation, 
it has Leen the common principle of 
all continental Protestants that the 
interpretauion of Scripture is to be 
exclusively derived from Scripture 
itself;’”? and, “though individuals 
have frequently manifested aconscious 
want ofsome more definite guidance, 
the great body of Protestants has 
maintained, without restriction or 
qualification, the liberty thus origi- 
nally asserted ;"’—=that ‘the conti. 
nental Protestants, by sending the 
candidate for Christian instruction to 
the Bible alone, oblige every man to 
begin anew for himself, and to de- 
scribe the same round which thou- 
sands had trodden before him 3’? that 
they “ have not so much as pretended 
to revere antiquity ;”’ that they “ were 
not satisfied with simple reforma- 
tion,’’ but “it was their wish to di- 
vest the Church of all authority, it 
was their purpose to reduce her to an 
absolute nonenity;” that, by them, 
“not only her guidance is rejected 
but her existence is disputed.” 

In support or illustration of these 
positions, the author quotes a passage 
from the celebrated Protest delivered 
to the diet of Spires in 1729, I will 


and in this omission I am supported by the 
example of my author, who speaks only of 
the English and the continental Protestant 
charches. 
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cal,” recently published by the Re- 
verend John Jebb, Rector of Abing- 
ton, in Ireland, has already excited 
some notice in the pages of the 
Christian Observer. The impor- 
tance, however, of .the subject, and 
the high respectability of the author, 
may perhaps justify a more extended 
examination of the opinions contained 
in that Appendix, than your former 
correspondent thought it necessary 
to undertake. Under this idea, I 
venture to trouble you with the fol- 
lowing observations; sensible that 
they are very imperfect, yet trusting 
that they may suggest to your read- 
ers some points of consideration not 
wholly useless. 

The object of Mr. Jebb’s Appen- 
dix is to shew, that the Church of 
England occupies a very peculiar sta- 
tion in the Christian world, consti- 
tuting a sort of species in herself. 
Adopting at the outset a representa. 
tion given by Mosheim, that the Bri- 
tish are, in religion, equally separated 
from the Roman Church on the one 
hand and the great body of the Pro- 
testant communities on the other, the 
author proceeds to prove the reality 
and to illustrate the nature of this 
alleged distinction. “The Church of 
Nome, he observes, fetters the judg- 
ment of her followers in the inter. 
pretation of Scripture, by enjoining 
implicit subjection to the authority 
ofa living expositor. The generali- 
ty of the reformed churches rush 
into the opposite extreme, by giving 
unbounded Hcence of interpretation 
to individuals. But our national 
church, while on the one hand she 
_ derives all obligatory matter of faith, 
or, in ber own words, all ** that is to 
be believed for necessity of salvation,” 
from the Scripture alone, on the 
other systematically resorts to the 
concurrent sense of the primitive 
church, both for the interpretation of 
the sacred text, and for guidance in 
those matters of religion which the 
text has lett at large. 

The learning, ability, and piety, 
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with which this proposition js main 
tained, and developed, are such ‘ 
might naturally awaken considerable 
interest, even if the subject were of 
less importance, and if the discussion 
were annexed to a volume of fap 
inferior merit. And, while the opin. 
ions here delivered may meet with 
various degrees of acceptance, there 
will be but one common feeling of 
respect forthe author. Talso think 
it probable that the agreement, or (if 
IT may say so) the communion, of the 
‘Church of England with the primi. 
tive church may havé been too little 
insisted on during late years. But 
am by no means prepared to go the 
length of Mr. Jebb’s positions on this 
subject. On the contrary, it appears 


to me, that the excellent writer, in | 


contending for principles which he 
conceives to have fallen into unmerit- 
ed neglect, has insensibly been led to 
exaggerate hiscase. My own inade. 
quacy to this discussion 1 feel most 
deeply, and my reverence for the 
writer makes me shrink from the 
apparent presumption of questioning 
his opinions: yet believing thabvery 
important interests may here™be at 
stake; and hoping that the discussion, 
however feebly provoked, may prove 
of advantage; and fondly confiding 
that I am at least incapable of a per- 
verse or pugnacious opposition to one 
whose work must so strangly prepos- 
sess every candid reader in his ft 
vour; I presume to trouble you with 
the grounds of my dissent. 
The author asserts, that there is 4 
very material difference between the 
principles of the great body of the 


Protestants on the one hand, and those. 


of the English Church on the other, 
respecting the deference due to pious 
antiquity in the interpretation o 
Scripture. It seems to me, that, 1 
maintaining this argument, he has on 
the one side under-stated the prin 
ples of the continental Protestants; 
and on the other over-stated those ° 
the Church of England. In one 
word, the continental Protestants '° 
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,greater degree of respect for pious 
uity, and our Church a less de- 
of it, than the author’s repre- 
tions would warrant us to sup- 
ose. In saying which, let me not be 
mnderstood to imply that the two 
yes are exactly and absolutely on 
,par in this point, or to insinuate a 
joubt that, wherever the Church of 
England differs from foreign chur- 
ches she differs most advantageously, 
But] may be allowed to say, that the 
patties approximate far more nearly 
hin the account given by the author 
would lead us to believe; and that, 
yhatever may be their differences in 
ger respects, their principles on the 
subject here in question are mainly 
and essentially the same, 

Let it be observed, however, that, 
in speaking of the continental Protes- 
wnt Churches, I speak of them (and 
s does Mr. Jebb) as they came out 
ofthe hands of the first reformers ; 
Ispeak of them such as they ought 
iobeaccording to their own funda. 
mental confessions and expositions of 
fith. Of their present state I know 
nothing, Ef it be true (as Mr. Jebb 
appears to say, ) that, while the Church 
of Fngland has held fast ber ortho- 
(oxy, other reformed churches have 
declined from the faith, the circum- 
stance is lamentable; but I will en- 
deavour to shew that this difference 
of destiny cannot have arisen from 
anv such difference of doctrine as the 
author professes to point out. 

Dividing the subject into two 
parts; the one more immediately and 
primarily referring to the great body 
of Protestant Churches, the other to 
the Church of England; at present I 
Propose troubling you only on the 
former point. ‘Thatis, I will attempt 
lo prove, that the excellent author 
bas done injustice (1 need not say un- 
intentionally) to the sentiments held 
by the Protestant Churches in gene- 
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"Thave, for several reasons, thought it 
etter to omit all particular consideration 
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Scripture, and more especially, that 
he has under-stated the degree of 
respect and deference they profess 
for the authority of pious antiquity. 
Should this address be deemed not 
unfit for a place in your miscellany, 
I hope, in a second letter, to consider 
the other part of the subject, or that 
which more directly relates to the 
Church of England. 

The substance of the representa- 
tions with regard to the foreign Pro- 
testants, which-in their present extent 
1 presume to question, is this ;—that 
“ foreign branches of the Reformation 
give unbounded licence to the fancy 
by the unrestricted exercise of private 
interpretation ;”——that, “from the 
commencement of the Reformation, 
it has Leen the common principle of 
all continental Protestants that the 
interpretauion of Scripture is to be 
exclusively derived from Scripture 
itself;’? and, “though individuals 
have frequently manifested aconscious 
want ofsome more definite guidance, 
the great body of Protestants has 
mainiained, without restriction or 
qualification, the liberty thus origi- 
nally asserted ;"—-that “the conti. 
nental Protestants, by sending the 
candidate for Christian instruction to 
the Bible alone, oblige every rman to 
begin anew for himself, and to de- 
scribe the same round which thou- 
sands had trodden before him 3”? that 
they “have not so much as pretended 
to revere antiquity ;” that they “were 
not satisfied with simple reforma- 
tion,’’? but “it was their wish to di- 
vest the Church of all authority, it 
was their purpose to reduce her toan 
absolute nonenity;” that, by them, 
“not only her guidance is rejected 
but her existence is disputed.” 

In support or illustration of these 
positions, the author quotes a passage 
from the celebrated Protest delivered 
to the diet of Spires in 1729, I will 


and in this omission I am supported by the 
example of my authcr, who speaks only of 
the English and the continental Protestant 
charches. 
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beg leave to transcribe the passage 
as translated by Mr. Jebb, and sub- 
join below, what he also gives, the 
words of the original. © Admitting 
the justice of their assertion, that 
the Gospelis to be taught according 
to the interpretations received and 
approved by the Church; still the 
point at issue is, what is the true 
church? Since, therefore, there is 
no doctrine more certain than that of 
the Divine word; since, morcover, 
nothing beside that doctrine should 
be taught, and since those passages 
of Scripture which seem obscure 
cannot be more properly explained 
than by other and clearer passages of 
the same Scripture; for these rea. 
sons, the Protestants declare, that 
they will steadfastly continue in this 
path, and will so bestow their labour 
that the writings ofthe Old and New 
‘Testament may be purely and per- 
spicuously taught: for they are as- 
sured that this is the single method 
by which certainty and freedom from 
doubt are clearly attainable ; and that 
the traditions of men rest on no solid 
foundation*.”’ 

To the principle professed in this 
passage, of interpreting Scripture by 
Scripture, the author of the Appen- 
dix objects, and urges his objections 
with great force. He says, that this 
principle, by compelling every indt- 
vidual, in every successive genera. 
tion, to build his system of religion 
from the ground, denies totheological 
knowledge that assistance from ante- 


* «+ Jam illud quod dicant, evangelium 
esse docendum juxta receptas ab ecclesia 
et probatas interpretationes, recté quidem 
habere : sed in eolitem esse, que sit ecclesia 
vera: cum autem nulla sit doctrina certior 

uam verbi Divini; cumque, preter illud, 
nihil doceri debeat ; et que videntur obscu- 
riora Scripture loca, non possint rectius, 
quam aliis ejusdem Scripture locis illustri- 
oribus, explicari; idcireo se permansuros 
in eo vestigio, et daturos operam ut Veteris 
atque Novi Testamenti scripta pure ac per- 
spicué doceantur: hanc énim unicam esse 
rationem plané certam et indubitatam ; ho- 
minum vero traditiones nullo niti firmo fune 
damento.” Sleidan Comments. Lib. 6. 
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cedent investigation, which, jn all] 
other departments Of science , 
deemed indispensable, He says far. 
ther, that, in scripture, the plainer 
passages are appropriated to the 
expression of the simpler mattere 
while +“ the deep things of God” are 
delivered in language suitably pro- 
found ; and that therefore the conse. 
quence of limiting the interpretation 
of the more difficult texts by the 
sense of such as are more obvious, 
will be to set up an effectual barriep 
against the discovery of the highes 
order of traths. An ulterior and q 
still worse effect, as he contends, 
wiil be, that the profounder parts of 
religion will be resolved into its more 
elementary verities, till, by the per. 
petual application of this diminishing 
scale, revelation 1s nearly contracted 
into mere natural theology, 

What I have to offer on this sub. 
ject, I will take the liberty of dividing 
into two parts. First, I will venture 
to consider generally the objections 
urged against the rule of interpreting 
the more difficult passages of Scrip- 
ture by the plainer, with a view of 
limiting and modifying the applica 
tion of those objections. Secondly, 
I will submit some reasons for be- 
lieving that the foreign Protestants 
have not laid themselves open, either 
by holding this principle or any other, 
to the charge of leaving individuals 
to interpret Scripture exclusively for 
themselves, of feeling no reverence 
for pious antiquity, of not even pre 
tending to revere it, of purposing (0 
reduce the holy Catholic Church 
to a non-entity, of rejecting her 
guidance, and even disputing her 
existence, 

With respect to the former of 
these points; that is, the objections 
against the rule of interpreting 
Scripture by Scripture ; I apprehend 
Mr. Jebb would not object to this 
rule, if it were confined within mr 
row bounds, and employed only ® 
one among other maxims of explit 
tion, For the principle of illust” 
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pimself, or with other authors who 
have written on the same subjects or 
were formed in the same school, 
«ems so natural and so obviously just, 
hat, regarding it as one principle 
of interpretation, I cannot conceive 
«to be thought at all exceptionable. 
Accordingly, even Roman Catholics 
nave not refused a qualified admis- 
jon to this principle. Witness father 
Lami, an enlightened but a zealous 
jisciple of the Roman Church, who, 
in his Apparatus Biblicus, where he 
is delivering rules for interpreting 
Scripture, thus writes: “ When the 
sme thing is expressed obscurely 
inone place and clearly in another, 
that which is clear must serve as a 
rule by which to explain that which 
isovscure ; and the light of one pas- 
sige must be employed to dispel the 
darkness ofanother.” The manner, 
however, and the degree in which fa- 
ther Lami insists on this rule, do,I ad- 
mit, materially distinguish it in his 
pages from what it becomes in the 
Protest of Spires. He introdu- 
ces it without Jaying on it any 
peculiar stress. Iie makes it only 
oneof eight ; and, of these eight, the 
first and avowedly the most essential 
is, a strict adherence to the interpre- 
tation of the Church, whatever that 
interpretation may be. In truth, 
therefore, he allows the exercise of 
individual judgment only where the 
Church is silent, and, where she 
speaks, would have all to be implicit 
and passive submission. Yet, within 
certain limits, he clearly acknow- 


} : ; 
ledges and recommends the rule in 
question, 


The objections of Mr, Jebb against 


he rule seem resolvable into two 
leads, First, he alleges that it leaves 
individuals to their own guidance in 
theinterpretation of Scripture, unas- 
see by the results of antecedent 
nestigation, What has already 
thes may perhaps shew that, to 
fe y extent at least, the rule may 
py without any danger of this 
‘hrist. Obsery, No, 175. ! 






objection. For it has appeared that 
even Roman Catholics can adopt 
the rule; and, surely, a principle 
which is compatible with the recog~ 
nition of an infallible living expositor, 
may be consistent with the deepest 
deference to the recorded opinions of 
former readers. 

But, even if we consider this as a 
chief rule of scriptural interpretation, 
or, to go still farther, as the cardinal 
rule before all others; still is it ne- 
cessarily liable to the objection 
under review? To make room for 
that objection, we must suppose, not 
merely that every individual is to 
study Scripture for himself, compar- 
ing one part of it with another; but 
that, in so doing, he must absolutely 
refuse the aid of all other individuals 
whatever. He must work purely 
alone, discarding all commentary, all 
exposition, all annotation, all dis- 
course, written or spoken, ancient or 
modern. . For thus only will the 
assertion hold ; that the rule of ex- 
plaining one part of Scripture by 
another, deprives religious know- 
ledge of all assistance from antece- 
dent investigation, and condemns it, 
as the author says, ‘to a cheerless, 
hopeless, unaspiring state of perma- 
nent infancy.”’ 

Surely, however, this is not a ne- 
cessary supposition. Surely, it is 
perfectly conceivable that, while we 
chiefly resort to Scripture itself, we 
should subordinately resort to the aid 
of commentaries, and should even 
avail ourselves of that aid in the very 
act of interpreting Scripture by 
Scripture. We may admit of no au- 
thoritative expositor of the sacred 
text, but that text itself, and yet, in 
studying that authoritative expositor, 
may employ all the helps from hu- 
man intellect that we can find. We 
may convefse on the subject with a 
friend; we may read on the subject 
a published comment ; we may hear 
on the subject a living discourse. 
Thus, without at all sacrificing the 
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principle of the self-interpretation of 
Scripture as our cardinal guide, we 
may profit even to an indefinite ex- 
tent from the antecedent or concur- 
rent investigation of the wise, the 
learned, the studious, and the pious. 

To shew that this idea of employ- 
ing the assistance of commentary in 
applying the principle of self-inter- 
pretation is not mine, | will beg leave 
to quote two authorities which have 
distinctly sanctioned it. The first is 
a celebrated Lutheran Confession, 
that of Wirtemberg, which gives the 
following rule: ** The true sense of 
Scripture is to be sought in Scripture 
itself, and in those whe, excited by 
the Divine Spirit, interpret one 
Scripture by another.”* The other 
is Bishop Jewel, a name of the high- 
est authority in the Church of Eng- 
land, who thus expresses himself 
in the Defence of his Apology :-— 
‘¢To come near the matter, we say 
not that all cases of doubt are by 
manifest and open words plainly ex- 
pressed in the Scriptures. For so 
there should need no exposition.— 
But we say, there is no case In reli- 
gion so dark and doubtful, but it may 
Necessarily be either proved or re- 
proved by collection and conference 
of the Scriptures, In this conference 
and judgment of the holy Scrip- 
tures, we need often times the discre- 
tion and wisdom of learned fathers. 
Yet notwithstanding may we not give 
them herein greater credit than is 
convenient, or than they themselves, 
if it were offered, would receive.’’t 

Indeed it would require very clear 
evidence to convince me that any 
person who maintained the propriety 
of construing Scripture by Scripture, 
meant to make that an exclusively 
solitary and unassisted proceeding. 
It never could be intended that, in 
this pursuit alone, men should forego 
the benefit of mutual counsel and co- 


* «¢ Apud eos qui, Divino Spirith excitati, 
Scripturam per Scripturam interpretan- 
tur.’ De Sair. Scriptura, 


$ Pt. 1. ch, 9, diva, 1. 
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operation ; a benefit, felt ang admit 
ted to be so great in every other 
employment, however personal and 
individual as to its immediate object 
And, if they are to seek advice at aly 
is it not the same thing in point of 
principle, whether they seek it from 
the voice of the living or the com. 
positions of the dead ; whether j; is 
the fruit of conference or of study. 
whether it is spoken and heard, ot 
written and read? 

Viewed in this light, perhaps the 
rule we are considering will not ap. 
pear at all adverse to the progressive 
advancement of biblical knowledge ; 
but the contrary. For it seems to 
place the book of Scripture on some. 
what of the same footing with that 
on which the just rules of philoso 
phising place the book of creation. 
There was a time when the papa 
see affected the right of dictation in 
Science no less than divinity ; and 
the result was, that the barbarous 
fantasies of a scholastic physiology 
were cvery where taught instead of 
the simple and majestic laws of nature. 
But now that “the bright and blissful 
Reformation”? (as Milton calls it) has 
emancipated beth temporal and spi- 
ritual learning from arbitrary re 
straints, the philosopher no longer 
admits any authoritative expositor o 
nature but Nature herself. He ex. 
plains the more perplexing and 
complicated natural appearances by 
principles deduced from phenomena 
of a plainer kind: he’ controls and 
corrects the conclusions apparently 
resulting from one set of obser 
tions by those which clearly aris 
out of another: he frames, in shotl 
his whole system by comparing faci 
with facts; and to all human instruc 
ters, even be it Kepler, or Galileo, 
Newton, he pays no farther defer- 
ence than to believe “not what they 
shall say, but what they shall prove. 
Yet, because these expositors of 1 
ture are not implicitly listened A 
they are not therefore discarded 
nor are they studied otherwis¢ than 
with the utmost reverence ; nor dots 
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shilosophy lose any one advantage 
‘ghich can be derived from the inter- 
course of minds or the successive ac- 
qmulations of experience. The 
student of the volume of creation has 
to judge for himself; but he has not 
to begin for himself; nor does his 
scription of exclusive authority to 
the text preclude the fullest and 
most respectful use of commentary. 

] will not indeed contend, that the 
two cases I have put are exactly and 
inevery tittle parallel. I do not say, 
thit the earlier fathers may not, from 
their nearness to the first era of 
Christianity, and their acquaintance 
with the Apostles, claim a greater 
degree of respect than they could 
fairly challenge had they written at 
alater period. Let it be remember- 
ed, however, that so far as such 
claims are aliowed, so fur we rather 
set up the principle of antiquity than 
that of progressive improvement.— 
Itis one thing to learn from past 
authors, with the option of improving 
on them; it is another to be bound 
by what we learn, These principles 
may be held concurrently ; but they 
aré not the same, and they even cor- 
rect and qualify each other. 

What has been said applies to the 
first objection against the rule of 
self-interpretation ; namely, that it 
deprives biblical science of the as- 
sistance of antecedent investigation. 
The second head of objection against 
the same rule is, that, since the Scrip- 
tures usually express plain truths 
plainly, and the more abstruse doc- 
trines with a proportionate obscurity 
of style, the effect of a principle 
which makes the former class of pas- 
sages a standard of construction for 
the latter, or, in other words, which 
‘inds the plain truths every where 
and hone others, must be to despoil 
meres of all its specific richness, 
om : leave it nothing beyond its 

pier and more ordinary elements. 
eae subject the author writes 
i te ch Plety and feeling, that it 

Mpossible to differ from him 


without unspeakable diffidence, Yet 
I would submit that the objection In 
volves two propositions, neither of 
which it is very easy impliciily to 
adopt. First, it implies that a clear 


passage can properly be employed 


to explain the dectrine contained in 
an obscure one, only when both treat 
of the same thing, und mean to pro- 
pound the same or nearly the same 
truth. Secondly, it implies that this 
identity of subject-matter between a 
plain and an ‘obscure passage does 
seldom or never take place, and 


therefore cannot be assumed to exist 


without leading to error. 

But, first, surely it remains to be 
proved that, in order to justify the 
exposition of a difficult passage by 
means oi a simpler one, both must 
necessarily contain the same particu- 
lar doctrine, or even that the plainer 
need contain any doctrine at all.—» 
There seem to be many ways in 
which one part of the Bible may 
serve to illustrate the meaning of 
another, without supposing this spe- 
cific case, of two texts expressing 


the same given proposition-—-one 


clearly, one obscurely. For exam- 
ple, the true grammatical construc- 
tion of a doctrinal passage may be 
established by a reference to other 
passages not doctrinal, where the 
same construction occurs, and where 
the sense is decidedly marked. On 
this principle, the manner of using 
the Greek article in certain particu- 
lar texts has been so illustrated from 
other parts of Scripture, as to make 
those texts decidedly confirmatory 
of the divinity of our Saviour. 
Even where no question of gram. 
mar is concerned, we may throw 
light on the phraseology or style of 
a doctrinal passage, by observing 
other cases in which a similar man- 
ner of enunciation is used though not 
with a doctrinal view. Thus, when 
we assert that the words, “ This 
is my body,” are to be understood 
not literally but symbolically, were 
we required to produce a parallel 
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instance, we might perhaps refer to 
that in Ezekiel, ‘‘ These bones are 
the whole house of Israel,’ and 
might argue that, ifsuch language be 
not too bold where a mere symbol 
is meant, much less when applied to 
the elements of the ucharist, which 
are symbols accompanied by special 
means of grace. Once more, a doc- 
trinal passage may be elucidated, by 
shewing from other places the full 
import and effect of the expressions 
it contains. Thus, if we consider 
abstractedly those words of our Sa- 
viour, “Before Abraham was, Zam,’’a 
vague idea only will be awakened of 
the independent and eternal exis- 
tence of the Speaker: but, when we 
look atthe Book of Exodus, and per- 
ceive that this very expression, I am, 
is there used as the incommunicable 
designation of the Most High, the 
words quoted at once become a 
strong assertion of co-equal and co- 
essential Deity. 

These are a few of the many cases 
in which we may imagine the prin- 
ciple in question to be applied, with- 
out involving the condition supposed. 
Others occur even while I write; 
but it is not necessary to prolong 
the enumeration, The truthis, that 
the modes in which an author may 
be made to illustrate himself, or (if 
we rather consider the Bible as a 
collection of tracts by different pen- 
men) in which a set of connected 
authors may be employed to illus- 
trate each other, are almost innume- 
rable. And it is by no means a ne- 
cessary proviso that the explanatory 
passage shall have been intended to 
state or to imply the same _ proposi- 
tion with the passage explained. 

But, secondly, why is it not to be 
supposed that this may actually hap- 
pen in many instances ? I mean, that 
the very same doctrine may be set 
forth more plainly in one part of 
Scripture and more obscurely in 
another ? 

Mr. Jebb argues with an impres- 
sive solemnity, that, wherever “ the 


deep things of God” are set for, in 
the inspired pages, they are invested 
in an awful shroud of difficulty and 
obscurity. Let me not be unde. 
stood to maintain, that it is a light 
matter to fathom the depths of te. 
vealed truth, or that any Considerable 
progress is to be made in that in, 
portant pursuit without labour, 9, 
that the utmost labour can hope to 
succeed speedily, or that success is 
to be had at all without a more thay 
human unction from above. But this 
is only to say, that the rule of inter. 
preting Scripture by Scripture is ng 
to be applied rashly, or arbitrarily, 
or mechanically, as if it could cleg 
up difficulties by magic. There are 
other requisites as well as rules of 
interpretation ; other necessary (uae 
lifications, besides diligence. (jy 
those other requisites and qualific. 
tions, Mr. Jebb himself has, in his 
Eighth Sermon, dilated with equal 
fervour, justness, and beauty. And 
still it may be true that the interpre: 
tation of Scripture by Scripture isa 
most important and cardinal princi. 
ple; and that very essential doctrines 
are delivered in some one purtof 
the sacred text more obscurely, and 
in some other more clearly. 

It is not indeed easy to conceive 
any valid objection that can be urged 
against this supposition. No man 
will contend that, because a doctrine 
is high and awful and mysterious 
therefore it must be rendered still 
farther obscure, by being enounced 
in hard language, Unquestionably, 
a difficult truth may be stated expl 
citly and perspicuously, If it cannoly 
then expositors and interpreters wil 
not much help its difficulty : since, 
in that case, by whomsoever It 5 
promulgated or paraphrased or intel 
preted or commented on, the org 
nal necessity of being stated obscur 
ly will cleave to it still. Obscutlly 
of enunCiation, therefore, 18 not 
necessary in such a case ; nor do 
think that it can justly be represett 
ed as peculiarly fitting or appropri 
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pehapsy indeed, we have no right to 
consider whether it 1s appropriate or 
not; but, judging merely from what 
ppearsto human apprehension, sure- 
\ it might rather be argued that an 
wstiuse doctrine should be stated as 
yinly as possible. Perspicuity of 
expression would seem, In one view 
least) more appropriate on such an 
occasion than perplexity; in order 
that, at all events, every sufierfluous 
jificulty may be avoided, and that we 
may not have to contend with the 
jouvie involution of an obscure pro- 
position obscurely delivered. 

Tne writer of the Appendix, how- 
ever, seems to intimate (for he has 
got enlarged on this part of the sub- 
ject and | have no alternative but 
to expand his hints after my own 
imperfect manner,) that we in effect 
impeach either the wisdom or the 
goodness of the Author of inspiration, 
when we suppose him to have In one 
place indited with elaborate obscurity 
what after all is no more than he has 
elsewhere plainly expressed. Grant- 
ing this to be so, yet may we not 
cheerfully refer it to the candour of 
the excellent writer himself, whether 
the matter will be greatly mended by 
supposing, that what is said with 
elaborate obscurity in the Scriptures, 
may be found plainly set forth in the 
works of the fathers? What is this, 
Iwould submit, but to say that the 
Author of inspiration has been pleased 
lo reveal obscurely through one 
channel what he has been pleased to 
reveal clearly through another. 

It is seldom safe to infer a priori 
the probability or improbability of 
any particular dispensation of Provi- 
dence from its apparent fitness or 
unfitness in human eyes. Why the 
Scriptures should have been so or- 
uered and arranged as that the same 
doctrines should be expressed darkly 
none part of them and distinctly in 
ihother, it is not necessary to settle, 
‘ry More than it is necessary to settle 
i there should be any dark places 

‘iptare atall. The arrangement 
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in question may be profoundly wise, 
though mysterious; and perhaps its 
mysteriousness in some degree re- 
sults from its wisdom. The difficul- 
ties in the book of Revelation, like 


those in the book of nature, should 


not make us “question but adore,” 
Without presuming, however, to con- 
jecture any positive advantages that 
may arise from the arrangement in 
question, and even considering it as 
in itself an inconvenience, yet surely 
it may be regarded as a collateral 
effect of one of the most characteris- 
tic excellences of the sacred records. 
The unsystematic form of Scripture is 
one among its most striking peculi- 
arities, and has in that view often 
been remarked and commented on by 
learned and able men. The whole 
of Divine truth Is there; but it is not 
there in a scholastic and regular or- 
der. The doctrines of the Gospel 
are not set forth in the shape of a 
complete and technically exact code 
of institutes or digest of divinity. 
They are incidentally and iddirectly 
exhibited, in the course of familiar 
narrative, or epistolary correspon- 
dence, or particular and local discus- 
sion. ‘The natural consequence is, 
that they are sometimes more par. 
tially, sometimes more fully disclosed; 
they are sometimes expressed, some- 
times insinuated ; they are sometimes 
enforced, sometimes assumed; they 
are sometimes condescendingly ex- 
plained, sometimes summarily en- 
joined. Inaword, they are adequately 
to be elicited only by the mutual 
collation of various passages; or, 
which is the same thing, by employ- 
ing one part of the sacred text to 
expound and illustrate another. 

It is not necessary here to enlarge 
on the advantages attending this in- 
formal structure of the book of Reve- 
lation. A bare reference to some of 
them may suffice. One is, that the 
evidences of revealed religion are 
thus increased. The delivery of 
sacred truth being connected with 
innumerable facts and circumstances 
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and localities, the reality or probabili- 
ty of which may be tried by various 
tests, such a mass of evidence 1s 
provided for the genuineness of the 
book, and the sincerity and compe. 
tency of the writers, as could not 
otherwise have been obtained. A- 
gain; the sacred doctrines are made 
doubly interesting to the student, by 
the less didactic matter with which 
they are mixed, and the indirect and 
varied manner in which they are 
developed. Farther, by being deli- 
yered in immediate adaptation to the 
particular situations and exigencies 
described, those doctrines are as lt 
were exhibited in action: they are 
thus brought home, not only to the 
heart, but to the understanding also, 
and are secured against perversion 
and misapprehension in a degree 
which could not have been hoped of 
an abstract body of dogmas, with 
whatever logical and controversial 
exactness it might be framed. 
These are benefits which seem cheap- 
ly bought at the expense of a little 
inconvenience. 
(To be continued.) 


——— 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Tuoucu I by no means lay claim 
to the appellation of a /earned corres- 
pondent, I beg permission to reply to 
the query proposed by “ Baccalaure- 
tls,” in your last number; viz. 
“ Whether the word uzeryp is ever 
used to signify an €ye-witness:?” I 
have no hesitation in saying that it is 
not so used either by classical authors, 
or by the inspired writers of the 
New Testament, who, in my humble 
opinion, much less frequently depart 
from classic purity of style than by 
some has been imagined. With re- 
gard to the passage in question, 
(Heb. xii. i.) I have no doubt that 
the interpretation to which Bacca- 
Jaureus refers, explaining “the cloud 
of witnesses,’’ to signify sfectators of 
the sacred conflict in which the early 
Christians were engaged, is incor. 
rect; and as he cites Mr. Scott’s au- 
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thority for that interpretation, I think 
it due to that valuable expositor (the 
only one of the three referred to 5 
Baccalaureus, whose work | bappes 
to have by me,) to observe, tha 
though he notices, he expressly calls 
in question the propriety of it, as your 
correspondent will find if he read the 
concluding part of his note on the 
text, at least as it stands in the ed. 
tion of 1814*. | 

Nor do I think that the Gxamples 
adduced by Baccalaureus from the 
Septuagint Version of Genesis xxi. 
48, 50, give any support to the opi- 
nion that the word seaervp may be used 
to denote an eye witness. The heap 
and the pillar set up by Jacob were 
witnesses to the transaction between 
Laban and himself, in the same sense 
as the covenant entered into between 
them is said (ver. 44.) to bea witness 
between them ; z. e. both the one and 
the other were to serve as a standing 
memorial, which, as often as referred 
to, might figuratively be said to tesi- 
Jy or bear witness to the agreement 
made between the contracting pa: 


* We have been favoured with a letter 
from Mr. Scott himself, to the same effect. 
He observes: ‘In the first edition of my 
Exposition, I professed only, or chiefly, to 
comment on the translation; as having at 
that time neither time, nor indeed compe- 
tency, for any thing further : and, knowing 
that many persons, and even some expos'- 
tors, supposed spectators of the course to be 
intended, 1 was willing to unite both 
senses. Twenty years, and 'the daily stuly, 
in some degree, of the Greek Testament 
especially, have altered my view, on thi 
point: but having been fully occupied, and 
thinking it not of any great consequeice, 
I did not materially alter the note ; or add 
any thing to it, till the last edition, com 
pleted A. D. 1814,—In this I have added 
at the close—‘ Witnesses (waflupav Acis 
13. ; vii. 58. ; xxii. 20. ; 1 Thess. ii. 10.; Re’ 
ii. 13.Gr.) It does not appear that this — 
is ever used either in Scripture, or it Gree 
writers, to signify a speetator simply ; except 
as he wasone prepared to testify what he na 
seen. So that the testimony of the multit 
of ancient believers to the truths insisted ™ 
and not they, or others being ——. 
our conduct, i8’ perhaps exclusive!) 
tended.’” 


[_ 
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sies; the agreement that neither 
would thenceforward pass the boun- 
dary, marked by the pillar and heap, 
with intent to injure the other; and 
which, in the event of such transgres- 
sion might, by a similar figure, be 
said to stand in evidence against the 
transgressor. (See ver, 52.) In the 
same sense also, if I mistake not, 
God is said (ver. 50.) to be wagrup 
witness between them—upon every 
future occasion they would have to ap- 
peal to Him as the Omniscient Judge, 
whose unvarying perfections would 
ever bear witness fo the truth of their 
engagement and agaizst him who 
should dare to violate It. 

I feel scarcely less hesitation in 
saying that the Hebrew word 1 ren- 
dered in this and other places by the 
LXX. wagrvp, never is used to signify 
an eye-witness, than I have in saying 
that the Greek word which forms the 
subject of your correspondent’s in. 
quiry is not so used. Both the one 
and the other, unless I greatly mis- 
take, denotes not that which is an 
observer, or (in our common sense of 
the word) witness of a thing ;—but 
that which dears witness or festifics, 
whether literally or metaphorically, 
toathing. The Latin word fests is 
unquestionably, I think, used in doth 
senses. 

Iam, &e. 
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Rom. viii. 9—Jfany man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.* 


Gop the Father is represented to 
us in Scripture as the Maker and 
Governor of the world; and God the 
Son as the Saviour and Redeemer of 
mankind, in whom, since their fall, 


| he has been continually working that 


they may both will and do of his 
good pleasure. Now as God at first 
made and still preserves all things by 
his Word and Spirit, so Christ car- 


* Taken from Bishep Beveridge. 
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ries on and accomplishes his great 
work of saving men by the same 
Spirit. By this Spirit it is that God 
has in all ages revealed himself and 
his will to men, teaching them what 
to know, believe, and do, that they 
may be saved. Instructed and guided 
by this Spirit, the Prophets under the 
Law, and the Apostles and Evange- 
lists under the Gospel, wrote, and 
spoke, and acted. And as God our 
Saviour has thus revealed his will to 
men by his Holy Spirit, so by the 
same Spirit, he enables them both to 
know and to do his will, which of 
themselves they are incapable of per- 
forming. The words, indeed by 
which Ged has signified his mind to 
us, may be sufficiently plain and in. 
telligible, yet the things to which 
they relate are some of them so much 
above us, and others so contrary to 
our corrupt nature, that without the 
influence and teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, we cannot rightly apprehend 
or cordially embrace them. ‘ The 
natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him, neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritu- 
ally discerned. 

As the things of sense are only to 
be judged of by our senses, and ab- 
stract or intellectual objects by our 
reason, so spiritual things, things 
revealed to us by the Spirit of God, 
can only be rightly understood by 
means of the same Spirit who reveal- 
ed them. Without him we can no 
more comprehend spiritual things, 
than we can the proper objects of 
reasoning without reason ; or sensible 
objects without our senses. Hence 
it is that we often see men of distin- 
guished parts and learning, who are 
utterly ignorant of spiritual things, 
and who seem even incapable of com- 
prehending them, nay, who oppose 
and argue against them as impossible 
because they tally not with their no- 
tions of what is right and fitting. 
They neither believe nor understand 
the things which God has revealed 
fe ts by his Spirit, because. they seek 
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not the teaching and assistance of that 
Spirit by whom alone they can be in- 
clined and enabled to understand and 
believethem. They are not “ taught 
of God.’’ 

How different are the circumstan- 
ces of those who are taught and in- 
fluenced by the Spirit of Christ! By 
him their minds are enlightened to 
perceive and acknowledge the truth 
of what he has revealed. By him 
they are taught to know all the things 
which belong totheir peace. By him 
they are kept from dangerous error, 
and led into all needful truth, whici 
they receive in the love of it. By 
him they are as fully assured of the 
great mysteries of the Christian faith, 
as any philosopher can be of the 
most undeniable points in science or 
philosophy. By his holy motions 
they are regenerated, sanctified, re- 
newed in the spirit of their minds, 
and brought to a right frame and 
disposition of soul. LEnabled by him 
clearly to discern the vast difference 
between good and evil, between what 
God has commanded and what he has 
forbidden, they freely choose the one 
and refuse the other, Their under- 
standing, their will and their affec- 
tions being renewed by him, they not 
only comprehend the Divine truths 
revealed in Scripture, but they feel 
their force, and delight in their 
purity. Such “have the Spirit of 
Christ,” and therefore they are Ais. 

But “if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
If a man be not thus actuated and 
sanctified by the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his; he is not in the 
number of those whom he regards as 
his peculiar people, over whom he 
exercises a paternal care, and for 
whom he continually intercedes that 
they may be kept from all evil and 
preserved to his heavenly kingdom. 
Christ indeed, we are assured by the 
word of God, died for all men, so 
that all men are capable of being 
saved, and if they perish, it is only 
through their wilful neglect, or ob- 
‘stinate rejection of his great salyation. 
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But though Christ has died for j 
men, those only shall be saved who 
by faith apply the merit of his dey, 
to themselves, for their pardon aud 
justification before God. Buy this 
the greatest part of mankind refyg 
todo. I speak not here of heathens 
or professed unbelievers, but of per. 
sons who call themselves by the nam 
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of Christ. OF these there are tq d 
many whose profession of faith in the a 
Son of God isa mere profession; anj a 
but few who believe in him with such n 
a faith as the Gospel requires . 
faith that purifies their hearts, ands Iam y 
unites them to him as to make them b 
sound and living members of tha in 
body of which he is the Head, Y¢ 0 
these are the only persons whom Bam, 
Christ regards as belonging to him, t 
None else have any more part ot d 
interest in him as their Redeemer, . 
or he in them, than if he had neve; l 
died forthem. However, therefor, 


they may enjoy in this world the 
common blessings of Providence, and 
even in a larger measure than others, 
they cannot enjoy real happiness 
either in this world or the next. As 
for those, on the other hand, who live 
in the exercise of that faith in Chris 
as their only Lord and Saviour “ which 
worketh by love,” and yields the frut 





of righteousness and peace, he tt . 
gards themas his own, his inheritance, 1 
his peculiar people, his elect, his h 
friends, his brethren, yea his very " 


members; they are the special objects 5 
of his favour, and for them he now d 
mediates and intercedes in the prt. t 
sence of God. These form the house: ! 
hold, the communion of saints, bis 5 
servants, whose constant business 1t's t 
to serve him, who continue in his love 
and favour, and are kept by his AF C 
mighty power through faith wa 6 
eternal salvation. vu 
Happy, indeed, must those be wh? € 
are partakers of such privilege V 
who have such a powerful Mediate \ 
and Advocate always at the right Hee § 
hand of God, But who are they t 
who are thus blessed? They \ 
have the Spirit of Christ, and nom 
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ise. For what says the Apostle in 
the text? “If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his ;”” 
plainly declaring, that no one, what- 


Beyer be his condition or profession, 


or his situation in the church, be. 
longs to Christ so as to partake of his 
salvation, unless he have the Spirit 
of Christ. And the reason is evi- 
dent; for it is only by his Spirit that 
any man can be made his. In no 
other way can we who are so infi- 
nitely beneath him, be raised to that 
nearness to him and unlon with him 
which are the privilege of believers ; 
but in this way we are incorporated 
into him, and made very members 
of his body. For as the members 
of the natural body, being informed by 
the same soul which is in the head, 
do therefore belong to that head, so 
weare the members of Christ, and be- 
long to him, when the same Spirit 
that is in him is likewise in us, and 
animates and influences us in all the 
actions o! the new and spiritual life. 
Hence, ‘¢as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God they are the sons of 
God ;” for having the same Spirit 
who is in his only begotten Son, 
they become his sons also, and Christ 
himself “ is not ashamed to call them 
brethren :”’ and the reason given for 
this is, that “he that sanctifieth and 
they who are sanctified are all of one’’ 
have one and the same Spirit, and 
therefore are the children of the 
same Father. And if we have in- 
deed “received the Spirit of adop- 
lion,” and are thus enabled to “ cry, 
Abba, Father,’ then the * Spirit it- 
self beareth witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God.” 

The Scriptures are very express 
on this point. “ Hereby we know,” 
says St. John, “ that he abideth in 
us by the Spirit which bh. hath giv- 
enus.’ And again ; “hereby know 
we that we dwell in him and he in 
us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit.” Thus are we made “the 
temples of the Holy Ghost.”* And 
when the Holy Ghost dwells in us, 

Christ. Obsery. No, 175. 
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we are no longer our own but: his, 
whose\ Spirit the Holy Ghost is. 
We are joint heirs with him who is 
heir of all things; and in the mean 
time we have “the earnest of the 
Spirit,’”’ which is the earnest of the 
inheritance until che redemption of 
the purchased possession ;” and by 
which we are even said to be * seal- 
ed unto the day of redemption.” 
Christ, by giving us his Holy Spirit, 
sets as it were his seal upon us; thus 
marking us as his own, and distin- 
guishing us from the rest of the 
world. By this mark will the heirs 
of heaven be known from the chil- 
dren of disobedience at the last day; 
and then it will be manifest to all 
the world, that “ if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.”” 

How much then does it concern 
us all to have the Spirit of Christ, 
far more than all else in the world 
besidés ! For since Jesus Christ is the 
only Saviour of men, sinc€é he will save 
none but such as are his, and since 
none are his but they who have his 
Spirit, it is plain that unless we have 
his Spirit, we shall be lost and un- 
done for ever. Therefore, as we 
tender our everlasting welfare, we 
must make it our chief care to ob- 
tain the Spirit of Christ. Without 
this, whatever we may obtain be- 
sides will oniy add to our anguish at 
the last day: whereas if we obtain 
this blessing, we shall then be put 
in possession of all that we can de- 
sire ; we shall be placed on the right 
hand of our Lord, and called to in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 

But the great question is, how a 
man may have the Spirit of Christ, 
or what he must do to get and keep 
it? I answer, that Christ having as- 
sumed the common nature of all 
men, all men are doubtless capable 
of receiving his Spirit; but that 
none actually receive it but such as 
are united to him by a living faith, 
and Soa of his body :— 

3 


/ 


462 Family Sermons.——No. 


they and they only partake of his 
Spirit. Nor must we only believe 
in Christ but be baptized in his name ; 
we must be born of water and of the 
Spirit, if we would be his. This is 
Chrisi’s own appointment; and such 
as wilfully neglect or refuse this 
holy sacrament, shew that they do 
not belong to the flock of Christ, for 
his flock hear the voice of Christ and 
obey it. 

And if we are so happy as to 
be “born of water and of the Spirit,” 
and thus made the children of God, 
let us take heed that we do not lose 
the Spirit, by renouncing the faith 
into which we have been baptized, 
or living in the breach of the vows 
we then made. And as we cannot 
but feel that we have neither kept 
the faith, nor performed our vows, 
as strictly as we ought, let us ear- 
nestly pray to God not to withdraw 
his Holy Spirit from us, or to cast us 
away from his presence, but to for- 
give our sins and sanctify our souls. 
It is much to be feared, that there 
are too many once baptized with 
water and the Spirit, who have after- 
wards proved so undutiful and diso. 
bedient that their heavenly Father 
hath in effect cast them off, suffer- 
ing his Spirit no more to strive with 
them. The condition of such is in- 
deed deplorable, but not hopeless. If 
they will repent and return to God 
with earnest prayer, he will yet re- 
ceive them, and bestow on them his 
Holy Spirit. He is given to none 
who do not implore his aid. heartily, 
importunately, unceasingly, in faith, 
in the name of Christ, and in the use 
of all the means of grace, 

And let us take heed to do no- 
thing which may grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, lest we provoke him 
to depart from us. Let us not stifle 


‘those holy motions he puts into our 
hearts, but de all we can to cherish 
them, that we may be “fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord,” * zealous 





XCI. On Rom. viii. 9. 


(July, 
of good works,” “ stedfast, immova. 
ble, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as we know 
that our labour shall not be in yaig 
in the Lord,” 

In concluding this discourse, let 
me again remind you, that unless 
we have the Spirit of Christ, we are 
still in the flesh, in our natural state, 
without an interest in the merits of 
Christ’s death, or in his intercession, 
without hope, and without God ig 
the world; we are in continual dap. 
ger of being condemned to hell fire ; 
aud when we die we shall certainly 
undergo this dreadful condemnation, 
unless, while life is mercifully plo. 
longed to us, we shall so repent and 
so believe as to obtain the Spirit of 
Christ. If, however, we obtuin this 
blessing, we shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption. We 
shall be enabled, through the Spirit, 
to mortify the deeds of the. body, 
and to walk in newness of life, We 
shall be made to abound in the fruits 
of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance. We 
shall partake of the Divine. nature, 
and become holy in all manner d 
conversation. We shall have that 
Saviour, whose we are, ever. inter 
ceding for us and washing us {rom 
our sins in his own blood We 
shall be safe and secure. under the 
protection of the Almighty, and need 
fear no evil. We shall live under 
the light of God’s countenance chet 
ing and refreshing our spirits., Hat 
ing already within us the earnest of 
our heavenly inheritance, we seed 
not doubt that ere long we shall be 
in possession of it—an inheritan@ 
incorruptible and undefiled, and thé 
fadeth not away. “0 God, who 
dost teach the hearts of thy Faitblul 
people by sending to them the liglt 
of the Holy Spirit, grant us by the 
same Spirit to have a right Juss: 
ment in all things, and evermore © 
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rejoice in his holy comfort, through 
the merits of Christ Jesus our Sa- 


yieur, who liveth and reigneth with 
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thee, in the unity of the. same 
Spirit, one God, world without end,” 
Amen. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


‘ro the Editor of the Christian Obeerver. 


Tue extraordinary article which ap- 
peared in the last month s Eclec- 
sic Review, avd which is virtually 
continued in the Number for the 
present month, cannot have failed 
to attract your attention. This arti- 
cle, it seems, has been deemed 
worthy of separate publication ; and 
J am this day honoured with a copy 
of the pamphlet. What notice you, 
or any of your correspondents, may 
think such an attack upon the Church 
entitled to, | do not know: but that no 
one, who might otherwise under- 
take the service, may be prevented 
by the idea that such of us as, next 
o Dr. Mant, may have given occa- 
sion to the attack by our publica- 
tions, would wish for the honour of 
repelling it, I, for one, avow my 
intention of taking no notice of the 
Review beyond the contents of the 
present letter. One controversy is 
quite enough for a Christian to be 
engaged in. Debate is dangerous ; 
and I wish to have nothing more to do 
With it, than contending earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints 
may require. 

As my attention has been afresh 
challenged to the subject by the 
Pamphlet sent me down from Lon- 
don, I will state to you, that there is 
one passage of the Review in which 
the whole argument both of Mr. Bid- 
dulph and myself is so shamefully 
misrepresented, that I once thought 
of expostulating. “ The arguments 
(says the Reviewer) by which Dr. 


Mant’s quotations and statements are 
met by Mr. Biddulph and Mr. Scott 
May, without any intentional mis- 
representation,* be stated thus: I. 
The doctrine contended for by Dr. 
Mant, is not the doctrine of the Bi- 
ble: ergo, it cannot be the doctrine 
of the Church of England. 2. The 
doctrine of Dr. Mant is not /airly 
deducible from the Articles of the 
Church, and the Church cannot be 
inconsistent with itself: ergo, it can- 
not be the real meaning, uneqnivo. 
cal as the language may be, of her 
ritual. 3. The doctrine of Dr. Mant 
is Inconsistent with the sentiments 
of Bishops, Martyrs, and Reformers 
of the Church, as well as with our 
own belief who have subscribed our 
¢x-animo assent and consent to all and 
every thing in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer: therefore—and O that 
those misguided Non-conformists 
had reasoned thus !—it cannot be 
the doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land.” 

Waving all other animadversions, 
T remark, that this is representing 


Dr. Mant’s position as one only, and 


all our conclusions as the same, what- 
ever had been our premises ; viz. 
that Dr. Mant’s “ cannot be the doc- 
trine of the Church of England.”— 
But the fact is, Dr, Mant’s positions 
are distinctly three :—1. That this 
doctrine is that of Scripture: 2. That 
it is the doctrine of the Ghurch : and 

* Without intentional misrepresentation ? 


Does this imply that there was a lurking 
consciousness of actual misrepresentation, 
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3.. That it is the doctrine of our 
most eminent divines. Against 
these three positions our arguments, 
here so perverted, are directed: and 
they go to establish a direct nega- 
tive to each of them in succession. 

The misrepresentation of this 
passage is so gross, that I had actu- 
ally prepared a note to the Editor, 
claiming justice at his hands; and I 
will candidly give you my reason 
for not sending it. 

Turning over the Review, I open- 
ed upon the following passage in an 
article on the present state of the 
nation :—‘* What everv body com- 
‘ plains of, is foverty. ‘This is the 
evil. Buttef the production of this 
evil we defy the sons of Adam to 
discover any other cause than the 
following: namely, the destruction 
of the national property BY THE 
GOVERNMENT, and in some, though 
a far inferior, degree, the derange- 
ments of business by the war. How 
can it be imagined that the enor- 
mous, the unheard-of, the Incredible 
expenditure to which this nation has 
been subjected by the operations of 
GOVERNMENT, Should not have pro- 
duced the effects which we behold, 
which we lament, and under which 
the nation languishes and mourns? 
The wonder is, not that it has pro- 
duced such effects, but that it has not 
produced them in still greater mea- 
sure, and ata much earlicr period. 
The miracle is, that the productive 
powers of the country have been so 
long able to keep pace with the 
DESTRUCTIVE POWERS OF GOVERN. 
MENT; have been so long able to 
save the nation from feeling the 
stings of increasing poverty, not- 
withstanding the immense and in- 
creasing mass of property which 
THE GOVERNMENT annually consum- 
ed! During a period of scarcely 
twenty-five years, THE GOVERNMENT 
has actually expended more than 
one thousand nine hundred millions 
sterling ! Only think of one thousand 
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the property of this people, in the 
course of twenty-five years; ang 
wonder at their poverty if you cap! 
Only think of the virtue and indus. 
try of this people having created, jy 
the course of twenty-five years, oz, 
thousand nine hundred millions of 
property, to be TAKEN FROM THEN! 
to be cousumed by others, and no 
by themselves! a property for whic; 
they laboured, but with which they 
were allowed neither to increase 
their riches nor add to their enjoy: 
ments ! excepting as far as the plea. 
sures and profits of war extended.”* 
p-. 425. 

This determined me against send. 
ing my note. I resolved to have no 
communication with persons who 
seemed equally well prepared (0 
preach rebellion against “ the govern 
ment,” and virulent animosity aguinst 
the Established Church. 

I cannot forbear asking, if this is 
the publication which our dissenting 
brethren patronize and press into 
notice, what are we to, think of all 
the professions of candour and lide 
rality, even towards the Church, 
which they so copiously make a 
the meetings of our Bible Societies, 
and on other public occasions !— 
And not only so, but, if this publ 
cation be the vehicle of their sent 
ments, where is their loyalty and 
well affected mind towards the 
State ? 

I beg it may be observed, that Iam 
not here saying, the Dissenters are 
disloyal, or they are malignant i0 
their hostility against the Church: 1 
would not even insinuate such char 
ges: I should be very backward toat: 
mit, and very sorry to believe them- 
whatever I may think of the Eclect¢ 
Review. I only call upon them 
consider what they are doing in pi 
ronizing a work of such a spirit, 20! 

* acknowledge myself answerable 
printing certain words in this quotation iid 
capitals. | 
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y allowing what may be considered as 
heir organ to be conducted in such 
id g manner. 

, [ only add one more remark. 
5. Supposing it were demonstrated, 


yy 





In ete aa 
js the Case, that such an institution 


of Mifas the United Church of England 
! aid [reland—an institution of such 
ot MEE extent and influence—nraintained so 
ch had a doctrine as he agrees with us 
oy Min thinking Dr. Mant’s to be, what 
se MEE should be the feelings of the Chris- 
y* ae Gan mind on the view of the fact? 
je What must be the feelings of any 
Me pind, in which the interests of true 

religion were not outweighed by 
d- MEE those of its own little sect? Could 
0 Ma they De any other than those of 
10 Mae unfeigned and deep regret? Could 
ofa they be feelings of triumph and 
ls insult ? 


st I am, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
i JOHN SCOTT. 
ng Hull, June S, 1816, 
to 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


‘h, An essential service has been ren- 
at dered to the religious public by your 
ema correspondent R. W. D., in the 
—Be utionary extract respecting “ Zhe 


fie Whole Duty of Man,” which he has 
tie communicated through the medium 
of your pages (Number for April, 
1816, p. 223.) The mischief which 
has been produced by that defective 
publication is incalculable, The 
grounds upon which a guilty sinner 
must hope for acceptance with God, 
’ stated in that book, being directly 
opposed to those which are laid down 
the Scriptures, it is much to be 
tared that the excellent moral pre- 
‘epts with which it abounds, have 
tended (in a multitude of cases) to 
delude the reader, by inducing him 
rely upon the supposed merit of 
"sincere though imperfect obedience. 





fo 
Vii Not to dwell, sir, at present 
‘pon this important topic, permit me 
0 inquire of R. W. D. (or of any 
ther correspondent who may be able 





Fiints Respecting the Author of “ The Whole Duty of Man.’ 


ss the Reviewer is eager to believe ~ 
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to communicate the information,) 
whether the mame of “the author of 
the Whole Duty of Man’’ be known 
to him; or whether, in the course of 
his reading, he may have met with 
any facts which throw light upon that 
question? Inthe meantime, I would 
submit the following hints to the 
consideration of those who may feel 
interested in the subject. 

The zame of the writer was, I 
believe, studiously concealed at the 
period of the pubiication of the work ; 
and (if I am not mistaken, for I have 
not, at this moment, the opportunity 
of reference) that circumstance is 
stated by the publisher of the folio 
edition, The work in question, 
‘ The Whole Duty of Man,” was 
written in the middle of the 17th 
century, against the errors of the 
Antinomians. The title-page of the 
copy of one of the earlier editions 
belonging to the library of Queen’s 
College, Cambridge, contains an 
anonymous MS. note, in which the 
author is stated to have been “ Afr. 
Basket of Worcestershire.’ 

In the subjoined curious extract, 
which being hitherto unpublished 
may not be undeserving a place in 
your pages, the work is ascribed to 
a different hand. Itisselected from 
a miscellaneous and voluminous 
collection of MSS., of sufficient no- 
toriety, in the public library at Cam- 
bridge. Of the degree of probable 
authority which attaches to the nar- 
rative, your readers must form their 
own opinions. 


G. C, G. 


‘ October $1, 1698, Mr. Thomas 
Caulton, Vicar of Worksop, in Not- 
tinghamsbire, (in the presence of 
Sir W. Thornton, and his Lady, 
Madam Frances Heathcote, Mrs. 
Mary Ash, Mrs. Mary Caulton, 
and John Hewijt, Rector of Hart- 
hill,) declared the words following, 
viz.— 

“ ¢ November 5, 1689, at Shire 
Oake, Madam Ayre, of Rampton, 
after dinner, took me up into ‘her 
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chamber, and told. me that her 
daughter Moyser, of Beverley, was 
dead, and that in that month she had 
buried her husband and several rela- 
tions, but that her comfort was, that, 
by her monthly sacraments she par- 
ticipated still with them in the com- 
munion of saints. 

“«¢ Then she went to her closet, 
and fetched out a MS., which she 
suid was the original of the Whole 
Duty of Man, tied together and 
stitched in octavo like sermon notes. 
She untied it, saying, it was Dr. 
Fell’s correction, and that the au- 
thor was the Lady Packington’ (her 
mother), in whose hand it was 
written.” 

“To prove this, the said Mr. 
Caulton further added, that she said 
she had shewn it to Dr. Covell, 
Master of Christ’s College in Cam- 
bridge, Dr. Stamford, Prebendary of 
York, and Mr. Banks, the present 
incumbent of the great Church in 
Hull. She added, withall, that the 


Decau of Christian Piety was her’s, 
{the Lady Packington’s) also, but 


disowned any of the rest to be her 
mother’s.’ 

“This is a true copy of what I 
wrote from Mr. Caulton’s mouth, 
two days before his decease. Wit- 
ness my hand, November 15, 98.” 

‘S JOHN HEWIJT.” 


Baker’s MSS. Vol. XXXV. p. 469. 


JOURNEY THROUGH HOLLAND AND 
GERMANY TO SWITZERLAND. 


(Continued from p. 369.) 


Tue next day we left Schwallback 
(the source of the water called Selt- 
zer water, and surrounded by moun- 
tainsy) for Mayence or Mentz. We 
had an unpleasant road along dreary 
woods entirely of pines and furze, 
and over very steep mountains, which 
required an additional horse to each 
carriage. Long before we reached 
Mayence we saw the deplorable 
marks which the French had left of 
their short residence there. Not a 


Zour to Switzerland through Germany. 
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tree was to be seen ; all had been cut 
down, to be placed by them befor 
the numerous works they had raiseq 
for the defence of the town, wher 
attacked by the Prussians, who took 
it after a slow siege of many months 
These works are of considerable ey. 
tent, with wide fosses and dray, 
bridges.—Cassel faces Mayence op 
the other side of the Maine ; and jp 
the middle of that fine river is a smal} 
island, which the French made theip 
slaughter-house, and in which they 
are said to have killed and eaten six 
thousand of their own horses. From 
Cassel, where we put up for dinner, 
I walked to Mayence over a wooden 
bridge, which rests on sixty large 
boats, distant from each other abou 
36 feet, which gives alength of 214 
fect. 

The town of Mayence is, as to the 
streets, one of the dirtiest I ever say, 
A row of single stones is placed in 
every street, lengthways, so that by 
walking over them you may escape 
being buckle deep in mud. 

My object in going to Mayence 
was to view the vestiges of the siege 
They were tremendous, but yet not 
so extensive as lexpected. A good 
many houses anc some churchesand 
other public buildings had. been 
levelled with the dust; but many 
houses, which exhibited strong marks 
of the cannon, had stood, and might 
be easily repaired. They have a 
method of painting the outside of 
their houses, al fresco, of a pink 
colour. I think the effect is gent: 
rally good ; and on the steeple of the 
cathedral, which is handsome and 
high, it is even beautiful. , ItJooks 
as if it were built of light red marble, 
Theelector resides here. His palact 
has a fine appearance : and though # 
prince of the church, bis militaly 
establishment wasonavery extensl¥¢ 
and respectable footing ;. and > 
troops has a truly, marual air, am 
seemed to be well disciplined. 
arsenal is a handsome building 00! 
outside of the town, and fronts 
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: BB yaine. No one was at that time 
sermitted to go near it: there Is also 
, handsome palace in the great 
square belonging to the prince of 
; Holstein, called Holstein House, 


On going back to the inn, I was 
’ stopped at the entrance of the bridge 
! [had passed before, and conducted 
n MM by a soldier to the major of the garri- 
n son, Who demanded my passport, and 


! inquired how I had passed before, 
t without being stopped by the centi- 
y nels; and told me, that I must be 
XM detained until the pleasure of the 
nN MS commandant of the town was known. 


ry Ishewed him my passport, and said 
N Mim that, if there were a general order to 
¢ Be stop English gentlemen on the terri- 


It Mim tory of the Elector of Mayence, I 
9 BE should readily submit, and only con- 

gratulate myself on being the priso- 
¢ Mie yer ofan officer of so much politeness; 
M butthat, if there was no such order, I 
IN BE should undoubtedly complain to the 


yi ambassador at Munich. This pro- 

re duced many civil expressions on his 
part,and 1 was allowed to proceed. 

1 Idined at Cassel, and crossed an 

im arm of the Maine at wu village called 

ot Frotzheim. The bridge consists of 


nd large planks fitted to each other, but 
id hotlastened, and without any railing, 
et across copper bouts; which boats 
ae strongly linked together, and 
moored across the river. They are 
extremely thin and light, but are 
tipable of bearing a great weight. 
The river being rough when we went 
wer, the sensation on the bridge 
¥és very singular, as the boats ne- 
essatily obeyed the impulse of the 
Vives. We went through a cross 
tad over fields to a very neat and 
‘mall town, called Cross Geran, 
Vhere 1 found the houses all painted 
‘the outside, and the principal 
itreets wide. 
Nothing remarkable presented 
Wselfbetween this place and Heidel- 
'§) which belongs to the elector 
Pilatine. The whole country called 
the Palatinate is uncommonly beau- 
Vil and fraitfal. The road lay be- 
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tween a ridge of hich hills, planted 
with vines on one side and sloping 
fields on the other. I had the plea- 
sure of witnessing the commence- 


‘ment of the vintage, an event which 


always diffuses through every wine 
country a general air of cheerfulness. 
The weather was extremely fine, and 
1 walked the greater part of the way. 
One side of the road was at different 
distances occupied by very capacious 
vessels, in which men with large 
wooden pounders were pressing the 
grapes ; which strings of other men, 
continually succeeding each other, 
were bringing down from the vine- 
yards, where a great number of 
womenand children, who sung while 
they worked, were employed ia 
cutting them. I bought for the 
value of five-pence a basket full of 
fine white and red grapes, sufficient 
for my travelling companions and 
myself and all our attendants. 

After having gone about ten miles, 
4a different and more mournful scene 
arresied our attention. It was a se- 
vere engagement between the French 
and the Austrians, en the other side 
of the Rhine, some miles below Man- 
heim, which [ left on my right hand. 
The cannonade was incessant, and 
the smoke could be seen rising at 
every discharge of the artillery. ‘he 
horror of this scene, which formed 
so striking a contrast to that peace- 
ful and cheerful one I had just 
left, made so strong an impression 
upon me, that 1 took no notice of 
the country through which I was 
travelling until I reached Heidel- 
berg, where [ arrived in time foe 
dinner. Heidelberg is an old town, 
having litthe that is remarkable, ex- 
cept its fine situation on the Neckar, 
a large navigable river, and the beau- 
tifal country by whichit is surround- 
ed. The fortress is said to be strong. 
The day being hot, I had not suffi- 
cient curiosity to visit the famous 
ton keptin the castle, which contains 
one thousand hogsheads of wine. 
The quantity drawn frony it cvery 
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year is always replcnished out of the 
ensuing vintage. 
~~ Between Heidelberg and Stut- 
ard, a distance of about twenty-two 
eagues, I passed through several 
$mall towns and a great number of 
Villages, but no place of any note. 
The country was every where rich 
and well cultivated, and exhibited a 
continued succession of hills, valleys, 
fields, and woods. ‘The verdure was 


beautiful. The accommodations, 
except in great towns, proved 
wretched. The food and wines 


indeed were good, but the houses 
were dirty; and the feather-beds 
placed above and beneath us, were 
in a state to make us wish to sit up at 
night, in preference toentering them. 

On the 26th I arrived at Stutgard, 
the capital of the duchy of Wirtem- 
burg, and the winter residence of the 
duke. He was, next to the electors, 
the greatest prince in the empire of 
Germany—had a standing army of 
6000 men, and could raise a militia 
of 40,000 more. 

Stutgard 1s a handsome well-built 
town ; contains wide and airy streets, 
and good houses. ‘The palace of the 
duke is a magnificent regular build- 
ing. By a decree of the empire, 
this duchy had lately armed its pea- 
Sants, a circumstance which had 
proved detrimental to the fine chaces 
of the duke and some of the nobles; 
and not only to their game, but also 
tothe gamekeepers who opposed the 
use the peasants were disposed to 
make oftheirarms. They bad actu- 
ally shot some of the keepers, 
observing, very coolly, ** We ere no 
longer in old times, and are determined 
to begin tolive.’ Is it not surprising 
that, notwithstanding this disposition 
of the public mind (of which there 
are many still stronger indications,) 
the government should not only have 
persevered in maintaining all the se- 
verity of their feudal rights, but 
should have resorted to fresh mea- 
sures of oppression, calculated to 
rouse the people to actual insurrec- 
tion ? 
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The war and the general leyjc, of 
the empire had rendered new axes 
necessary. Here, as formerly in 
France, the people only were tayeq 


The nobles and the military, thos - 


who composed what they call jj. 
stelts, and those who had the niog 
distant affinity with the Guke, op 
employment in his household, ger 
hrivileged persons, and paid no taxes, 
The chief object of taxation is the 
vineyards and ihe wines, which make 
four fifths of the wealth of Wirtem. 
burg. The people, who have the 
reputation of being good and quie, 
had hitherto submitted quietly toihe 
oppression they hadtoendure But 
on the occasion of a recent imposi« 
tion, by which wines drunk by the 
lower orders were more heavily tax. 
ed, while those of the higher classes 
continued wholly exempt, a conside- 
rable ferment was produced. The 
edict of the duke and his council was 
no sooner out, than the Burghers met, 
and made a respectful remonstrance 
upen this grievance, stating it to be 
beyond their strength. The duke 
and council refused to modify the 
measure ;—upon which the people 
signified their determination: not to 
submit; and held meetings, which 
assumed so alarming an appearance 
that when I left Stutgard, a proclas 
mation was in the press, repealing 
the obnoxious edict. 


(To be continued,) 
ge 


PINCKARD’S NOTES ON THE 
WEST INDIES. 


DR. 


In our volume for 1806, we gavea Co 
pious Review of this invaluable works 
Weare happy to seethata second edi 
tion has recently made itsappearance 
No publication could be more seaso™ 
able. It exhibits the impressiol 
made on the mind of ap intelligent 
and disinterested spectator, at first 
evidently prejudiced in’ favour 
West-Indian manners, who has ha 


: ith his 
an opportunity of seeing with hi 
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own eyes the real nature and ef- 
fects of colonial bondage. We think 
‘the more necessary to bring for- 
yard to the view of our readers, at 
this particular time, a witness so re- 


spectable, and so far removed from 


any suspicion of partiality or party 
feeling, aS Dr. Pinckard; since, in 
che warmth of the conflict on West 
{ndian subjects which is now carry- 
ing on, the colonial partizans ap- 
pear disposed to deny the existence 
even of the most prominent features 
of their own System. We should as 
soon have expected to hear it denied 
that the nose formed a part of the 
human countenance, as that the prac- 
tice of driving the Negroes at their 
work by the impulse of the cart- 
whip, was not generally prevalent 
in the West Indies. Exceptions 
from this common rule may doubt. 
less be produced—+so may men with- 
out noses: but from such rare ex- 
amples it would be most obviously 
unfair to object to the general state- 
ment. The fact is—a fact capable 
of the clearest proof from the direct 
cridence, or the unavoidable conces- 
sions, of West Indians themselves— 
thatthe Negroes in general labour 
unler the lash, and are compelled 
toexertion either by the terror or 
the actual pain of its infliction. On 
some future Occasion we may pre- 
sent to the public view, should that 
be necessary, a variety of authentic 
attestations to this fact. In the mean 
time, the testimony of Dr. Pinckard 
may be regarded as quite decisive. 
Drivers, of whom there are one or 
more on all estates, this interesting 
witer describes to be ‘*Slaves so 
termed from being promoted to the 
distineuished office of following their 
comrades ufion all occasions witha 
whit at their backs, as an English 
carter follows his horses.” In short, 
t would be as reasonable to deny 
- Slavery exists in the West In- 
= at all, as to deny that the slaves 
© compelled to labour by the im- 
pulse of the whip. 


Chrrst. Obsery. No. 175. 
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Our object at present, however, 
is not to enter on the discussion of 
this particular question, but to pre- 
sent our readers with some of those 
graphic representations of West In- 
dian manners and feelings, in re- 
spect to the slave population, with 
which Dr. Pinckard has furnished 
us, and which have not already been 
extracted in our former review of 
his work. The first we shall give 
has a relation, not to the conduct of 
any individual, but to the adminis- 
tration of criminal justice, and the 
judicial proceedings of public func- 
tionaries. The letter from which 
the extract is taken bears date in 
Demarara, the 16th May, 1796. 

*¢T wish I could repeat to you,” 
observes Dr.Pinckard, “ as eloquent- 
ly as I heard it related, the very in- 
teresting detail of an expedition sent 
into the woods against the Bush- 
negroes, last year, under the com- 
mand of Major M‘Grah and Captain 
Dougan. Many persons had been 
robbed, and had their property oth- 
erwise injured by their predatory 
excursions: indeed the whole colo- 
ny was disturbed, and, from the in- 
creasing number of these sanguinary 
hordes, was threatened with eventual 
destruction. It was resolved, there- 
fore, that a body of troops should 
be sent into the woods to search for 
their places of resort, and to endea- 
vour to subdue or exterminate them. 
A party of the Dutch soldiers of the 
garrison was accordingly equipped 
for this duty, and marched in due 
military order into the forest. 

* But this was not the species of 
force calculated for such an enter- 
prize: from not having observed all 
the minute precautions required in 
this new and hazardous warfare, they 
were surprised and defeated by the 
Blacks; and very few of the soldiers 
escaped, most of them being killed, 
and their scalps, or bodies, fixed 
against the trees, to serve as exam- 
ples of what others were toexpect who 


should venture on a. similar service. 
SN 
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‘* The government and the colo- 
Mists having discovered, from fatal 
experience, that the Bush-negroes 
were more formidable than had been 
imagined; and finding that regular 
European troops were not the best 
fitted for this kind of duty, raised 
a corps of Biacks from among the 
most faithful of the slaves, and also 
engayed in their interest a party of 
Indians from the woods, who, happi- 
ly for the planters, hold the Bush- 
negroes in great abhorrence. 

** Well provided and. equipped, 
this second expedition, commanded 
as above mentioned, separated into 
two parties, and boldly advanced in- 
to the forest to ferm a combined 
attack. Upon their march, they 
passed the dead bodies of the Dutch 
soldiers, tied to the trees at the sides 
of a narrow path. Not deterred by 
this horrid scene, they proceeded 
onward, having the sagacious Indi- 
ans on their flanks ; by whose acute- 
ness and penetration they discovered 
the various situations where the dif- 
ferent companies of the brigands had 
taken up their residence, and, by 
well-concerted attacks, defeated and 
routed them wheresoever they met 
them. 4s an encouragement to the 
able and new-raised troofis, a fire- 
mium was offered for every right 
hand ofa Bush-negro that should be 
broughtin; and, when they returned 
Jrom the woods, they afifeared with 
seventy black arms disfilayed ufion 
the froints of their bayonets, causing 
avery singular and shocking sfiecta. 
cle to the beholders. Three hundred 
guilders each had been fixed as the 
frrice ; but it was found necessary to 
reduce the firemium, lest the slaves 
should kill their firisoners, or even 
destroy each other to obtain it. 

“* The exertion and fatigue requir- 
ed in such a movement cannot well 
be conceived by those who are accus- 
tomed only to regular and systematic 
warefare : nor is it probable that such 
@ service could have been supported 
7n this climate by European soldiers. 
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In addition to all the difficulties o¢ 
making their way through the yp. 


known and almost impenetrab) 
woods, they knew not where to fing 
the enemy’s posts; and ‘were, » 
every minute, liable to be fallen upg, 
by surprise. 

‘* At first entering the bush, the 
march was continued for a great djs, 
tance, nearly knee-deep in water, 
when further advanced, the troops 
had to scramble through the thick. 
ets, or follow each other, by aco. 
fined path, in Indian file ; and, afie 
the harassing march of the day, ty 
lie down at night, on the bare ground, 
under the trees, the officers suspend, 
ing their hammocks from bpugh to 
bough in the open air. They had, 
moreover, to carry the whole of their 
provisions, arms, ammunition, and 
every other necessary required for 
the success of the enterprise, upn 
their backs. 

“‘ But for the assistance given by 
the Indians, the brigands would, 
probably, never have been subdued; 
perhaps not found ! The expertnes 
of these men, in such a pursuit, is 
peculiar, and beyond all that could 
be imagined, by those who live in 
crowded society. ‘Fhey not only 
hear sounds in the woods, whieh are 
imperceptible to others, but judge, 
with surprising accuracy, of the dis 
tance and direction from when 
they proceed. The position of a 
fallen leaf, or the bending of a bran 
ble, too slight to be noticed by a 
European eye, conveys to them cet 
tain intelligence respecting the roule 
tuken by those whom they pursue 
From constant practice and observa- 
tion, their organs of sense become 
highly improved; and _ they bea 
with an acuteness, and see with 4 
precision, truly surprising to thos 
who are unacquainted with hell 
habits and their vigilance. With such 
guides, the corps moved in con 
dence, and was conducted with os 
Seven encampments of the brig 
were discovered, and complete 


316.4 


routed; some of which had existed 
during fifteen years, concealed in the 
profoundest gloom of the forest. 
‘The following was the mode 
i ysually observed in establishing these 
places of residence and resort. Hav- 
ing fixed upon the spot most con- 
yenient for their purpose, a circular 
piece of ground was cleared of its 
wood: in the centre of this, they 
built huts, and formed the encamp- 
ment, planting around the buildings, 
oranges, bananas, plantains, yams, ed- 
does, and other kinds of provisions ; 
thus, in addition to the trees of the 
forest, procuring themselves further 
concealment by the plantations which 
give them food. The eddoes were 
found in great plenty, and seemed 
to constitute their principal diet.— 
Round the exterior of the circular 
spot was cut a deep and wide ditch, 
which, being filled with water, and 
suck, at the sides and bottom, with 
sharp-pointed stakes, served as a 
formidable barrier of defence. The 
path across this ditch was placed two 
or three feet below the surface, and 


wholly concealed from the eye by 
the water being always thick and 
muddy. Leaves were strewed, and 
steppings, similar in their kind, made 
to the edges of the ditch, at vari- 
ous parts, as a precaution, to deceive 
any who might approach, respecting 


the real situation of the path. But 
the proper place of crossing was 
found out by the sagacity of the In- 
dians, who soon @iscovered that to 
attempt to pass at any other part 
Was to be impaled alive. 

“Tt was found that the brigands 
had eight of these encampments, or 
Points of rendezvous, in the woods, 
one of which is supposed still to re- 
j Maln undiscovered. After much fa- 
ligue in endeavouring to find it, the 
Starch was relinquished, in the idea 
acne of the prisoners, either by 

Sence or torture, would be in- 
Phe to make it known: but this 

*pectation has only led to disap- 

Porttment. All the means used have 
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failed ; and the prisoners, fatthful to 
their cause, have suffered torture and 
death without betraying their forest 
associates. 

“© The cruel severities inflicted ufi- 
on these miserable Blacks have been 
such as you will scarcely believe 
could have been practised by any well 
ordered government? for, however 
strongly pubishment was merited, the 
refinement of torture, with which it 
was employed, ought never to have 
been tolerated in any state professing 
to be civilized. Humanity shudders 
at the bare recital of it. 

“ Most of the ring-leaders were ta- 
ken, and brought to Stabroek, where 
they were afterwards tried and exe- 
cuted; the majority of them suffering 
with a degree of fortitude and hero- 
ism worthy a better cause. One In 
particular, named Amsterdam, sup- 
ported the extreme of punishment 
with a firmness truly astonishing. He 
was subjected to the most shocking 
torture, in the hope of compelling him 
to give information regarding the re- 
maining encampment—but in vain ! 
He despised the severest suffering, 
and nothing could induce him to be- 
tray his late companions, or to make 
known their yet undiscovered re- 
treat.* 

“ He was sentenced to be burnt 
alive, first having his flesh torn from 
his limbs with red-hot frincers ; and 
in order to render his punishment still 
more terrible, he was.compelled to sit 
by, and see thirteen others broken ufi- 
on the wheel and hung ; and then, in 
being~ conducted to execution, was 
made to walk over the thirteen dead 
bodies of his comrades. Being fasten- 
ed to an iron stake, surrounded with 
the consuming pile, which was about 
to be illumined, he regarded the by- 
standers with all the complacency of 
heroic fortitude, and, exhibiting the 
most unyielding courage, resolved 

* We would here warn such of our rea- 
ders, as have not nerves capable of endur; 


ing a tale of horror, to proceed no farther 
in the narration, 
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that all the torture ingenuity or cru- 
elty might inyent should not extort 
from him a single groan, or a sylla- 
ble that could in any way impeach 
his friends. 

‘With the first pair of pincers, 
the executioner tore the flesh from 
one of his arms. The sudden inflic- 
tion of pain caused him to recede, in 
a slight degree, from the irons ; and 
he drew in his breath, as if to form it 
into a sigh, but he instantly recovered 
himself. His countenance indicated 
self-reproach, and he manifestiy took 
shame for having betrayed even the 
slightest sense of suffering ; then, re- 
suming more, if possible, than his 
former composure, he patiently wait- 
ed the approach of the next irons, and, 
on these being brought towards him, 
he steadfastly cast his eye upon them, 
Inclined a little forward, and with an 
unshaken firmness of countenance, 
deliberately met their burning grasp ! 
From that moment he shewed himself 
capable of despising the severest pain. 
Not a feature was afterwards disturb- 
ed, and he preserved a dégree of tran- 
quillity implying absolute contempt 
of torture and of death. 

“Finally, when the destructive 
pile was set in flames, his body spun 
round the iron stake, with the mouth 
open, until his head fell back, and life 
was extinguished. I am told, by a 
gentlemen who had the melancholy 


task to attend the execution, that’ 


the most horrid stench continued for 
many hours, to issue from the roast- 
ing body, and was extremely offen- 
sive throughout the town, penetrating 
so strongly into the houses to leeward, 
as to make many persons sick, and 
prevent them from taking food dur- 
ing the remainder of the day.” 
Well may humanity shudder at 
such a recital. But if the transac- 
tion be too horrid even to be told, 
what must it have becn to have been 
witnessed—and still more, what must 
it have been to have been felt? And 
is it in the uncontrouled power of 
persons capable of perpetrating such 
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atrocities, that the British Parliament he 
and the British Nation will leaye the a fn 
destinies of near a million of their 
fellow-subjects? We must no longer ow 
squeamishly turn aside our view from ° 
those spectacles of horror, This nas 4 
tion can no longer decline the duty " 


of examining them, aye, and of reme. 
dying them too. 

But we shall be told, that twenty 
years have passed since these scenes 
were acted ; and that the state of the 
Slaves in the West Indies has been 
greatly improved during the interval, 
Be it so. But to what is this im. 
provement, even if we admit that it 
has taken place, to be attributed but 
to the controul of public opinion ip 
this country, and to the influence of i 
those public discussions which West 
Indians would deprecate as the worst 
of evils? 
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For ourselves, we think there may net 
be some room to question whether fam 24 
the temper and feelings of the White ie 4 
population of the West Indies t- ur. 
wards the Slaves have undergone any im” 
marked change. We speak not of fmm!” 
enlightened proprietors residing in leas 
this country; nor of some excepted Bids 
cases of men of enlarged minds and Ans: 
liberal education residing in the co- Mim PMc 
lonies; but we speak of the massof " 


the resident Whites. The recent 







transactions in Barbadoes do not cer- ar 
tainly furnish any striking proofof sai 


the alleged improvement. Only 
two White men at most, more receit 
accounts state only one, fell during 
the commotion ; and it is even now 
doubted whether that single death Is 
to be ascribedto the insurgent Blacks. 
But what has been the course purst* 
ed by the Whites ? Numbers of unre 
sisting Slaves, it is udmitted, have 
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been killed by the militia. Numbers ho fc 
besides have since been executed on Hy "ce 
the scaffold ; and the thirst for Negro mall 
blood, we are told from good author! “ 
ty, is not yet satiated. A thousand , he 
executions are said to have taken . 
place in the course of a few weeks, . ich { 
We should like to read the minutes nak 
ee 









ly Bi 316.) 

ent Pathe trials which have issued in this 
he Myumeary and tremendous ACT OF 
cir ME snce. Why, ifinthis kingdom, 






taining twelve’millions of people, 
yjlion had threatened the life of 
monarch, and the overthrow of 
‘sgovernment by open war, what 
ould we have said to @ thousand 
seeutions ? And yet in the petty 
und of Barbadoes, containing not a 
e-hundred-and- fiftieth part of that 
ppulation, a thousand human beings 
re judicially executed in the course 
fafew feeks=—Even in Demarara, 
every scene of the enormities 
ated by Dr. Pinckard, one of the 
iminal judges, J. Clayton Jenyns, 
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meiderations om the Doctrine of 
Bajitism, reprinted from the Eclec- 
tic Review, May 11,1816. Article, 
Dr. Mant’s two Tracts, intended to 
conve, right Netions of Regenera- 
tion and Conversion; and the Pub- 
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ue Eclectic Reviewers, having 
ninthe general habit of vindicat- 
i from attack the “doctrines which 
leaccording to godliness,” may be 
tpposed on this ground to have 
quired a certain degree of credit 
tong religious readers of all de. 
nptions. For some time past, 
*wever, their work has assumed so 
isle an attitude towards the Es- 
iilished Church, to say nothing of 
¢ state,* as to induce many persons 
ho formerly favoured its design, 
' tegard its progress with no 


= degree of suspicion and dis- 
rust, 
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nd MB The most superficial survey of 
cen ‘w “Considerations on Baptism,” 
ks, MiP "Ich they have deemed it their duty 


es MM trade on the world. asa separate 


t 
| oy % paper in the present Number, 


Review of the Eclectic Review on Bapftisn. 


445 


no longer ago than in November last, 
published in the gazette of that colo- 
ny his deliberate opinion, ‘¢ that the 
authority of the master over his 
Negroes is not to be encumbered 
with official formalities ;” that “ his 
power cannot without danger be 
brought into doubt or discussion, and 
should never be opposed or thwarted 
by any intermediate authority.” If 
a judge, the very man to whom the 
protection of the slave from oppres- 
sion is officially committed, thus 
speak, what are we to expect from 
the community at large ? 


(To be continued.) 
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pamphlet, cannot fail to produce a 
convictionin any unprejudiced mind, 
that their object, in mingling in this 
controversy, has been, not to vindi- 
cate the truth, but to injure the 
Establishment. 

The substance of the charge . 
brought against the Church by the 
Eclectic Reviewers is, that her Li- 
turgy is Popish (p. 7,) because it 
maintains the popish doctrine on the 
important point of baptismal regene- 
ration. 

In endeavouring to repel. this 
writer’s. charge, we shall consider—= 

I. His proof from testimony, 

Although this writer informs us, 
that the proof of what the Church 
teaches “can only be decided by the 
declarations of her own ritual,” (p. 
15,) he nevertheless makes as much 
use as he can of other evidence. 
His witnesses may be divided into 
two classes. 

1. The Nonconformists. 

These divines, he informs us, con- 
sidered, “that the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer teaches the doctrine 
of real baptismal regeneration, 
and certain salvation consequent 
thereupon.” (p. 4.) And they 
attached “so much weight to this 
consideration that it was a principal 
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and prominent ground of their Non- 
conformity.” (p. 4.) 

But admitting that the Noncon- 
formists held the opinion ascribed 
to them, we still cannot receive their 
Opinion as evidence of the doctrine 
of the Church. That the above 
statement was made by some of them, 
is beyond a doubt. But were they 
proper and competent judges in this 
case ? 

The Reviewer, indeed, tells us, 
that they * had the best opportunities 
for ascertaining” the truth of this 
doctrine. We, on the contrary, are 
of opinion, that their circumstances 
avere very unfavourable to the form- 
ing of a sound judgment on’ any 
points involving the credit of the 
Establishment. 

In the first place, many of them 
were exceedingly inveterate against 
an eftiscofial form of church govern- 
ment; and many of them could not 
endure any liturgyatall. The Inde- 
pendents, who were very numerous, 
thought it a grievance to be clogged 
even with the “* Directory,’”’ (issued 
by the Presbyterian Parliament,) 
though it frescribed no particular 
words to be used, but merely pointed 
out the order to be followed, and 
suggested the general topics of 
prayer. A few indeedthere were, like 
Baxter, who would have conformed 
to a liturgy of their own devising ; 
but the greater part would not con- 
form to any ritual. 

In the second place, at the close of 
@ revolution and counter-revolution 
both in church and state, the revolu- 
tionary party cannot surely be con- 
sidered to have been in any better 
Situation for interpreting the doc- 
trines and services of their adversa- 
ries, than the followers of the late 
Ruler of France are for candidly 
interpreting the present acts of the 
French government; or the West- 
Indian party for deciding upon the 
merits of the Slave Registry Bill. 

This at least may fairly be asked, 
Wherein did the “ opportunities’’ of 
the Nonconformists of the Second 
Chiarles’s days excel tltose of former 
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times? And how came it to pass 
that the former should have been 
better able to appreciate the views of 
the Church, respecting the doctrine 
of baptism, than their forefathers, the 
Puritans? It is possible, although 
we know of no evidence of the fact 
that there might have been individy. 
als among the Nonconformists of 
earlier days who entertained the same 
opinion with those of later times ; but 
no similar objection appears to have 
been made against our Baptismal 
Office during the long reigns of Elj- 
zabeth and the First James. Inthe 
Millenary petition, and at the Hamp- 
ton Court Conference, in which the 
Nonconformists, in the most explicit 
and minute manner, stated their ob- 
jéctions to the Liturgy, before King 
James, though they objected to the 
cross in baptism, and to the interro- 
gatoriesto children, they never made 
any objection to the doctrine of that 
service as popish. This would seem 
to be an unaccountable omission, if 
the matter had been viewed in the 
same light by those divines as by 
their successors. The inference 
seems inevitable, that as the Puritan 
divines of earlier times did not differ 
from the Church on the doctrine of 
baptism, the doctrine which the later 
Nonconformists and the Eclectic 
Reviewers have ascribed to the 
Church is not her doctrine ; or else 
that it was the doctrine of the early 
Puritans also; and then the Review- 
ers dissent from their fathers as well 
as from the Church. | 

But we have farther reasons to 
allege for considering the Noncom 
formists as not properly qualified to 
decide upon the genuine meaning of 
our Liturgy. 

The Reviewer deposes on thelr 
behalf, “ that the Book of iets 
Prayer teaches the doctrine of rea 
baptismal regeneration and cerialt 
salvation consequent thereupo” 


(p- 4,) Mr. Baxter has, moreover, 
recorded as theirs (octave igure 
206.) the following sentence, whic 


the Reviewer has chosen to omil j— 
eneration 


“and chat,” famely, this res 
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and salvation, * whether the persons 
baptized were qualified subjects of 
baptism, yea or not.” — ip 

These Nonconformists distinctly 
charge the Church with holding, not 
only ** real baptismal regeneration 
and certain salvation,” in conse- 
quence of baptism ; but with holding 
that these blessings are communicat- 
edin baptism, * whether the persons 
baptised are qualified subjects of 
baptism or not.” Here we take our 
stand, and ask, whether they have 
stated this matter justly? If not, 
their testimony is completely invali- 
dated. Is this the doctrine of our 
Church? Will this writer contend 
that it is? We venture to affirm, 
that if one thing in our Liturgy be 
more demonstrably evident than 
another, itis this; thatin none of her 
regular services does the Church 
speak of regeneration butas connect- 
ed with repentance, faith, and obe- 
dience. 

Tbesesame persons, as Mr. Baxter 
informs us (p. 217,) objected to the 
sign of the cross in baptism. But, 
in objecting toa thing being imposed 
upon them, they should prove it 
wrong according tathe meaningef the 
imposer. But Mr. Baxter informs 
us, that “the generality ofthe licensed 
ministers regarded it as a sacrament 
super-added tothat which our blessed 
Lord had instituted.” Is this then 
the light in which our Church views 
the cross in baptism? Does she con- 
sider it as a sacrament? Acchild, if 
asked * Flow many sacraments hath 
Christ ordained in his Church ?” will 
answer, “ ['wo: baptism, and the 
supper of the Lord.’? 

If an attempt should be made to 
evade the force of this argument, by 
saying, that the Nonconformists did 
hot state that éhe Church regarded the 
sign of the cross in baptism as a 
sacrament; we should reply, They 
cither did state this as the doctrine 
of the Church, or they did not. If 
they did, they stated that to be her 
doctrine which is net her dostrine ; 


and their evidence is thus rendered 
nugatory. If they did not state itas 
her doctrine, yet brought it forward 
as an objection against the Church, 


_ then their testimony is again invali- 


dated ; because they bring forward, 
as an objection against the Church, a 
doctrine which she does not teach. 

Fhe Nonconformists, therefore, 
are not competent witnesses in this 
case. There appears indeed to be no 
ground for many of the objections 
which they made against the Church 
in those times, except this; thatthe 
Papists had made use of similar 
ceremonies, and had attached certain 
ideas of efficacy to theiruse. But 
surely thisis no proof thatthe Church 
of England attaches a like meaning 
to them. Take, for example, the 
cases of the “ring in marriage,’— 
** the cross in baptism,”—and “ kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament.’’ 

Some, of the Nonconformists said, 
(and perhaps some modern Dissen- 
ters may say the same,) “We 
consider these things as popish, 
superstitious, and idolatrous.’’ But 
the question is not in what light 
these things are viewed by Noncon- 
formiists, but in what light the Church 
considers them. And surely the 
circumstance that they were so 
regarded by Nonconformists ts no 
proof at all that they were so regard. 
ed by the Church. We conclude 
then, that since these Nonconformists 
considered as idolatrous, ceremonies 
of the Church which are not idola- 
trous; held sentiments to be con- 
tained in her services which are not 
contained in them ; and brought, as 
objections to the Church, doctrines 
which she neither taught nor believ- 
ed; their testimony respecting what 
the Church teaches, or intended to 
teach, inthe Office of Baptism, can- 
not be allowed much weight. 

The Reviewer argues thus :—It 
would be ‘** strange,” he says, that 
the Nonconformists should “ mis- 
take” the Church’s meaning on this 
point. (p.4.) Bat they actually did 
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mistake many other things, and why 
not this?—He then adds, * If they 
were’? mistaken, “it is still more 
strange that no benevolent attempt 
was made to convince them of their 
error.” But who was to make the 
attempt? Would it not have been 
“ strange’? had those persons, who, 
this writer informs us, deliberately 
framed “ the act of uniformity,” with 
a “view to exclude them from the 
Church,’ used “benevolent at- 
tempts,” with a view to keep them 
in it! 

2. The second set of witnesses 
produced by the Reviewer, are the 
Ministers of the Church of England. 

The majority of the dignitaries 
and officiating ministers, he says, 
are of the same opinion with Dr. 
Mant and the Nonconformists. This, 
however, is assertion without proof. 
Dr. Mant indeed claims the generali- 
ty of the clergy as agreeing with him 
in opinion. But many _ persons, 
equally wise and well-informed, take 
a different view of the matter, and 
consider the majority of the clergy, 
who think at all seriously upon the 
subject, as opposed to Dr. Mant on 
this point. Indeed, if the statement 
of Dr. Lawrence, in a pamphlet 
which he has recently published (pp. 
17, 18,) be correct, zone of the clergy 
believe what is coftended for by Dr. 
Mant; namely, that, in every in- 
stance, persons are “ regenerated 
in baptism, and in baptism exclu- 
sively.” 

But supposing the statement of the 
Reviewer to be true, as to the opin- 
ions of the majority of the clergy, to 
what does it amount? We have 
already proved, that the Noncon- 
formists are not competent judges in 
this case; and we shall find little 
more difficulty in proving the same 
respecting these divines. It is not 


necessary to impugn the validity of 
the testimony assumed to be sup- 
plied by these witnesses, on the 
ground of any exception we our- 
selves might take to their competen- 
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cy: but surely it is fair to invalidate 
the Reviewer’s authorities from his 
own representations of them. And 
if the character of these divines, 
given by this writer, is just, we might 
as well refer the decision of the ques. 
tion to the Church of Rome, as to 
them. Let the reader only view 
their portrait, as drawn by the Re. 
viewer, and judge. He describes 
them as the “ anti-biblical faction.” 
who oppose “ the circulation of the 
Bible only,’’—as abettors of the doc. 
trine of bafitismal regeneration, and 
the ridiculers of ** Methodistic con- 
version ;’’ whose “ opposition” js 
“the last convulsive struggle of 
Popery within a Protestant Church.” 
(p. 13.) Let us ask, Would this 
Reviewer admit the competency of 
popish witnesses respecting Protes- 
tant doctrines—his own doctrines, for 
Instance—even if their numbers were 
in the proportion of 5000 to one? Or 
would he regard it as fair, if we should 
take from 4rians and Socinians our 
views of the orthodoxy of himself 
and his brethren? 

The unfairness of this writer is 
very extraordinary. Mr. Biddulph 
had quoted the testimony of about 
eighty divines of our Church, of the 
very first rank for station, learning, 
and piety. Yet the Reviewer hasthe 
boldness to say of these witnesses ; 
“ Whatever those good and great 
men believe to be the truth, or what- 
ever they understeod to be'the doc. 
trine of their Church, we cannot 
admit them as evidence in determin- 
ing the fact of the obvious and 
generally received meaning of the 
language of that Church.” (p. 7.) 
But why not admit them? Under 
what disability do they labour? Are 
they ignorant, and therefore incap% 
ble of appreciating their own creey: 
Or are they Papists, and of course 
adverse to the genuine construction 
of Protestant doctrines? Orare they 
enemies to the Church, and coget 
fore lying under proscription ; 
reason of prejudice? Let as ma! 
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nere the unfair conduct of this 
writer, in his assumed quality of ar- 
biter In the present controversy.— 


He proves himself to be a prejudiced _ 


adversary to the Church ; and not in- 
clined, in her case, to * judge righ- 
reous judgment.” He admits pro- 
{essed and decided enemies out of 
the Church, and those whom he rep- 
resents as Papists within it, as com. 
petent and sound witnesses in this 
cause; but Protestants and friends, 
though ‘good and great men,” he 
will not permit to be heard: their 
evidence is inadmissible. 

Before we dismiss the subject of 
testimony, it will be well to notice 
another circumstance, which greatly 
affects the credit of this writer, and 
his claims to fairness and impartiality. 
In the 7th page he observes, “It is 
no part of our odject, in entering up- 
on the controversy, to determine the 
doctrine of the Bible, on the subject 
of Regeneration. Among the Non- 
conformist Divines, that has never 
been an obscure or disputed point.” 
And again—* Among Dissenters 
there exists no controversy on the 
subject of regeneration : that contro- 
versy is wholly confined to the Es- 
tablished Church.” ‘hus, it seems 
that the Church of England alone, of 
all the denominations of Christians 
in Great Britain, is profane and he- 
retical enough to dispute upon so 
sacred a subject as regeneration.— 
However true this may be as to the 
lime past, the Eclectic Reviewer is 
determined that the dispute shall be 
“confined”? to churchmen’? no 
longer. 

Andifit be ¢rwe that this * contro- 
versy is wholly confined to the Es- 
tablished Church,” does it not appear 
Somewhat officious, if not presump- 
tous, in a Dissenter to set up him- 
Self as an umpire in the dispute, and 
to decide with a boldness only ex- 
ceeded by those who assume the gilt 
f infallibility, respecting an eaclue 
wvely church controversy ; to settle, 

Christ. Obsery. No, 175. 
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by his own dictum, whose testimony 
shall be admitted, and whose shall be 
rejected ; and, at last, tv leave the 
decision to a body, consisting of Dis- 
senters on the one hand, and of Pa- 
pists In the church on the other, as 
men deserving implicit confidence — 
while he entirely declines, as unwor- 
thy of regard, the judgment of those 
members ofthe Church whom he ne- 
vertheless acknowledges to be * great 
and good men ?” 

ltoughtnotto be forgotten, that the 
conductors of the Eclectic Review set 
out,in their critical career,professedly 
in conjunction with churchmen ; and 
assumed, as the basis of their reli- 
gious system, the * doctrinal Articles 
of the Church of England.” There 
was then no objection made to the 
Church’s notions of baptism, nor any 
reflections on her heresy. But now 
that the aid of churchmen is no long- 
er deemed necessary, the conductors 
take this method of paying their debt 
of gratitude to their former coadju- 
tors for raising them to that height 
in literary estimation to which they 
have attained, 

This writer, however, justifies 
himself from the charge of * intrud- 
ing into things which he ought not,” 
by indirectly informing us that A/s 
situation is much more friendly for 
forming a right judgment of church 
doctrines than that of churchmen 
themselves. Z%ey are stated to be 
‘in the most unfavourable circum- 
stances, for coming to an unbiassed 
decision.” (p. 18.) If, however, it be 
incompatible, as he tells us, for per- 
sons “after vows to make Inquiry,” 
will not this consideration apply, with 
at least equal force, to those who 
have vowed not to conform, as well 
as to those who have vowed confor- 
mity? And as the prejudice of per- 
sons who oppose our ritual (1! we 
may judye from the spirit manifested 
by this critic) 1s probably quite as 
strong as the attachment of its 
friends ; we see n@ reason for the su- 
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periority they assume over church- 
men in judging of the faith of the 
‘Church. © 

It surely is contrary to common 
sense to hold, that that body whose 
peculiar province itis to understand 
the institutions, and to explain the 
rites, of the society to which they 
belong, are the least qualified to do 
80. 

But, afier all, is there any truth 
in the representation of the Review- 
er, that * among Nonconformist Di- 
vines, regeneration has never been 
an obscure or disputed point 3’? that 
‘‘ among Dissenters there exists no 
controversy on the subject of regen- 
eration, that controversy being wholly 
confined to the Establishment?” Is 
there then no dispute about Rezgene 
eration, among Methodists, Quakers, 
Sandemanians, Arians and Socinians, 
Baptists and Independents? Is there 
no controversy among Dissenters on 
regeneration; when some of these 
denominations admit of no regenera- 
tion at all, of a spiritual kind; and 
others, only of a regeneration so 
“ obscure,” that they can neither de- 
fine its nature nor trace its opera- 
tions. Still, however, it seems there 
is no “ dispute’? among them about 
these essential variations. “ Dissen- 
ters,” then, can tolerate error, how- 
ever essential, in one another, while 
they volunteer their services to set- 
tle disputes and to correct errors 
among churchmen. Suill, had they 
acted fairly in this assumed charac- 
ter, we might have attributed their 
seeming officiousness to their desire 
toconfute error, wherever found. But 
instead of this, we find them coming 
among us, not to help us to get rid 
of our errors ; but to rivet them upon 
us ;—not to assist in healing our dif- 
ference, and soothing our animosi- 
ties; but to perpetuate, exasperate, 
and inflame them. 

Although the Reviewer constant- 
ly speaks as the representative of 
Nonconformists, and “ Dissenters,’’ 
in the gross, we nevertheless trust 
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that he is the “ accredited advocate” 


only of a small portion. It now re- 
mains, however, for the Dissenters, 
either to acknowledge or disown him 
as their champion, 

But we repeat our question; Is jt 
true, that there 1s no disfute among 
Dissenters, on the subject of Regen. 
eration ? What is the substance of 
all the controversial writings of that 
able and celebrated Dissenter, the 
Rev. Andrew Fuller? Is not this 
doctrine substantially the theme of 
his disputes with other Dissenters? 
In his Calvinistic and Socinian SYS 
tems compared (a work written spe- 
cifically against Nonconformists), he 
hus two letters expressly upon the 
subject of * Conversion.” And “cone 
version,” he informs us, means the 
same as being “born again.” But 
a host of witnesses might be produc- 
edto prove, how extremely incorrect 
the declaration is, that * among Dis- 
senters, there exists no controversy 
on the subject of Regeneration.” 

And with respect to Baptism,” 
the Reviewer informs us, that there 
are } umerous opinions very widely 
differing from each other. “ With 
out the pale of the Establishment, 
beside the three distinct divisions of 
the Baptists, the Pzedobaptists,and the 
Quakers, we shall discover severtl 
sub-divisions, whose opinions wil 
on examination, be found to differ 
essentially.” (p. 20.) We presuines 
he will allow that Nonconformtty 3 
accountable for all these essentially 
varying modes of opinion and col 
duct; some of which even reject the 
sacrament of baptism altogether 
And yet not one word of objection, 
or censure escapes from the “ingen 
uous;mind” of this reprover. These 
errors, it seems, are of no const 
quence. He can allow any dae 
or no religion, but in the Establis! : 
ment. He is pained at heart to wl 
ness the “ expedients” of churchme 
to become consistent; but he - 
view, among Dissenters; en cone, 
on diyision, and error upen aii 
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without remonstrance, and without 
asigh. There 1s no “ evil to be ap- 
prenended, from the prevalence of 
sectarianism, that can vie In fearful 
magnitude of accumulation and ex- 
tent with the secret but damning 
mischief” found in the Church. (p.7.) 

I]. Although this writer has taken 
ali advantage, and indeed very undue 
advantage, of testimony; he never- 
theless represents testimony of little 
or no value, gravely telling us, that 
‘the doctrine of the Cnurch of Eng- 
land, respecting Baptism, can be de- 
cided only by the declarations of her 
own ritual.” (p. 15.) 

« Her own ritual’? then, it appears, 
is the only criterion of the doctrine 
of the Church. But how came the 
Reviewer to be so much better ac- 
quainted with this ritual, than the 
« yood and great” men of the Church 
themselves are? Because, as Ae 
would tell us, bis situation is favour- 
able, and theirs unfavourable, ior 
forming an * unbiassed decision.”’— 
They are naturally indisposed, “ after 
yows to make inquiry” Thisisa 
yery extraordinary declaration. Have 
the “ opponents,” then, of * Dr. 
Mant” not made inquiry? Bur if, as 
the Reviewer seems to intimate, the 
very circumstance of being a church- 
Man not only invalidates a man’s pri- 
vate testimony, but destroys his claim 
to intelligence and judgment, then 
all reasoning wiib Dissenters is at an 
end. But in this case what estimate 
shall we form of the judgment of the 
Reviewer, who considers “Dr.Mant 
completely” to have proved his point 
(p.7.;) for unfortunately Dr. Mant is 
likewise a churchman ? 

But what is the point which the 
Reviewer asserts that Dr. Mant has 
completely proved? It is this, ** that 
the doctrine of Baptismal Regenera- 
tion, as explained by the Bishofi_of 
Lincoin, is the doctrine of the Chuch’ 
of England.” (p. 7.) 

The Eclectic Reviewer is as unfor- 
tunate in his assertions, as he is in 
his testimonies, Pr. Mant in his 
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Tract on Regeneration, never even 
quotes the Bishop of Lincoln as an 
authority ; and does not once refer to 
his book. But leaving this mistate- 
ment out of the question, what, in 
point of fact, is the doctrine which 
the Reviewer considers Dr. Mant 
to have froved ? It is thise—* that 
we are born anew In baptism ; and in 
baptism exclusively ;” (Mant, p. 33. ;) 
and “that no other than baptismal re- 
generation is possible in this world.”’ 
(ib. 32.) This is the doctrine which, 
according to this writer, Dr. Mant 
has proved to be “the doctrine of the 
Church of England.”’ 

But bave the authors, whom this 
writer professes to review in con. 
junction with. Dr. Mant, said nothing 
to disprove this position? It was his 
duty at least to state fairly and 
honestly the substance of their argu- 
ments, and the true spirit of their 
reasoning. But how has the Re- 
viewer performed this essential part 
of his office ’—A remarkable in- 
stance of his failure in this respect 
has already been given in an early 
part of the present Number. The 
Reviewer professes to state, without 
any infentiona/ misre presentation, the 
arguments of Mr. Biddulph and Mr. 
Scott. Whether he intended to mis- 
represent them or not, is best known 
to bimself; but we have no scruple 
in saying, that a more palpable mis. 
representation we have never wit- 
nessed than the statement in question 
exhibits, Ifhe had been particular- 
ly anxious to avoid all risk of mis- 
representa‘ion, he might have quoted 
their own language; which is much 
more concise, and quite as perspi- 
cuous, as his own. 

The Reviewer represents the op- 
ponents of Dr. Mant as arguing thus: 
—‘ The docirine of Dr. Mant isnot 
fairly deducible from the Articles of 
the Church; and, as the Church 
cannot be inconsistent with herself, 
therefore it cannot be the real mean- 
ing, unequivocal as the language 
may be, ofher ritual.” They doubt- 
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less make much of the Articles; but 
they enter also into a detailed exa- 
mination of the Liturgy, and clearly 
establish, from its indefiendené esti- 
mony, the point at which they aim. 
Even the two documents, the Bap- 
tismal Services and the Catechism, 
which the Reviewer would represent 
as completely proving Dr. Mant’s 
position, and which he would insi- 
nuate that the opponents of that writer 
had not chosen directly to grapple 
with, they have demonstrably shewn, 
by arguments which, we will venture 
to say, the Reviewer will find it be- 
yond his power to overthrow, to be 
altogether inconsistent with it. Lor 
example: the Catechism says, that 
baptism is only ‘ generally neces- 
sary to salvation ;” Dr. Mant, that 
it is always necessary. The Baptis- 
mal Office makes it necessary, only 
“ where it may be had: Dr. Mant’s 
system admits of no exceptions.— 
Thus we see, that the Church, in the 
very documents which Dr. Mant and 
the Reviewer regard as proving that 
no other than * daftismal revenera- 
tion is POSSIBLE in this world,” as- 
serts the direct converse of the 
proposition. 

Again ; all who Icarn the Cate- 
chism cannot but learn at the same 
time what they promised at their 
baptism, and what the Church deems 
necessary in order to their enjoying 
the benefits of it. They are taught, 
that on being baptised, they entered 
into solemn covenant with God.— 
The Reviewer allows that the sacra- 
ment partakes of the nature of a 
covenant: “it necessarily has relation 
to the antecedent promise of God, of 
which it forms the ratification and 
seal.” (p. 3.) But he at the same 
time very emphatically asks, “ What 
supposed conditions can justify this 
language’ — namely, that every bap- 
tized person, whether infant or adult, 
becomes, in consequence of his ad- 
mission into the visible Church, ‘a 
member of Christ, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
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heaven ? “ae W hat supposed conqj. 
tions ? — i oO this we answer, without 
any hesitation, the conditions « sup. 
posed,’ and absolutely required, jn 
the Catechism and Baptismal Office : 
and even the Reviewer will hardly 
venture to deny, that wherever these 
“supposed conditions’ have really 
been fulfilled, the persons fulfilting 
them are really regencrate,are men. 
vers of Christ, children of God, and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 

The nature of the covenant, there. 
fore, and of the * conditions” annex. 
ed to it, both,in the Baptismal Office 
and in the Catechism, entirely over. 
throws Dr. Mant’s interpretation, 
and proves demonstrably this posi. 
tion 3 namely, that the declaration of 
the Church, respecting the regene. 
ration of baptized persons, is not ad. 
sodute, but conditional. The language 
of the Catechism is, * What is re 
guired of persons to be baptized?” 
** Repentance” and “faith.” “ What 
did your godfathers and godmothers 
then for you ?” “ They did promise 
and vow three things in my name.” 
These are, To renounce the world, 
the flesh, and the devil ; to believe tie 
Gospel; and to serve God through iile. 

These conditions or qualifications 
are not. concealed or hidden in mys: 
terious and unintelligible language 
and far-fetched figures of speech: 
but they are clearly, and explicitly, 
and repeatedly proposed ; and full as- 
sent and consent to them are requir 
ed of all who are baptized. If bup- 
tized in adult age, their knowledge 
of the conditions is inevitable. Ifin 
infancy, the Catechism is provided 
expressly to give them that know- 
ledge as soon as the first dawn of 
reason shall appear. The Reviewet, 
therefore, might have spared his al: 
most profane snecr, respecting the 
“damning consideration,” that the 
baptized persons ‘never heard of ihe 
hypothesis’*—of the supposed condi 
tions. 

It will be seen, then, that we are 
under no necessity of resorting '¢ 
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our Articles, which this writer 
would insinuate to be our only mode 
of defence, in orcer to prove to 
demonstration the conditional or 
hypothetical nature of the declara- 
tion made by the Church 10 her 
offices, respecting the regeneration 
of those who are admitted by baptism 
within her pale. 

But the Reviewer has made some 
objections to the view we iave 
taken of the declarations of our 
ritual, as hypothetic or conditional, 
and as intended only for pious per- 
sons, Which it may be proper to 
notice. ; ae 

He maintains, that such a view Is 
incousistent with a zational relizion; 
that, in forming a baptismal service 
for the ** whole nation,” it is incre- 
dible the compilers should have the 
idea of conditions in their mind. (p. 
9.) And when he quotes the 
following passage, he argues very 
confidently against the restrictzons 
there pleaded for. 

“Mr. Bugg.” he observes, * con- 
tends, that * the Zitera/ interpretation 
of the Baptismal Office, and its uni- 
versal application to a// persons 
receiving it, cannot be supfifiorted.’ 
Why? Because, as he affirms, ‘ the 
Baptismal Office. like all the other 
offices and Liturgy of the Church 
was constructed for worthy recei- 
vers; and the benefits, of course, 
must be confined tosuch. She isall 
along speaking of Christ’s institution, 
to Christ’s Church of faithful men, 
and of the fromise which Christ has 
made to those who with aright spirit 
wish to enter into it: and although it 
be too true, that in the visib/e church 
the evil be ever mingled with the good; 
(Twenty-ninth Article >) yet the 
church knows them not, She owns 
them not. ?’ (p. 10.) 

The true spirit of Mr. Bugg’s 
argument is this: The baptismal, 
like all the other offices of the 
Church, are made only with a view 
to the use of persons who are sincere 
In their profession; therefore the 
effects which are supposed to attend 
the reception of that rite are such as 


belong to the true spiritual members 
of Christ. For the Church of Eng- 
land, like all other Christian chur- 
ches, professedly and willingly admits 
none else to a participation in her 
inillatory ordinance. And this consi- 
deration, strictly. attended to, will 
enable us, not only toaccount for the 
language of the Church in her 
baptismal services, but even ‘to 
acknowledge in this view its pro- 
priety. 

he proofis simple and easy. The 
baptismal service was constructed 
for the use of the church of Christ. 
In that office, we pray that the 
baptized may be received ‘“ into 
Christ’s foly church.’ Then the 
Catechism: “ How many sacra- 
ments hath Christ ordained in Ais 
Church 2?” * Two: baptism, and the 
supper ofthe Lord.” What, besides 
this, is the character ascribed to the 
church of Christ? “The visible 
church of Christ is a congregation 
of faithful men.” (Nineteenth Arti- 
cle) Andagain; “ Itis evident, the 
sacraments here explained are not 
to be understood as explained aé- 
stractediy, and as they may be 
received, butas explained Christianly 
and as they ought to be received. 
They are Christian sacraments, 
constituted for the Christian Church ; 
intended and explained for Christian 
minds, and as used in a Christian 
manner.” 

Passages to the same effect might 
be multiplied, which incontroverti- 
bly prove that the Church intended, 
(however inconsistent this may ap- 
pear, to the Reviewer, to be with her 
national character,) to frame a 
‘spiritual service.” AndnoChurche 
man, nor reasonable Dissenter, we 
apprehend, will be found seriously 
to question the fact. 

Now it is obvious, that if it be 
admitted that the compilers of our 
offices intended to construct a truly 
spiritual service for pious use, there 
would be nothing unreasonable in 
ascribing spiritual effects to such a 
service performed in a spiritual 
manner, It is not surprising, there- 
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fore, that the Reviewer should exer- 
cise his ingenuity, whether he is 
convinced by his own arguments or 
not, to raise something like an 
objection against this view of the 
matter. 

“Mr. Bugg,” observes the Re- 
viewer, “concedes, that upon any 
other supposition—that is, if Dr. 
Mant’s interpretation of the office be 
just—the Church is convicted of 
absurdity, and of inconsistency at 
once with herself, with the Scrip- 
tures, and with common sense. But 
surely Mr. Bugg is charging the 
Church with still grosser absurdity. 
He isaccusing his Church of compos- 
ing a national Liturgy, and offices 
designed to be indiscriminately ad- 
ministered not at the discretion of 
the clergy, but to all sorts and con- 
ditions of men, the ‘literal interpre- 
tation’ of which cannot be supported.” 
We observe, in reply, that Mr. Buge 
has mot accused his Church of torm- 
ing a Liturgy which cannot be lite- 
rally understood. Indeed, what 
Liturgy on earth is. asa whole, more 
clear, perspicuous, and intelligible ? 
He is speaking of a small portion of 
an office, which he conceives cannot 
be interpreted literally, only when 
applied to ail persons indiscriminate- 
ly. But it is not true that the offices 
of the Church are to be administer- 
ed, as the Reviewer asserts, “to all 
sorts and conditions of men indiscri- 
minately.” For although the min- 
ister cannot at his own “ discretion” 
reject applicants, or refuse to admi- 
nister the ordinances; yet he is 
neither bound, nor indeed permitted 
by the Church, to administer her 
offices “to all sorts and conditions 
of men,” but to such only as offer 
themselves in the character and with 
the profession which she requires. 

This writer asserts, that the offices 
were “ designed” to be ‘ indiscrimi- 
nately”? administered. But a more 
unwarranted assertion, or, to use his 
own language, one more “literally 
false,”? we do not remember to have 
heard from any one pretending tothe 
least regard for character; much 
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less from a person who professes to 
correct the mistatements of others, 
For example; the Burial Service is 
forbidden to be read over persons 
who have not been admitted into the 
Church by baptism, as required by 
Christ and by the Church of England, 
over persons whose scandalous lives 
have occasioned their rejection from 
her communion, and over such as 
prove their final impenitence by sui- 
cide. Confirmation is allowed onl 
to such as the minister “ shall think 
fit.” The communicant is required 
to be penitent, faithful, grateful, 
charitable. The person baptized is 
to profess “ repentance’’ towards 
God, and * faith” in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The sick man is required 
to confess his sinfulness, and to pro- 
fess his faith, and repentance, and 
forgiveness of others, in the most 
explicit and unreserved manner. 
Thus does the Church require qua 
lifications of the most discriminating 
kind, of the most pure and spiritual 
character, in those who are admitted 
to a participation of her ordinances. 

Should the Reviewer observe, that 
whatever may be the dictum of the 
Church on this point, the practice of 
the clergy justifies his reflections, 
we should answer, No; for unless 
their conduct necessarily arises out 
of the directions of the Church, she 
would be no more to blame than 
Dissent would be to blame for the 
hostile and uncharitable manner In 
which this Reviewer has constructed. 
his Review. Besides, it is a mere 
imposition on the ignorance or pre 
judice of his readers to exhibit the 
“ hirelings’’ of the Church to public 
view, as if they were the only minis 
terial characters, who can « speak 
smooth things and prophesy deceltss 
to the sick “ impenitent,” or to the 
dying * profligate.” 

ea opposition to the idea pr sehey 
Liturgy was intended to be a spurtna 
service, the Reviewer further argues 
that it is a “ national Liturgy and 
“ so identified with the political com 
stitution that its whole system © 
discipline and government is polit 

Pp § 
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gal ;” that “ at the period of its esta- 
blishment by law, to dissent from it 
was considered as a civil offence, and 
involved the severest penalties. 
Though enforced upon all, 1t was 
gonstructed, it seems, only fora few. 
‘She had only a spiritual service in 
her wind,’ in establishing a temporal 
institute.” (p. 10.) 

In the view of this writer, then, 
it is manifestly absurd to suppose 
that a “national liturgy,” can be 
spiritual; or that a national church 
sould intend that its rites and offices 
should be used ina holy and spiritual 
manner. He seems to consider itas 
impossible that devotions framed for 
a whole kingdom should bear the 
impress of spirituality ; that while she 
prescribes their general use, the 
Church should intend their biessings 
enly for the good. Now, so far are 
we from concurring in this view of 
the subject, that to us it appears to 
be absolutely impossible to construct 
a service, which should embrace the 
true worship of God, and yet not 
exhibit a spiritual character, avd in 
its general structure have a refe- 
rence to the case of pious worship- 
pers. 

Suppose the Reviewer or any of 
his friends were to sit down to frame 
a service or mode of worship, by 
which he hoped to benefit the souls 
of his fellow-creatures ; and suppose 
he had, not a single congregation, 
but the whole nation in view ; would 
he not make this mode of worship 
Spiritual? Will he say that, in the 
ase of a whole nation, this would be 
impossible? Then, we ask, where- 
an does a nation in this respect differ 
irom a congregation? There is, in 
truth, no essential difference. Every 
Congregation, of any magnitude, is 
an epnome of the whole kingdom. 
There will at least be found, as the 
Reviewer will doubtless allow, unre- 
Senerate persons in every congrega- 
tion. How then would he proceed 
in framing his devotions? And the 
argument, be it remembered, is pre- 
cisely the same whether these 
devotions are written ornot. World 
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he or would he not make his worship 
a spiritual worship? Let himanswer 
this question, and he solves the 
difficulty, as it respects a national. 
liiurgy. 

Bui it may be said, that a sacra- 
mental office differs from a merely 
devotional service. But in what 
respect does itdiffer, except in being 
more sacred and spiritual? Now let 
us ask the Reviewer, how 4e would 
frame a service of admission into the 
Church. In what light do Dissenters 
regard those whom ¢hey admit as 
members of their communion? 
Doubtless as pious regenerate 
characters. The office, service, or 
ceremony of admission, be it by 
means of the ordinance of baptisnra 
or otherwise, miust therefore, we 
presume, be spiritual ; and spiritual 
considerations must be presumed te 
exist in the mind of the candidate. 

Let us suppose further, that the 
Reviewer, knowing the corruption of 
the human race, and its constant 
tendency to degenerate, should wish 
to extend and perpetuate the use of 
his own excellent medel of devotion, 
his pure and spiritual ritual, could 
we blame him for indulging such a 
wish ? 

And suppose, in addition to this, 
that like Calvin, or Zuinglius, or 
John Knox, he were in some sort the 
father of his nation, would he not be 
disposed to follow the example of 
these great men, in inducing the 
state to provide that this pure form 
of worship and of admission into the 
Christian Church should be used in 
every parish, and that a learned and 
pious ministry should be secured, 
as far as it could be secured, properly 
to conduct this service, and to illus- 
trate it by their instructions and 
example? If not, he must have a 
singular disregard for the spiritual 
interests of the ignorant and unin- 
structed population depending upoa 
him, 

Thus have we arrived, through 
natural, and, in a pious mind, neces- 


sary gradations, at the very kind of 


establishment which weenfoy. Ang 
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we must have perceived, in every 
step of the progress, how impossible 
in the nature of things it wouid be 
for the person who should frame or 
prescribe the mode of worship, not 
to intend, according to his own views 
of spirituality, to construct a spiritual 
ritual, with spiritual requirementson 
admission, and adapted to express 
spiritual desires and expectations on 
the part of tne worshippers. 

But we shall, perhaps, be told that 
Dissenters, not havinga written form, 
can vary the mode of admitting mem- 
bers according to their circumstan- 
cesandcharacter. Weask, Dothey 
admit them as professedly religious? 
If they do, the objection falls to the 
rround. Ifthey donot,in what cha- 
racter are they admitted? Asirre- 
ligious and hypocritical? Have they 
then an office for the admission of 
such? The answer must necessa- 
rily be, “ We are not indeed always 
perfectly satisfied with every charac- 
ter whom weadmitamong us ; but—” 
But what? ‘ They profess their 
faith, and we would charitably hope 
that they are sinccre, although the 
subsequent conduct too frequently 
proves that such a profession cannot 
be implicitly relied upon.” This 
reply is, in substance, a justification 
of the conduct of the Church of Eng- 
land. Nor is it true that Dissenters, 
though they have no Prayer-book, 
have not a pretty fixed rule of 
admission. And if our charity to- 
wards them was no greater than this 
writer’s towards the Church, we 
could easily produce instances in 
which the candidates have borrowed 
from one another the very relation 
of experience which is to be their 
passport to church membership. 

Here, however, it may be said, that 
Dissenters can warn candidates of 
the necessity of a sincere profession, 
and of the danger of presuming upon 
an admission into a religious society 
as evidence of their safety, unless 
their conduct shall correspond with 
their profession. ‘io this we reply, 
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that the more pure any socie; 
pretends to be as compared with the 
Establishment, the more confident 
phic ake i of eg, who are 
admitted within its pale ; ; 
likelihood wii! there w pr peo _ 

Picion 
and reproot on the part of the 
minister. And even if this were not 
so, yet no warning can be more 
pointed and powerful than that of 
our Church which assures the insin. 
cere professor that he only Increases 
his * damnation,” by participating in 
her sacraments. 

Sull our opponent will Perhaps 
contend, that he cannot consider the 
idea of an established liturgy to be 
consistent with spirituality of design 
in the minds of the compilers. We 
would here ask the Reviewer, 
whether he has thought at all 
seriously upon the subject? If he 
has, is he serious and honest in 
making this objection? Does he, 
after maturely weighing the whole 
question, really believe in his heart 
that the objection has any force? Js 
he sincere in stating, that the very 
idea is absurd and ridiculous? In 
charity we must presume; that he 
wrote before he thought. 

Mr. Bugg had argued, that “the 
Baptismal Office, like all the other 
offices and Liturgy of the Church 
was constructed for worthy receivers, 
and the benefits of course must be 
confined to such ” . 

The Eclectic Reviewer saw very 
clearly,aseveryatientive reader must 
see, that by this represen/ation 
the force of the objections brought 
against the doctrine supposed to 
be taught in our Baptismal Ser 
vice was obviated; and that all 
that then remained was only 4 
prejudice arising on the mind from 
the mere sound of words. The 
alarming inference in the mind of 
the Reviewer was plainly this, that 
if such a principle of interpretation 
were admitted. a “ prominent reas” 
for Nonconformity” would be de 
stroyed. It would be absurd, a3" 
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himself confesses, to suppose, that 
a dispute about “a word”? could not 
be adjusted, : 

But we must recur to the Review- 
er’s statements. He represents Mr, 
Bugg as “accusing his Church of 
composing a national liturgy, and of- 
fices, designed to be administered— 
to all sorts and conditions of men.” 
Her “constitution of discipline and 
government”’ the Reviewer pronoun- 
ces to be * r-liical,” and states, 
that to dissent from her was con- 
sidered as a civil offence.”’ From all 
this the Reviewer considers the de- 
duction to be inevitadle, that this 
“political” church, in framing her 
Baptismal Service, was “ establish- 
ing a temporal! institute ;’? and that, 
to suppose her to have “only a spiri- 
tual service in her mind,” is ‘* mis- 
erable sophistry,” “ palpable self- 
refutation,’ and is contrary to the 
“ plain fact ; the design being not 
to make men “ true Christians,’’ but 
to bring them “to church as good 
citizens.” (p. 10.) 

We are now, for the first time, in- 
formed, that this *¢ political’? Church, 
never desired nor expected any thing 
like spirituality of mind in her “ good 
citizens.” It would be a gross * ab- 
surdity” to suppose that she should 
look for spirituality, when she was 
iraming a temporal institute” for all 
the land. It was ‘enforced upon all,” 
yet, on Mr. Bugeg’s principles, “ con- 
structed, it seems, but for a few.” 

_ To give any weight to this objec- 
lion, the service ought to have been 
so framed as to indicate the alleged 
Purpose of the framers. As the en- 
forcement was general, the service 
would be general likewise. It would 
involve no peculiar notions, nor 
manifest any spirituality of design. 
Being intended, if the Reviewer's 
supposition be correct, to include all 
the nationmand with it, if not Jews 
and Turks, yet all infidels, heretics, 
Atheists, blasphemers, and scorners 
of religion—it would of course, in 
order to suit all, be divested of all 
Christ. Obsery. No, 175: 


spirituality whatever. Not expecting 
nor wishing to change the minds of 
men, the church, it seems, consiruct- 
ed aservice which all might embrace 
and all approve—even those who ap- 
proved of no service whatever. _ 

The Reviewer endeayours to avoid 
the apparent absurdity of this state- 
ment, by telling us, that we have been 
under a mistake; that the Church 
had no “design” of exercising the 
minds of men about religious or spiri- 
tual matters’: the heart had nothing 
to do with the business. She did 
not wish to make them good Chris- 
tians, but ** good citizens;” and so 
long as they were found at church, 
it was to be regarded as a mark of 
their honouring the king who com- 
manded this; but as to the King of 
kings, they might blaspheme him as 
long as they pleased. 

Here, then, we have, according to 
this writer, a “ political ritual ;” a 
“‘ nolitical’”’ religion; and a ‘ politi- 
cal’’ congregation, of “all sorts and 
conditions of men ;’’ some lovers of a 
liturgy, and some haters of it; some 
who delight in worshipping God, 
and others who take pleasure in blas- 
pheming him; but all, in the eye of 
the Church, “ good citizens,”’ and of 
course good churchmen, for this is 
the essence of a churchman to be a 
“ood citizen ;” and however di- 
verse the views and spiritual feelings 
of these worshippers may be, yet 
they are all right in the estimation of 
the Church, for the sum total of what 
she secks to obtain is to make men 
‘© good citizens.’ 

This representation, forced and 
ironical as it may appear, is a genu- 
ine deduction from this writer’s pre- 
mises. But if so, what becomes of 
this writers’s assertion “ respecting 
the Act of Uniformity,” which, he 
tells us, was “ framed deliberately and 
expressly with a view to exclude 
them” (the Nonconformists) “ from 
the Church?” (p. 3.) And will it 
be improper here to inquire, Were 
not ne pious” and learned per- 
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sons, “ spiritual’? characters? And 
were not their scruples of a “ spiri- 
tual” nature? Did not they consider 
themselves required to give their 
unfeigned assent and consent to all 
and every thing contained and pre- 
scribed in “the Book of Common 
Prayer?” And are we not told by 
the Reviewer himself, that what the 
Church “teaches” in baptism, re- 
specting “ spiritual regeneration,” 
« assumes a prominent place among 
their reasons for Nonconformity ;” 
and, that these divines had no “ra- 
tional inducement to quit their sta- 
tions,”’ of profit and honour in the 
Church, but what their rel’gious 
“‘ principles” enforced upon them ; 
and above all, that the “ very princi- 
ple and purpose” of the * ecciesiasti- 
cal establishment” is perfect unifor- 
mity in matters of faith? (p. 8.)— 
Notwithstanding all this, however, 
we are now grown wiser ; and, to use 
the Reviewer’s own language, for a 
somewhat different purpose, “ it is 
not a little remarkable, that after the 
lapse of a hundred and filty years, 
the validity of this reason, assigned 
by those pious clergymen for their 
Nonconformity, should be virtually 
calledin question,” by one oftheirown 
denomination; and that one of those 
very doctrines, for objecting to which 
they became Nonconformists, should 
now be denied to be “ required to be 
believed as the doctrine of the Church 
of England.” (p. 4.) “ So then” 
(still to use the Reviewer’s own 
words) “ all parties have laboured un- 
der a mere mistake.”” Churchmen and 
Disseniers have been deceiving them- 
selves, In supposing that “ assent and 
consent” to a spiritual liturgy means 
a belief of those religious dogmas 
which it contains; for belief is the 
root of all spirituality, and it were the 
grossest absurdity to suppose that 
spirituality of mind was required of 
them. The only design was confor- 
mity to a “temporal institute,” and ~ 
to bring men to church “as good 
citizens.” Thus reasons the Eclec- 
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tic Reviewer; “and” (for he muy 
permit us again to use his own words) 
“Oh ! that those misguided Nongon. 
formists had reasoned thus !” « 7), 
would still have kept” their stations 
“in the Church; and though ye 
might have differed from them aboy 
baptismal regeneration, or gpipi. 
ual” regeneration,—and though ye 
might have been of various segs 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Ind. 
pendents, Papists, or Quakers,—s¢ 
we should still have been equalj 
good churchmen, as we should aij 
have met upon the common group 
of * political’’ conformity, and at any 
rate should have given each othe 
the “right hand of fellowship” xs 
“ good citizens 1” 

We may reasonably expect, that 
the Reviewers at least, now that they 
have made this notable. discovery, 
will prove the sincerity of their prin. 
ciples by their conduct, and, laying 
aside their hostility to the Church, 
return forthwith to her bosom; and 
that they will do this without delay, 
lest (as itis allowed on all hands tha, 
when it is necessary, mien may lt 
‘¢compelled” to become good til 
zens,) the civil magistrate should 
feel himself bound to exert his at 
thority in bringing them back 0 
their duty. 

But, after all, how stands the fat 
as to the spirituality of the Liturgy! 
We affirm, that our Liturgy is spit 
tual, and was made for spiritul 
worshippers; and that the design 0 
its framers was, that only such wor 
shippers should consider themselits 
as true members of the Church, até 
as entitled to expect the blessing 
which her institutions symboliZ, 
sign, and seal. 

It would be useless to make refer 
ences to the Liturgy itself, the whole 
of which is spiritual, and is recogh* 
ed to be soby Dissenters themselves 
We will confront the Reviewers 
argument, with the following eulo- 
gelic testimony of a celebrated z 
senter, the Rey. Rebert Hall, ¥ 
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in speaking of the Liturgy, observes, 
« Though a Protestant Dissenter, I 
cannot be insensible to its merits.— 
] believe that the evangelical furity 
of its sentiments, the chastised /fer- 
your of its devotions, and the majes- 
tic simplicity of its language, have 
combined to place it in the very first 
rank of uninspired compositions.’— 
(Speech delivered at the Leicester 
Bible Society, 1812.) 

Indeed, in proof of the spirituality 
of the Baptismal Office in particular, 


‘we need only refer to quotations 


which this writer has made from it, 
though for a different purpose. In 
the Office of Baptism, we pray for 
the child or person, *‘ that he, com- 
ing to thy holy baptism, may receive 
remission of sins by spiritual regen- 
eration,” “may be baptized with wa- 
ter and the Holy Ghost, and received 
into Christ’s holy church, and be 
made a lively member of the same.’’ 
And we afterwards thank God on be- 
halfof the baptised person,that it hath 
pleased him “to regenerate him” 
with ‘this Holy Spirit,” to “ receive 
him” for his own child, by adoption, 
and to incorporate him into his “holy 
church,” and make him an “ heir of 
everlasting life.” 

Afier quoting the foregoing pas- 
sages, and these words from the Ca- 
techism ; “was made a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheri- 
tor of the kingdom of heaven; the 
Reviewer argues in the following 
manner :-—“ ‘To words so expressive 
and unequivocal as these, no figura- 
tive meaning, one would think, could 
be attached. The Catechism was 
iramed for children, for the instruc- 
tion of the uninformed and unintelli- 
rent ; for those who, unable to 
appreciate nice distinctions or to dive 
pscrtonins 5 meanings, can receive 

y in their obvious import.” 
= vig ho « figurative mean- 
be A Pact ~ distinctions’’ are to 

* the words, he tells us, 
are express and & unequivocal.” 


But we would ask the Reviewer, 


Do not then these words  Christ’s 
holy church,” ** spiritual regenera- 
tion,’’ “ member of Christ,” * child of 
God,” and * inheritor of the kingdom 
of Heaven,” expressive, unequivocal, 
and without figure as they are, prove 
that the Church “ had only a spiritue 
al service in her mind” in fraraing 
this office? But let us mark the ex- 
traordinary inconsistency of this wri- 
ter. ‘¢*Unequivocal as the language 
may be of herritual,”’ (p. 5,) in page 
10, he gravely assures us, that the 
Church meant no such thing as a 
spiritual service. - He considers it 
as the grossest “absurdity” to sup- 
pose that a “ national liturgy” could 
be spiritual. “ Its whole system of 
discipline and government is politi- 
cal.” Its object is to “ establish a 
temporal institute ;” to bring men 
‘¢to church as good citizens.” And 
when Mr. Bugg affirms, “the Church 
had only a spiritual service in her 
mind ;”’ and that, as to the “evil, who 
are ever mingled with the good, the 
Church knows them not, and owns 
them not;” he exclaims, “* What 
miserable sophistry is this! How 
palpable a self-refutation does such 
a statement furnish, with regard to 
the plain fact !’" (p. 10.) 

And may we not here be permitted 
to ask, in our turn, whether the Re- 
viewer’s statements are not plainly 
self-destructive f In one place he re- 
presents the language of the Church 
as express and unequivocal, without 
figure; in another, as so entirely 
figurative that the Church, in using 
the most Spiritual terms that can be 
conceived, and assuming all this ap- 
pearance of vital piety and heavenly 
mindedness, only intended to estab- 
lish a“ TEMPORAL INSTITUTE !” 

And will this writer, after con- 
tending strenuously for the literal, 
and then as strenuously for the 
figurative, meaning of the very same 
office ; after most pointedly main- 
taining, and as pointedly contradict- 
ing, the same proposition, tauntingly 
reproach the evangelical clergy with 
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* vainly attempting to reconcile” 
their ritual with their creed? (pp. 
10. 7.) Will hé after this declare, 
that “ there is something unavoidably 
painful to an ingenuous mind, in wit- 
Nessing the expedients to which ex- 
cellent men are reduced in order’to 
vindicate their conduct from the ap- 
pearance of inconsistency,” when all 
they contend for is, that the decla- 
rations of the Baptismal Office can- 
not be supposed to apply to ‘all 
sorts and conditions of men?” What 
* nice distinctions” will he frame in 
“ vindication of” these gross incon- 
sistencies ? Or will he * consent to 
escape in the immaterial form of an 
abstraction, from the awful responsi- 
bility which attaches” to him asa 
Reviewer, and still more as a Chris- 
tian, perhaps a Christian minister, to 
speak the truth, and nothing but the 
truth, as in the sight of God. (p. 11.) 
But there is another argument 
which the Reviewer considers as de- 
cisive of the question. The fact, 
that men were compelled to. adopt 
this mode of worship he produces 
as utterly subversive of their views 
who regard the Liturgy as “ spiri- 
tual,’ and the Church as confining her 
blessings to the spiritually-minded. 
His notion (though he has not drawn it 
Out into a very tangible shape) seems 
to be this: That it 1s absurd to sup- 
pose that any thing like true religion 
can be produced by force. ‘To this 
proposition we give our unequivocal 
assent. We acknowledge also, that 
when our ritual was first established 
by law, * penalties” were incurred by 
those who dissented from it. Nei- 
ther do we “‘consent to escape” from 
this objection by saying, that, since 
toleration has been allowed, the argu- 
ment does not apply. It does not, 
indeed, affect our conduct and views 
at this period; but it is unquestiona- 
bly applicable to the framers of the 
Liturgy. We allow, that it entered 
into their design to “ compe! men to 
become true Christians.” Strange 


J uly, 


as it may now seem to us, they req, 
ly believed and hoped that, in com. 
pelling persons to use a “ spirityyy 
service, they would make them pious 


men. Spirituality and intolerance 
were not, in their view, at all incop. 
sistent with each other, If with oy 
more enlightened and Scriptural 
views of religion and toleration, we 
should compel men to adopt a par. 
ticular mode of worship, we should 
be inconsistent with our own princi. 
ples did we expect spirituality of 
mind in the worsbippers. And if the 
compilers of our service had posses. 
sed the same notions of toleration 
which we now entertain, their cop- 
duct and their principles would also 
have been at variance. Their con 
duct and our principles doubtlessdis. 
agree. But their own principles and 
their own conduct did not. In their 
minds, a spiritual service and com. 
pulsory enactments were perlectly 
compatible. The error of the Re- 
viewer consists in his arguing, not 
from their principles, but his own. 
Nor does this mode of removing 
the objection fix any peculiar stig- 
ma on the framers of our Liturgy; 
for the fault was not theirs alone: tt 
was the fault of the times. Toler 
tion was not then understood, All 
parties, Churchmen and Dissenters, 
were then intolerant. And it would 
be at least as unjust to conclude, that 
our Liturgy was not designed to bea 
spiritual service, because its authors 
compelled men to use it ; as that the 
Confession of Faith of the Assembly 
of Divines was not a spiritual creed, 
of their Directory a spiritual direct” 
ry, because these were enforced by il 
the terrors of the Solemn League and 
Coren nt. The Presbyterian Parliae 
ment; John Knox andthe great body 
of Scotch Reformers; John Calvi 
and bis adherents in Geneva ; and 
the Congregational Churches of New 
England ;—all entertained precis¢ i} 
the same views with the fathers of the 
English Church,respecting the impé 
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rative duty of compelling conformity. 
Will the Reviewer, therefore, argue, 
that their ecclesiastical institutions 
were framed for temporal and not 
for spiritual ends? He must have 
presumed greatly on the ignorance 
of his readers, before he could hope 
to succeed in his design of injuring 
the Church of England by means of 
the objection we have been consi- 
dering. 

Ill. One more objection worthy of 
notice on the partofthe Reviewer, to 
our Baptismal! Service, remains to be 
considered. * The description of the 
effects of baptism,” in our Liturgy, 
he regards, upon every interpretation 
of it, as “ contrary to Scripture.” 

This is a very grave charge, and 
it becomes us to attend to it. But 
unfortunately, the accuser has 
brought forward neither argument 
nor Scripture in its support. He 
acknowledges, indeed, that “ Mr. 
Scott and Mr. Biddulph are equally 
successful in proving that” Dr. 
Mant’s notion of baptismal regenera- 
tion “is not the doctrine of the Bible.” 
So far we agree with him. Hedenies, 
however, the agreement of the Bap- 
tismal Office, with Scripture ; and he 
undertakes to shew how the view of 
baptism inculcated in the former 
came originally to be adopted. The 
framers of the English Liturgy, he 
seems to think, obtained it from the 
early fathers. Andthe early fathers, 
he admits (p. 15,) drew it from 
Scripture, but from Scripture too 
literally understood. The error of 
the Church of Engiand, therefore, it 
Seems, Consists in its literal agree- 
ment with Scripture. He would 
intimate, however, that even this 
literal agreement is confined to a 
solitary passage of Scripture (p. 18.;) 
namely, “ except a man be born again 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 
(p. 15.) But is this the only passage 
of Scripture which connects baptism 
with spiritual blessings in the same 
manner as the Church does? By no 
Means, as the following texts will 
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prove. ‘* Repent, and be daftized, 
every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins.”’ ‘* Arise and be dapftized, and 
wash away thy sins.” ‘“ He that 
believeth and is daftized shall be 
saved.’ * The like figure whereunto 
even daftism doth also now save us.” 
“ According to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 

These passages of Scripture our 
Church has almost literally transcri- 
bed into her offices; and whatever 
they may be understood strictly to 
imply, it is plain that repentance, 
faith, regeneration, pardon, and sal- 
vation, are in these and other places 
united with dafitism. And though 
we are very far from thinking with 
Dr. Mant, that baptism and spiritual 
biessings are inseparable ; yet if the 
words we have quoted have any 
meahing at all, they must, we appre- 
hend, imply pretty much what our 
Church intended they should be 
understood to imply; namely, that 
the sacraments are “ general/y neces- 
sary to salvation.” If they have net 
some such meaning, letthe Reviewer 
shew what they do mean. 

Our office then appears, in its fair 
and genuine interpretation, to corres- 
pond, very exactly, with the word of 
God, both in language and in mean- 
ing. The language is almost identi- 
cal. Our Lord's words to Nicodemus 
are exactly quoted; and St. Paul’s 
and St. Luke’s words, respecting 
salvation and “remission of sins,’’ 
correctly transfused into the service. 
Indeed, the great excellency of our 
ritual is, its adhering so closely to 
the oracles of God. 

But notwithstanding all this, we 
are gravely told, that the Baptismal 
Office and “ Liturgy” are “ popish,” 
and contrary to “Scripture ;” that 
we are obliged to resort to hypothe- 
tical explanations in order to make 
out a system consistent with itself, 
with common sense, and with the 
Bible. The Reviewer, however, 
informs us, that these “ erroneous 
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notions” originated in the ‘literal 
interpretation of a solitary passage 
of Scripture,” (p. 18,) and were the 
“‘ necessary consequences” of taking 
that Scripture in its * literal mean- 
ing.’ Thus he conlesses, that how- 
ever “erroneous” our office may be, 
it is “literally” scriftural. Ifthere- 
fore, as he not very politely observes, 
the * language’ cf our office is 
‘‘ Jiterally talse,’ does he not thus 
make the “language” of Scripture, 
« jiterally false” also? 

it is obvious, then, that as the 
Scriptures are liable to precisely the 
same construction as our office, the 
same means which make the Scrip- 
turcsconsistent will make the Church 
consistent; and that which ts fair in 
one case will likewise be fair in the 
other. 

The ancients, the Reviewer tells 
us, conceived that the Scripture, in 
what it says respecting being “ born 
of water and of the Spirit,” was to be 
taken in its “ literal meaning : it was 
a necessary consequence, therefore, 
that they should view the sacrament 
of baptism in the light” in which he 
considers our Church to view it. 
The error in our Baptismal Office he 
considers as derived from this source. 
“ Enlightened criticism,” however, 
he inferms us, has now shewn that 
the * literal meaning” ascribed to 
John iii. 5, by the fathers, is Incon- 
sistent with the general scope of the 
Bible, and the received doctrines of 
our faith, The Reviewer is thus 
obliged to call in the aid of 
“enlightened criticism,’ to make 
the Scripture consistent with itself. 
This is precisely what Messrs. Scott, 
Biddulph, and Bugg have done, in 
order to prove the Church consistent 
with herselfand with Scripture. And 
surely that mode of interpretation, 
which is admitted to be fair with 


respect to the Scriptures, cannot be 


otherwise than legitimate when ap- 
plied to an office which is confessedly 
built upon them. 

After having weighed these obser- 
vations, the reader, we apprehend, 
will be in a capacity to appreciate 
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the affecting declaration » of the 
Reviewer, “ that there is somethin 
unavoidably painful (0. an ingenuous 
mind, in witnessing the ex pedients 
to which excellent men are reduced, 
In. order to. vincic: i 
from the Speers at ee 
AS . Inconsis- 
tency (p. 10.3) and the affliction he 
experiences, 1p contemplating the 
“mortifying advantage” which 
churchmen afford their adversaries, 
In putting iin their power to “ quote 
the language of the Church, in its 
obvious import, without note or 
comment, and tauntingly reproach 
the Evangelical Clergy with Striving 
to accommodate that language to 
their own religious tenets.” 

One word more before we quit 
thistopic. Webeg to know from the 
Reviewer, by what critical or moral 
canon, he conceives himself autho. 
rized to stigmatize as ** hypothesis, 
and conjectural explanation, and 
opposite citation,” and * miserable 
sophistry,’ in the case of Messrs. 
Biddulph, Scott, and Bugg, the very 
same process which, in his own, he 
dignifies with the appellation of 
“ enlightened criticism ?” 

Before we enter on our concluding 
observations, we beg to advert to one 
more remark of our author. It isthis 
—“At no period, in the history ofthe 
Christian Church, has there prevailed 
a disposition to undervalue the exter- 
nal ordinances of religion’ (p. 1! }) 
plainly meaning, by the “ external 
ordinances of religion,’ a prescribed 
mode of worship. We must venture 
to dispute the fact. What was the 
prevailing disposition of Non¢on- 
formists at all times, and especially 
in the days of the First Charles, and 
in those of Cromwell? Was there 
no prevailing disposition to underva 
lue the external ordinances of rell- 
gion, a little before the Act ° 
Uniformity passed? And is there 
no-prevailing disposition, in certall 
quarters, to undervalue them now: 
Whether the Reviewer himself does 
not “undervalue the ordinance ° 
baptism, as established by Christ 
the following statement will shew: 
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He informs us, that this sacred rite 
was “originally designed to be 
the symbol of a new dispensation 
of a purely spiritual character : 
(p. 20. :) and yet he seems to us to 
strip it of every thing sacramental, 
beneficial, or obligatory. He tells 
us (pp. 22, 23,) that there is no 
‘ command” or ‘* positive law” 
upon which it mow rests; that it has 
now a “very different meaning ;” 
(p. 21.3) and that he is doubtful as 
10 the “ grounds of its importance.” 
(p. 21.) He appears to consider, 
that the participation of it ‘* may be 
claimed alike by all men ;”” (p. 22.5) 
and that although it was “ originally 
designed to be the symbol of a 
new dispensation of a purely spiri- 
tual character,’ ** real repentance” 
and * faith”? never were nécessary to 
its reception. (p. 22.) And he 
esteems it quite “ abhorrent to the 
genius and spirit” of religion to 
make baptism a prerequisite to the 
Other ordinances of Christianity ; 
such as admission to the Lord’s 
Supper, and to Christian burial. 
(p. 24.) 

We need not wonder at the liberty 
which this Reviewer has taken with 
the Church of England, since he 
seems to make no scruple of 
“ changing the ordinances of Hea- 
ven.” At the same time the 
Reviewer admits, that baptism is by 
all allowed to be an “initiation into 
the visible church.” (p. 21.) But 
if so, on what ground does he 
represent the conduct of the church 
establishment, in refusing her 
most sacred privileges to those 
who are not baptized, as abhorrent 
from the genius and spirit of re- 
ligion? Can a person who is not 
yet even initiated into the “ visible 
church,” be considered as of the 
church; and if he choose to continue 
as a heathen with respect to one 
Sacrament of the Christian Church, 


can he claim to be entitled to a 


Participation of the other ? 
: When this writer contrasts the 
ifference of what baptism once was 


with what it now is, and thence 
draws a conclusion with regard toa 
change in the design of the rite, he 
manifestly confounds the considera. 
tions of duty and obligation with the 
question of fact. (pp. 20, 21.) But 
if the corrupt practices of any age 
are allowed to be a good reason for 
changing the nature of a Divine 
institution, doubtless all obligation to 
every thing sacred and spiritual had 
long ago ceased. The profession of 
Christianity itself is not now indica- 
tive of the same spirit by which it 
once was characterized; but does 
this corruption of the times—this 
hypocrisy of professors—render a 
sincere profession less necessary or 
less availing? 

The Church of England has been 
often censured, for claiming autho- 
rity to appoint or change unessential 
ceremonial observances. But our 
Reviewers take the liberty of making 
‘* the command of God of none effect 
by their tradition ;” or, if they dislike 
the term tradition, by their * en- 
lightened criticism.” 

{V. We shall nowclose this article 
with a few remarks on the spirit and 
conduct of the Reviewer. 

1. It appears but too plain that 
hostility to the Church has guided 
the pen of our Reviewer, at least 
as much as the force of evidence. 
He has made some statements evi- 
dently for the purpose of degrading 
her; and others which nothing but 
deep-rooted prejudice could prevent 
his seeing to be unjust. Does he, 
for instance, in the face of the 
Sixth and Twentieth Articles, and 
the Homilies, really believe his own 
insinuation (p. 17,) that a “ con- 
sistent churchman” is not allowed 
by his Church to appeal to Scripture, 
but must submit to authority in 
matters of faith? If he does, 
why does he also denominate the 
Establishment as a “ Protestant 
Church” (p. 13,) and not lead us 
back at once to the infallibility of 
Rome? 

2. We may thank this writer for 
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the benefit which (undesignedly we 
admit) his hostility has produced to 
the Establishment. Although we 
pretend to mo infallibility, nor wish 
to defend the propriety of every 
expression of our Liturgy, yet he has 
afforded us an opportunity of witness- 
ing the unimpeachable soundness of 
its doctrinal views. ‘The weapon 
formed against the church has not 
prospered. The efforts of this adver- 
sary to injure her have only recoiled 
upon himself; for they have equally 
affected the Scriptures. And we 
frankly confess, that the foundations 
of her theological system have never 
appeured to us so impregnable as 
since the commencement of this 
controversy. 

S. But if the arguments of this 
writer are so futile, why, it may be 
asked, have we thought them worthy 
of an answer? We reply, that it cer- 
tainly was not our intention at first to 
pay the smallest attention to this 
publication ; and if we have changed 
our purpose, it has arisen not from 
any conviction of the force of his 
arcuments, but partly from our un- 
derstanding that in certain quarters 
it was considered as unanswerable ; 
partly because weak but well meaning 
minds might be disturbed by the 
sophistry of the author’s reasonings, 
or shaken by the confidence of his 
assertions ; and partly because it may 
be of some use not only tothe Church 
but to those who dissent from her— 
indeed we should say, to the commu- 
nity at large—-that the principles of 
the Eclectic Review should be justly 
appreciated. We certainly view 
with deep regret not only the unpro- 
voked hostility of the article under 
consideration, but the general spirit 
and tendency of the work. There 
is something peculiarly- unhappy, 
and “unavoidably painful,” both in 
the fzme and manner in which the 
present attack has been made. 

The time is singularly unfortu- 
nate. Moderate Churchmen and 
moderate Dissenters have of late 
sliewn a disposition to lay aside 
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their mutual animosities, and to 
avoid all unessential disputes about 
differences of form, and apprehended 
cefects of worship or constitution, 
They have wisely and Piously 
thought it more than time that aif 
who fear God and value the souls of 
their fellow-creatures should reco]. 
lect how brief is the space allotted 
them for endeavouring to promote 
the glory of God, and the good of 
their fellow-creatures. Thisenlarged 
spirit of Christian philanthropy has 
been hailed by all good men as one 
of the peculiar glories of these latter 
days, and as a pledge of brighter 
hopes in prospect. Who can con- 
template with satisfaction the appear- 
ance, on this fair field of vision, of 
the Eclectic Review, as it hoists 
its hostile banners, and takes its 
frowning march through the regions 
of harmony and peace? No one, 
we are persuaded, whether he be 
Churchman or Dissenter, who has 
at heart the prosperity of Zion, 
It is a fact (without figure,) that 
this Review has lately displayed 
much bitterness against the Este 
blished Church; and we cannot but 
consider ¢his critique as an un-called- 
for declaration of open war. The 
Dissenters were not either al: 
tacked, or even alluded to, ia 
any unfriendly way, by the oppo 
nents of Dr. Mant. The Reviewer 
himself tells us, that the “ dispute 
is confined” to churchmen; that 
it is peculiarly a church question 
And yet, at this moment of peace 
between Churchmen and Dissenters 
and under such circumstances o 
exemption from polemical attacks 
this Reviewer, setting at nought the 
considerations of Christian obligatioe 
and brotherly feeling, proclaims bis 
war, and commences his hostile 
operations. 

But the manner in which the ¥% 
has been conducted, and the per 
sons against whom it bas bec? 
directed, enhance the evil of his co” 
duct. We need not repeat what 
has been already said of the m 
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representations, unfair citations, and 
false deductions of this writer.— 
But against whom is it that he whets 
his sword? Against the very men 
who, of all others, were * living -at 
peace’’ with him, the followers of 
those whom he himself calls the 
“good and great men” of the church. 
Whose cause has he espoused? The 
cause of those whom he stigmatises 
as anti-biblical, factioas, and papisti- 
cal. Now let us suppose, for argu- 
ment’s sake, that these “ good and 
great” men were mistaken in their 
interpretation of the Liturgy ; he still 
allows them and their followers to be 
“sincere,” and that they really “ be- 
lieve”? what they teach respecting it 
to be its true meaning. The doctrine 
they teach, though he denies it to be 
the doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, he believes with them to be 
that of Scripture. Their instruction, 
then, he allows to be sound and 
scriptural ; and as to themselves they 
are the followers at least of the “good 
and great,” and are actuated by pure 
and conscientious motives. Where 
then is the evil against which this 
writer has thought it right to gird 
himself for the combat? The very 
men he combats are defending what 
he believes to be truth: they are 
opposing, and with sincere minds, 
what he likewise esteems a “ dam- 
ning mischief,” a “ pernicious falla- 
cy,” which has slain its thousands 
and tens of thousands of immortal 
souls. And who that has got a pure 
heart and humble voice” would not 
willingly raise both in wishing them 
“God-speed?”” But not so our way- 
ward and contentious Reviewer. He 
opposes them with all his might ;— 
he withstands them in every direc- 
tion ;~he assists their adversaries to 
ix error, dangerous, * damning” 
error, on a “ Protestant church,” a 
church of Christ. He labours, with 
all his energy, and developes all his 
ingenuity, even to unfairness and 
mistatement, in order to establish this 
Christ. Obsery, No. 175. 


pernicious fallacy” as the genuine 
doctrine of the Church of Eugiand, 
And what can be the Reviewer’s mo- 
tive for this extraordinary conduct ? 
Does he not discover it when he tells 
us, that this supposed error is a 
‘¢ prominent ground of Nonconformi- 
ty?” When Dr. Mant published to 
the world, as a doctrine of the Church 
of England, one of the most destruc- 


tive errors of Popery, three writers . 


totally unconnected with each other, 
and ignorant of each other’s purpose, 
come forward at the same time, and 
demonstrate that this erroneous doce 
trine is not and never was the doc- 
trine of our church. - Upon this, the 
Eclectic Reviewer rises up, and tells 
the world, that Dr Mant has proved 
his point ;—that his opponents are 
altogether mistaken ;——that having 
made vows of conformity, they must 
therefore endeavour to keep theme 
selves in countenance as well as they 
can; but that his “ ingenuous mind” 
is pained to witness the “* expedients’’ 
to which they are reduced.—-But to 
what ‘‘ expedients” have they resort- 
ed? Have they used any dishonoura- 
ble artifices ? Have they made asser- 
tions, where proof was required ? Or 
has this Reviewer answered, or at- 
tempted to answer, any one of their 
arguments? But we beg his pardon: 
he has attempted to answer one of 
their arguments, that which defends 
the spirituality of the Liturgy, And 
can any thing prove more demonstra- 
bly its truth, than the weakness and 
absurdity of his attempt to refute it. 
And even if we allow that this umpire 
sincerely believes all that he has ad- 
vanced, in the face of such evidence, 
to be just, what, we would still ask, 
is the direct design and tendency of 
his labours? What does he aim at 
effecting by his critique? It is in- 
deed “ painful” to a pious and “ in- 
genuous mind” to reflect upon this. 
Dr. Mant was opposing what he be- 
lieved to be an error, and defending 
what he believed to be truth. Bat 


3Q 


~ 


— - 


SS a ee 





464 


this Reviewer is contending for error, 
for what he believes to be error; 
and is assisting Dr. Mant in his en- 
deavours to persuade the world to 
believe that it is the gennine doc- 
trine of the Church of England. 

Now let us suppose, that this 
writer should succeed in convincing 
candid and reasonable persons that 
he has fairly represented the doctrine 
of the Church; and that this errone- 
ous doctrine is believed to be true by 
the generality of the dignitaries and 
officiating clergy throughout the 
kingdom, and was held to be so even 
by our reformers and the compilers 
of our Liturgy ; what is the result to 
which he would look forward ? Here 
he does not leave us to a doubtful 
conjecture: “ it would be unwar- 
rantable,” he tells us, “to suppose 
that numbers of the pious clergy 
would not resign their preferments 
in the Church.” (p. 8.) 

Doubtless such would be the re- 
sult. But will the Reviewer say that 
this is a result to be ardently desired, 
an object to be eagerly prosecuted ? 
Supposing him to shake their pre- 
sent conscientious adherence to the 
Church, can he point out tothem else- 
where situations of equal utility with 
those they now occupy? Willit be an 
advantage to the cause of true religion 
in the land that no parochial cure 
should be administered by men quali- 
fied,even in theReviewer’s judgment, 
to stem the torrent of heretical pravi- 
ty? What must, in such a Case, on 
his own principles, ensue, but that 
this “ pernicious fallacy,’ this “dam- 
ning mischief,” like the “ over- 
spreading of desolation,’’ should fill 
the land ; that the flood-gates of im- 
morality and licentiousness should be 
opened ; and that additional * multi- 
tudes” of immortal souls should pe- 
rish! And can the Reviewer contem- 
plate such consequences with plea- 
sure and earnest expectation ? 

Let us, on the other hand, suppose, 
that these pious men should succeed 
in their efforts; that they should 
succeed, that is to say, in rooting out 
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this “pernicious fallacy” from the 


church.; then the “ multitudes” she 
have been misled by it would be mis. 
led no more, truth would triumph 
Satan would be defeated, and many 
souls would be brought to Gog 
We would appeal to the “ingenuous 
mind” of the Reviewer himsejf 

’ 
whether such an end be not desira. 
ble? 

And what has he to offer as the 
alternative ! What? Why, some pi. 
ous clergymen would become Dis. 
senters ; and probably some laymen 
likewise. Surely no humane, no pi- 
ous, mind could regard with satis. 
faction such a triumph, so obtained, 
If this be the feeling of the Reviewer, 
we will cherish the pleasing persua- 
sion that it is a feeling in which few 
of our Dissenting brethren will sym- 
pathise with him. Of them we have 
hoped, and shall continue to hope, 
better things. We shall confidently 
expect to find that they disclaim this 
writer as their accredited agent or 
representative ; nor shall we believe 
that he is, unless the testimony of 
facts shall reluctantly compel us to 
adopt a contrary opinion. We can- 
not believe, that while the opponents 
of Dr. Mant are labouring to defend 
the Church of England (which en- 
braces so large a portion of the popu: 
lation) from the most “ pernicious 
fallacy,” and thus, according to the 
Reviewer’s own statement, doing the 
greatest possible kindness to the 
souls of multitudes, who, he says, 
are now deluded and destroyed by 
this “damning mischief ;” we cal 
not believe that the Dissenters gene 
rally would be disposed to take patt 
against them. Would not such con 
duct be in fact to say, “ The Church 
is in danger of being purged from 
this ‘pernicious fallacy :’ we shall 
thus be deprived of a ‘ prominent ree 
son for Nonconformity ;’ and though 
‘ multitudes’ of immortal souls mY 
be benefited, we must, for the sake 


of the Dissenting interest, with 0° 


heart and voice protest against the 
soundness of such a vindication 
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We cannot lay down the pen with- 
out earnestly requesting the atten- 
tion of that class of divines in the 
Establishment, who are our oppo- 
nents in the present controversy.— 
The clergy whom they stigmatise as 
Evangelical are often represented by 
them as enemies to the charch ; as 
Dissenters in principle ; as further- 
ing the cause of Dissenters, and as 
only waiting a favourable opportu- 
nity to assist them In subverting the 
hierarchy. Dissenters, however, 
must be allowed, after all, to be the 
best judges as to who are their fittest 
allies in their hostile attempts against 
the Church. But here we see Dis- 
senters, in their ardour to demolish 
the Establishment, uniting, not with 
the opponents of Dr, Mant, but with 
his abettors. Such divines as Dr. 
Mant they consider as their best 
friends; while the opponents of Dr. 
Mant are considered as their chief 
enemies. If these succeed in their 
opposition, our Reviewer instructs 
us that one “prominent ground of 
Nonconformity” will be removed, 
and the hope of sapping the founda- 
tions of the Church will be greatly 
weakened. If these defenders of the 
Establishment then were removed, 
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he would regard the Church as only 
the more likely to fall. It is surely 
more than a hint to the dignitaries of 
the Church, not at least to stigmatize 
as its enemies the very same persons 
whom Dissenters consider as the 
bulwarks of her faith and of her con- 
Stitution. 

What course then remains for this 
body of divines to pursue, under the 
hard measure which is allotted them, 
and the many provocations they are 
called to endure ? Theirduty is plain. 
Let them persevere in proving them- 
selves, both in spirit and doctrine, to 
be true sons of the Church. Let 
them not be influenced or drawn 
aside to imbibe the temper or adopt 
the sentiments of either division of 
their opponents ; but, while they con- 
tend earnestly for the truth, let them 
hold the “ faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and in righteous- 
ness of life.” They will thus be 
best enabled to “ convince”’ or to si- 
lence “‘ gainsayers ;” the Church will 
flourish under their pious care ; and 
an additional argument will be deriv- 
ed in favour of the truths which they 
espouse, from the fruits which those 
truths produce. 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
&e, &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the press :—The History of West- 
minster Abbey, in 2 vols, 4to. with fifty 
engravings; and Watts’s Songs for Chil- 
dren, with brief Notes, by the Rev. J. 
Churchill. 

Preparing for publication :—History of 
Plymouth, in one vol 4to. by subscription 
at 1/, 11s. 6d.; and an English and Mahrat- 
ta Dictionary, by Captain Hutchinson, of 
the Bombay Mative Infantry. 

The Library of the famous Marshal 
Junot will shortly be sold by Mr. Evans. 

The Rev, William Bennet has prepared 
for the press, and proposes to publish by 
subscription, in one vol. 8vo. a careful 
Abridgement of the learned Bishop Stil- 


lingfleet’s ‘True Reason of the Suffer- 
ings of Christ ;” originally published in 
1669, in reply to the exceptions of Credlius, 
the most learned and subtil of all the Po« 
pish Socinians, against the celebrated work 
of Grotius on the Satisfaction of Christ. 
Subscriptions are received by the Editor, 
at Chapel-en-le-frith, Derbyshire ; or by 
Mr. Conder, Bookseller, St. Paul’s Church- 
yard, London. 


The inveterate nature of the disease 
called Cancer is well known. It is gener- 
ally reputed an incurable, and is almost 
always a fatal, disorder. It would be 


wrong, however, to conclude that enlarged 
knowledge and vigilant observation may 
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not remedy the present defect of medical 
skill in the treatment of this destructive 
matady. An Institution was formed in 
180i with the benevolent view, not only of 
affording a temporary asylum to persons 
labouring under this disease, but of improv- 
ing and perfecting the history of cancer, 
making a comparative estimate of the ad- 
vantages to be derived from various modes 
of treatment, and trying such new remedies 
as should be suggested by respectable au- 
thority. The operations of this Institution 
have for some time been suspended for 
waitof proper support. It has been again 
revived, with a better prospect of success. 
Its objects are deciared to be: “1. To 
cure, or relieve, the most dreadful disease 
with which human nature is visited ; a dis- 
ease to which females especially, of every 
rank and condition, are equally liable, and 
against which experience has not yet sanc- 
tioned any certain and successful mode of 
treatment. 2. To investigate, carefully, 
the nature of cancer, and the morbid 
changes induced upon the parts which 
are infested by it. 3. To confer on 
the indigent, the additional advantages of 
a new and improved method of treating 
the cancer; and likewise, by subjeciing 
this method to the test of a large experi- 
ence, to gain a more correct knowledge of 
its effects and comparative utility. 4. To 
communicate to the public the knowledge 
which may be thus acquired, by occasion- 
ally printing Reports of the proceedings of 
the Institution ;” for which purpose every 
case admitted into the Institution will be 
recorded, with its progress and results. — 
These objects cannot be attained without 
adequate pecuniary means The Society 
is therefore recommended to the benevo- 
lence of the public as one highly worthy of 
its patronage.—The President of the Insti- 
tution is the Earl of Shaftesbury; the 
Treasurer, Charles Elliott, Esq.; the su- 
perintending Physician, Dr. Warren, Low- 
er Brook-street; the superintending Sur- 
geon, Mr. Pearson, Golden-square; the 
Surgeon, Mr. Young, Soho-square ; the As- 
sistant Surgeon and Secretary, pro tem- 
pore, Mr. G. Babington, Golden-square.— 
Subscriptions are received by Messrs 
Hoares, Fleet-street ; Messrs. Drummonds, 
Charing-cross; and Sir P. Pole and Co. 
Bartholomew-lane.. Persons may be ad- 
mitted to the benefits of this Institution, 
on application to any of the medical 
officers. 


Mr, Bullock’s Museum, in Piccadilly, 
has lately been enriched with some chef 





Cancer—Gas Light Company—Apparatus for Chimneys, 


ry 4 
» and 
ere .. 


A Panorama of Jerusalem is now to be 
seen near Temple-bar, in Fleet-street. 


The Gas Light Company have been al. 
lowed to extend their capital from 200,000/. 
to 400,000/. anc their charter to forty years, 
In a short time, we presume that the mude 
of lighting by gas will be general through. 
out the metropolis, 


The Editors of the Medical and Physj. 
cal Journal state, that they have received 
from a correspondent in Germany, two ca. 
ses of hydrophobia cured by copious bleed. 
ing and mercury. 


On June 5, a numerous mecting of ladies 
and gentlemen was held at the Mansion. 
house,to consider of the best means of abol- 
ishing the practice of sweeping chimneys 
through the industry of boys, and of sub. 
slituting, in its room, a simple mechanical 
apparatus which would answer every pur- 
pose, The chair was taken by tbe Lord 
Mayor, who opened the business of the 
Meeting, by adverting to the cruelty and 
inhumanity which attended the preseat 
practice, and the efficacious means by 
whieh it might be obviated. His Lordship 
had received several letters, shewing net 
only the infant state at which children were 
employed in the unwholesome and danger- 
ous occupation of sweeping chimneys, but 
also the success with which the mechanical 
substitute was applied in Scotland and else- 
where. Mr. Vooke read to the Meeting 
the Report of the Committee appointed to 
consider this subject, and pointed out the 
melancholy afflictions with which children 
were visited by the continuance of the pre- 
sent practice. He also dwelt on the fact, 
that this practice was unknown until the 
beginning of the last century, and that 
consequently mechanical means must have 
been previously found effectual. The wor 
thy gentlemen concluded by moving 4 le 
solution for the establishment of a meche- 
nical system. Sir Francis Burdett drew 
an eloquent picture of the miseries of in- 
fants, some under four or five years of ages 
who are consigned to this dreary and crue 
él occupation. He concluded by enforg- 
ing the claim of the poor children of Eng- 


(Jay, 
d’euvres, both of painting and Statua 
particularly the Judgment of Brutus 
Homer reciting the Itiad, by Le Thi 
The carriage in which Bonaparte travelled 
to Waterloo forms likewise & great source 
of attraction. 
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land to atleast the same sympathy from their 
countrymen as the sabie sons of Africa. 
Several resolutions for the promotion of this 
humane and benevolent purpose were then 
moved by the Hon Mr. Burrell Drummond, 
Mr. Williams, Mr. Hall, &c. &c. and carried 


unanimously. 


At Cambridge, the Chancellar’s gold me- 
dals, for the best proficients in Classical 
Learning amongst the commencing Bache- 
lors of Arts, were this year adjudged to Mr, 
John Graham, of Christ College, and Mr. 
Marmaduke Lawson, of Magdalen College; 
and their merits were declared by the exa- 
miners to be equal. The subject proposed 
was a passage of a play of Aristophanes, to 
be turned into English verse in two hours, 


The Chancellor’s gold medal for the Eng- 
lish Poem was adjudged to Mr. Hamulton 
Sidney Beresford, of Clare Hall; the subject, 
“ Mahomet.” 


The subject of the Seatonian Prize Poem 
for the present year is, Hezekiah and Senna- 
cherib. 


At Oxford, the Rev. Godfrey Fausset, 
M. A. was unanimously elected by the 
Heads of Colleges to preach the Bampton 
Lecture Sermons before the University for 
1817. 


The composition for the Prizes cof the 
Vice-Chancellor of Trinity College, Dudlin, 
is this year to be, “The Marriage of the 
Princess Charlotte of Wales.” 


UNITED STATES. 


A Bishop has lately been appointed for 
the eastern states (New England) of Ame- 
rica. An unknown donor has given 2000 
dollars, another unkaoown doner, a lady, has 
given 3000 dollars, towards a fund for his 
support. 


HOLLAND. 
Amsterdam is about to be lighted with 
gas, 


A message has been sent by the king to 
the second chamber of the States-General, 
proposing the introduction of the same 
weights and measures throughout the 
kingdom as soon as possible, but not later 
than 1820, founded on the decimal system— 
the denomination of ell and pound to be 
retained. 


EAST INDIES, 


The letters patent constituting a Bishop 
of India gives him full power and authority 
to confer orders, to confirm, and to perform 
all other episcopal offices, and to exercise 
spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction in 
his diocese according to the ecclesiastical 
laws of England, such as the granting of 
licences to officiate, the visitation and exa- 
mination of the clergy, and their punishment 
and correction by deprivation, suspension, 
orcensure. They also appoint three Arch- 
deaconries subject to the Bishop’s See of 
Calcutta; the Archdeacons to act as the 
Bishop’s Commissaries. 
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LIST OF NEW 


THEOLOGY. 


_ Dissertations on various interesting Sub- 
jects, with a View to illustrate the amiable 
and moral Spirit of Christ’s Religion ; by 
the Rev. T. Watson. 8vo. 6s. 

Agency of Divine Providence manifested; 
by Samuel O‘Sullivan. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

Brief Memoirs of Four Christian Hin- 
doos. 12mo. 3s. 6d. 


, Family Prayers ; by J. Cotterill. 12mo. 
8. 

Farewell Sermons. 8vo. 11s, 

A Sermon, preached in Lambeth Ciiapel, 
at the Consecration of the Right Rev. 
Robert, Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia; by 
Joseph Holden Pott, A.M. Ato. Qs. 

_ A Brief Statement of the Nature of Bap- 
lism ; by Robert Hardy, A. M. 6d. 

_ Dr. Mant’s Sermon on Regeneration, vin- 
dicated from the Remarks of the Rev. T. T. 
— Is 6d. 

very-day Christianif¢?; by the Author of 
Rhoda, &e, T2mo. 38, 6d.” ‘ 


PUBLICATIONS. 
Sermons on various Subjects and 


Occasions; by "G. S. Faber, B. D. 8vo. 
12s. 

The Christian’s Manuel, compiled from 
the Enchiridion Militis Christiani of Eras- 
mus ; by Philip Wyatt Crowther, Esq. 8vo. 
8s. 

Sermons; by Thomas Trevor Trevor, 
LL.D. Prebendary of Chester, Rector of 
West Kirby, and Vicar of Eastham. 8vo. 
6s. 

Hume’s History of England, revised for 
Family Use; with such Omissions and 
Alterations as may render it salutary to the 
Young, and unexceptionable to the Chris- 
tian ; by the Rev. George Berkeley Mitch- 
ell, A. M. 8 vols. 8vo. 3/. 12s. 


Lectures delivered before the Christian 
Philological Society, in which several im- 
portant Differences between modern Armi- 
nians and Calvinists, are impartially consj- 
dered, with a View to promote Mutual 
Forbearance ; by N. Rogers, 12mo. 7s; 
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The Doctrine of the Church of England 
upon the Efficacy of Baptism, vindicated 
from Misrepresentation ; by Richard Law- 
rence, L.L.D. 8vo. 5s. 

Commentaries and Annotations on the 
Holy Scriptures: containing, I. Various 
Prolegomenous Essays, and short Disquisi- 
tions. If. Introductions to the Books of 
the Old and New Testament, and the Apo- 
crypha. IIL. A Series of Critical, Philologi- 
cal, and Explanatory Notes, partly original, 
and partly compiled. IV. A Chronological 
Index. By the Rev. John Hewlett, B. D. 
ol. 

The Connection between the Sacred Wri- 
tings and the Literature of the Jewish and 
Heathen Authors, particularly that of the 
Classical Ages, illustrated, principally with 
a View to Evidence in Confirmation of the 
Truth of Revealed Religion; by Robert 
Gray, D. D. Prebendary of Durham and of 
Chichester. 8vo. 12s. 

Memoirs of Mr. James H. Wood, late 
surgeon, &c &c. to the Dispensary and 
Workhouse at Blackburn; by the Rev. 
Thomas Wood. Is 6d. 

Episcopal Claims investigated, and the 
Liberty of the Pulpit defended, in five Es- 
says; by the Rev. Mr. Isaac. 12mo. 4s. 

Village Sermons; or, Short and Plain 
Discourses, forthe Use of Families, Schools, 
and Religious Societies ; by George Burder. 
Vol. VII. 2s. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Genealogical Tree of the Macdo- 
nalds, as Lords of the Isles; by Mr. John 
Brown, coloured on canvas, and rollers. 
2/7. 11s. 6d. 

The e¢arly Life of Ben. West, Esq.; by 
Mr. Galt. Royal 8vo. 15s. 

Memoirs of Nicholas Ridley, formerly 
Bishop of London. 1s. 

Memoirs of Madame la Marquise de la 
Rochejaquelin. Translated from the second 
edition, printed at Paris, with a Map of 
Vandée. Svo. 12s. 

Memorie of the Somervilles; being a 
History of the Baronial House of Somerville, 
published from the original Manuscript, in 
the Possession of the present noble Repre- 
sentative of the Family ; by James, eleventh 
Lord Somerville, 2 vols. 8vo. with two por- 
traits and nine other engravings, 2/. 2s. 
Royal 8vo. 3/. 3s. 

Hints, designed to promote Beneficence, 
Temperance, and Medical Science ; by Dr. 
Lettsom: re-published in three vols. 8vo. 
with Memoirs of the Author, and of James 
Neild, Esq.; and brief Notices of many 
other of Dr.Lettsom’s Friends: embellished 
with forty plates, ten of which were not in 
the first edition. 2/. 2s. 

Spurinna; or, the Comforts of Old Age, 
with Notes and Biographical Illustrations ; 
by Sir Thomas Bernard, Baronet. 8yo. 9s. 


List of New Publications, 


(July, 

Sancho; or, the Proverbialj 
BP crgrang lalist, Royal 

Liberty, Civil and Religious: 

T. Bowdler, A. M. Sia te ns by the Rer, 
Fe Cottages of the Lakes, 12mo, 3 

Letters on the Fine Arts, writter, from 
Paris in the year 1815; by Henry Milton 
Esq. 8vo.7s. 6d. ; 

A Dictionary of Painters and Engravers. 
by W. Bryan. 2 vols. 4to. 5/. 5s, Royal 9/ 

Of Statuary and Sculpture among the 
Ancients; with some Account of Specimens 
preserved in England ; by James Dallaway 
M.B. F.A.S. With thirty engravings and 
several wood-cuts; imp 8vo. 2/. 8s, 

An Inquiry into the Origin and Early 
History of Engraving upon Copper and in 
Wood ; with an Account of Engravers and 
their Works, from the Invention of Chaleo. 
graphy, by Maso Finiguerra, to the Time 
of Marc’ Antonio Raimondi ; including Ob. 
servations on some of the first Books orna. 
mented with Wood-cuts; by William Youn 
Ottley, F.S.A.; in 2 vols. 4to. 8/. 8s. Illus. 
trated by numerous fac-similes. 

The Apocryphato Macklin’s Bible, which 
completes the magnificent edition of the 
sacred Scriptures; begun by the late Mr, 
Macklin. 18 guineas. 

Annual Register, or a View of the Histo. 
ry, Politics, and Literature, for the Year 
1815. 8vo. 16s. 

A History of the Wars of the French 
Revolution; by J. Baines. Vol. I. 4to, 
1/. 1s. 

A History of Hanover ; by J. Reid. Royal 
4to, 3/. 13s. 6d. 

Lectures on the Philosophy of Modern 
History, delivered inthe University of Dub- 
lin; by George Miller, D. D. late Fellow 
of Trinity College, Dublin. Vol. 1, Il 
8vo, 1/. ts. 

A Practical Abridgment of Election Law, 
from the Issuing of the Writ to the Return; 
adapted particularly to the case of Return 
ing’ Officers, Candidates, and Electors, in 
the Respective Proceedings for Counties, 
Cities being Counties, and Boroughs; by 
John Disney, Esq. Barrister-at-law. 8v0. 
7s. 6d. 

Essays on Insanity, Hypochondriasis, and 
other Nervous Affections ; by John Reid, 
M.D. 8vo. 9s. 

Essays in Rhyme, on Morals and Ma0- 
ners; by Jane Taylor. foolscap 8vo. 6s. 

Question of the Necessity of the existing 
Corn Laws considered; by Charles Henry 
Parry, M_D. F.R.S. 8vo., 8s. 

Hints to a Traveller into Foreign Cou 
tries ; by the Rev. John Marriot. 18mo.»® 

The Principles of Population and Produt- 
tion, as they are affected by the Progres 
of Society ; with a View to Moral and * 
litical Consequences; by John Weylan® 
jun, Esq. F.R.S, 8yo. 14s, 
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Practical Political Economy ; being a 
systematic Arrangement for affecting a 
eduction in the Poor-Rates, improving the 
Value of Small Farms, and also a Commis- 
sarian System, whereby a Saving may be 
effected of upwards of 1,000/. per annum ; 
with an Appendix, describing the new In- 
vention of a Pair of Logical Scales, for the 
Use of Law-bewildered Jurymen, &c. 

Waterloo ; a Poem, with Notes ; by Hen- 
ry Davidson, Esq. Advocate. 8vo. 53. 64. 

" A Historica! Account, interspersed with 
Biographical Anecdotes, of the House of 
Saxony; by F. Shoberl 7s. 6d. 

Guide to all the Watering and Sea-bath- 
ing Places, for the Year 1816. 18mo. 16s. 
boards. 17s bound. 

Hindoo Excavations in the Mountain of 
Eljora, near Aurungabad, in the Decan, in 
twenty-four Views, from the Drawings of 
James Wales, under the Direction of 
Thomas Daniell, forming Part VI. of the 
Oriental Scenery. Folio, 32. 3s. 

A Voyage round the World, from 1806 to 
1812; in which Japan, Kamschatka, the 
Aleutian Islands, and the Sandwich Islands, 
were visited ; including a Narrative of the 
Author’s Shipwreck on the Island of San- 
nack, and his subsequent Wreck in the 
Ship’s Long Boat : by Archibald Campbell. 
8vo. 9s. 

The State Trials ; by J. Howell. 21 vols. 
royal 8vo, 33/, 1s, 6d. 
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A Description of theprincipal Picturesque 
Beauties, Antiquities, and Geological Phz- 
nomena of the Isle of Wight; by Sir Henry 
C. Englefield, Bart. With additional Obser- 
vations on the Strata of the Island, and their 
Continuation in the adjacent Parts of Dor. 
setshire; by Thomas Webster, Esq. Illus- 
trated by maps, and nearly fifty engravings, 
by W. and G. Cook, from original drawings 
by Sir H, Englefield and T. Webster. Imp. 
4to. 71. 7s. and on large paper 10/. 10s. 

Atheniensa; or, Remarks on the Topo- 
graphy and Buildings of Athens; by Wil- 
liam Wilkins, A M. F.A‘S. 8vo. 12s. 

Journal of a Tour in Germany, Sweden, 
Russia, Poland, &c. during the Years 1813 
and 1814; by J. T. James, Esq. With 
eighteen engravings, 4to. 3/ 3s, 

Thoughts on the * Poor Laws, and on 
the Improvement of the Condition and 
Morals of the Poor ;” by the Author of the 
History of the House of Romanoff. price 
Is. 6d. 

A History of Cork ; by J. Smith. 2 vols. 
8vo. 12. 8s. 

A History of Chester. 8vo. 9s. 

Quinze Jours a Londres la Fin de 1815. 
Svo. Paris, 1816. 5s. 

Almanac Royal, pour Année 1816. 8ve. 

7S. 

Adolphe, Anecdote trouvée dans les Pa- 
piers d’un Inconnu, et publiée par Benja- 
min deConstant. 12mo. Londres. 1816. 6s. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, 


Tue following is a brief abstract of the 
Twelfth Report of this Society, which was 


read at the General Annual Meeting, on the 
dst May, 1816, 


I. Foreign Department. 


1. In Holland, many of the Societies have 
collected considerable sums, and commenc- 
ed a distribution of the Scriptures. At a 
General Meeting in Amsterdam, in Novem- 
ber last, it was finally determined that the 
seat of the Netherlands Bible Society should 
be established in that city. Under it are 
upwards of forty societies ; and the direction 
of their combined energies is intrusted to a 
committee in Amsterdam. Of this Nation- 
al Institution his royal highness the Prince 
of Orange is the patron, Many Bible Asso- 
—s have also been formed : in Amster- 

am alone, twenty-four are already in a 
state of active operation. A large assort- 


ment of the Scriptures, in various langua- 
ges, has been sent both to Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam, 


2. The Grand Duchy of Berg Society has 
exhibited proofs of the most laudable acti- 
vity, and promises to become one of the 
most useful in Germany. It has collected 
large sums, and established Branch Socie- 
ties in various parts of the duchy, as weil as 
an active Auxiliary at Cologne, under the 
presidency of Count Ernst Von der Lippe. 
Its proceedings are marked with great zeal, 
and directed by sound judgment and impar- 
tiality, the wants of Catholics and Protes- 
tants being equally attended to. A dona- 
tion of 100/. presented by Dr. Steinkopff, 
proved the means of supplying many sol- 
diers, more especially the sick and wounded 
in the hospitals, with copies of the Scrip- 
tures. 


S. The Prussian Bible Society, formed 
under the auspices of his Prassian Majesty,’ 
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and with the patronage of the first officers 
of state, entered upon its operations by an 
animating address to the public. In less 
than a year twelve Auxiliaries were insti- 
tuted in the Prussian dominions. How 
much their assistance is wanted may be 
conceived from the following fact, stated in 
the First Report of this Society: That 
among 18,000 German, 7,500 Polish, and 
7,000 Lithuanian famiiies in Lithuania, not 
a single Bible was to be found. The Com. 
mittee have lately assisted this Institution 
with a donation of 300/. for its Silesian 
Auxiliaries. 


4. The Hanoverian Bible Society is dili- 
gently engaged in obtaining accurate infor- 
mation, preparing a large edition of the 
Scriptures, and organizing Auxiliary Socie- 
ties. It is patronized by his royal highness 
the Duke ef Cambridge, and supported by 
the Ministers of the Crown; and the vene- 
rable President Barcn Von Arnswald, now 
cighty-two, animates its proceedings by his 
exemplary attention. 


5. The Duchy of Brunswick Bible Society 
was established on the memorabie 18th of 
June, two days subsequent to the death of 
the late much-lamented duke, who had 
signified his intention to become its patron, 
This Society is supported by persons of the 
highest classes, and of the most respectable 
characters. 


6. The proceedings of the Wurtemburg 
Bible Society bave displayed great zeal and 
activity. A very particular inquiry has been 
instituted by its Committee into the want 
of the Scriptures, and measures taken to 
supply them. The Committee have agreed 
to assist the Society by a donation of 3007. 
For some copies of the versions printed by 
the Society and presented to the King, the 
President has been honoured with his 
thanks; and the Queen, to whom a similar 
present was offered, charged Dr, Steinkopff 
with her sincere acknowledgments, 


7. Among the Catholics of Wurtemberg, 
7000 copies of the New Testament have 
been distributed, with the sanction of the 
episcopal authority, by the Rev Leander 
Van Ess, Catholic Professor of Divinity in 
the University of Marburg. Of the zeal 
manifested by this learned and pious man, 
it is impossible to speak without admiration. 
More than 60,000 copies of his Catholic 
‘Testament have been printed by his exer- 
tions, and fresh editions are in the press. 
His work is carried on under the sanction 


[July ' 


of episcopal authority, and he has had th 

happiness to witness the most pleasing 
fruits of his benevolence. The 00d effect } 
have been so visible, that they have prod . 
ced conviction in some Catholic clergymen 
who were hostile to the circulation of the 


Scriptures, or who entertained doubts ofitg 


utility. Professor Van Ess has exhibited a 
striking proof of a candid mind, by devotin 

part of bis funds to the supplying of poop 
Protestants with Luther’s Bible. Similar 
commendation is due to the Catholic Pastor 
at Ratisbon, Regens Wittmann, whom Dr 
Steinkopff desiguates the father of the 
fatherless, and a friend to the destitute 
The edition of the New Testament printed 
by bim has proved very acceptable in Ca. 
tholic Germany. More than 10,000 Copies 
have been circulated ; and an impression of 
20,000 copies will scarcely be sufficient to 
supply the presentdemand. The Rev. John 
Gossner, of Munich, has also printed end 
circulated 10,000 copies of the New Testa. 
ment among the German Catholics, 5,000 
of which were disposed of in less than six 
weeks. The Committee have granted to 
the Rev. L. Van Ess 5002. in addition to 
former grants ; to R. Wittmann 200/,; and 
to the Rev. J. Gossner, S002. to enable them 
to print and circulate the Scriptures, 


8. The Bremen, Hamburg- Altona, and 
Lubeck Bible Societies are in full activity, 
and have proved highly beneficial. 


9. Dr. Steinkopffassisted at the formation 
of the six following Bible Societies, viz. 
For the town and circle of Cleve, containing 
60,000 inhabitants ; for Osnaburg, the popu- 
lation of which is 130,000, composed of 
Catholics and Protestants jointly ; for Koe- 
nigsfeld, inthe Black Forest, and surround. 
ed with many Catholic villages ; for Nassau 
Homburg, comprising a population of 
350,000; for Frankfort, where a depository 
will be formed from which ‘the neighbour 
ing Bible Societies may be furnished with 
the Scriptures; for Neuwied and Wied 
Runkel, containing a population of about 
35,000.- All these undertakings were 
countenanced by the ruling powers. 5ix 
hundred and fifty pounds were given to 
assist those several Societies. 


10. The Societies in Switzerland, which 
came under the observation of Dr. Stet 
kopff, are those of Schaffhausen, St. Gall, 
Zurich, and Basle ; their proceedings exhi- 
bit great zeal, and they are liberally sup: 
ported. They have already circulat 
more than 60,000 copies of the Scripturt 


, 2 ans 


mre tet A be! it 





yy 
1e 
iy 


Us 
en 
he. 
its 
la 
ng 
or 
lar 
or, 
Dr, 
he 
te, 
ted 
Jae 
ies 
of 
to 
bhn 
and 
sta. 
000 
six 
| to 
nh to 
and 
em 


and 
ity 


tion 
viz. 
ping 
onue 
d of 
Koe- 


unde 


ssatl 


| of 
itory 
youre 
with 
Vied 
bout 
were 

Six 
an to 


yhich 
Stein¢ 
Gall, 
exhi- 
} sup. 
ated 
tures, 





1816.) Relig. Intell.—British and Foreign Bible Societys ATi 


Protestants and Catholics indiscriminately 
veceive them, and many of the ‘Roman 
Catholic Clergy have been active in their 
distribution, Gratifying proofs of the 
good effects produced by their benevolent 
jabours have been received. A sum of 
5201. was given them.——At a numerous 
meeting of the Basle Bible Society, in 
October last, several Jews attended, and 
became subscribers.—Dr. Steinkopff suc- 
ceeded in establishing a distinct Bible So- 
cjety at Bern; to which the Committee 
have presented 200/.—The Society of Chur 


| has finished the Oid Testament in one Ro- 


manese dialect, and undertaken the print- 


} ing of it in another, The Geneva Bible 


Society has also been active.— Another So- 
ciety has been established at Neufchatel, 
under the sanction of the civil and ecclesi- 
astical authorities. A similar Society has 
been organized among the Waldenses, in 
the valleys of Piedmont; comprising thir- 
teen parishes, with a population of 17,000 
souls. To the Society at Neufchatel the 
Committee have presented 100/. and to 
that of the Waldenses 200/. 


11. A grant has been made to the Pro- 
testant Consistory at Vienna, in Bohemian, 
Polish, and German Bibles and Testaments, 
to the amount of S0u/., as well as a donation 
of 500/. to the Hungarian Bible Institution 
at Presburg. A letter from the Baron of 
Testinak to the President, describes the 
condition of the people as truly deplorable ; 
and he urgently solicits the aid of the So- 
ciety for the support of Protestant Schools 
and Churches in Hungary. The Commit- 
tee have assisted them in the only mode 


allowed by their rules, that of supplyin 
Bibles and Testaments. aie 


, 12. Sets of the Versions published by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, together 
with its Annual Reports, were presented by 
Dr. Steinkopff to various Bible Societies, 
and to the following Universities and Pub- 
lic Libraries, viz, to the Universities of 
Tuebingen, Heidelberg, Basle, Vienna, 
Goettingen ; the Public Library of Augs- 
burg, the Royal Library of Munich, &c.— 
The mission of Dr. Steinkopff proved most 
welcome in every place which he visited. 
It would be impossible to enter into the 
details- The language. of Dr, Amon, at 
Dresden, conveys the general impression 
excited in favour of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society by his visits. 1 clearly 
perceive, he says, * the just and compre- 
hensive views which your noble Society 
Christ. Obsery, Ne. 175. 


have taken of the miseries and desolations 
of our times: you fix your eye on the pri- 
marty cause of all our misfortunes, and 
point out to us the heavenly power of that 
Divine Revelation which alone can sup- 

ort, comfort, and bless us. May the 

lessing of God rest upon all our English 
friends !” 


13. The Saxon Bible Society had receiv- 
ed the cordial support of government, and 
had commenced its proceedings with vi- 
gour and judgment; and many Branch So- 
cieties had been formed The Committee 
have assisted this Institution with 200¢, 
The Tenth Report of the Committee had 
been translated, and printed, at the expense 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 


-for circulation in Germany, by the Commit- 


tee of the Saxon Bible Society; and they 
have since been requested to undertake 
the translation of the Eleventh Report. 


14. The Thuringian Bible Society, at 
Erfurt, bas obtained the formal sanction of 
the Government. It-has planted an Auxi- 
liary at Eisenach; and its proceedings in 
general meet with great encouragement, 
A similar Society has also been established 
at Eichsfeld, with a Branch at Nordhaue 
sen. 


15. The organization of the Danish Bible 
Society was fully completed in November 
last, when Count Schimmelman was elected 
president, and the venerable Bishop Miin- 
ter, and the President and First Deputy of 
the Chancery were nominated vice-presi- 
dents. An Auxiliary Society has been 
established in Sleswick Holstein, with the — 
sanction of his Danish Majesty, to which 
300/. have been presented Qne of the first 
works determined on was, to print the Gos- 
pel of St. Matthew in the Faroese language, 
a dialect of the ancient Icelandic, in which 
no part of the Scriptures has yet been pub- 
lished. 


16. To render permanent the advantages 
conferred on Iceland by his visit, Mr. Hen- 
derson, previously to his departure, adopt- 
ed preparatory steps for the establishment 
of a Bible Society; the foundation of 
which was laid at the Annual Meeting of 
the Synod, under the patronage of the 
highest civil and ecclesiastical authorities. 
The want of the Scriptures in Iceland had — | 
been extreme: it was deeply felt and 
lamented by the people; but their sorrow 
hy oo turned into joy; and there if 
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perhaps no pa;t of the world to which the 
Society has extended iis aid, where it has 
been more cordially welcomed, and more 
gratefully acknowledged. 


17. In Sweden, it has been computed, on 
good grounds, thal, previously to the estab- 
lishment of the Bible Society in Sweden, 
Not one out of ehty of the poorer classes 
had a copy of the Seriptures, and that not 
fewer than 400,000 families in that kingdom 
were Cesiitute of ths treasure. These 
Wants have already been in some measure 
relicved: and every disposition prevails in 
that country to supply them effectually. 


The Deputies from the Clergy, at the 
Dei of 115. published an addi ess to their 
biethren, enjoining them to promote the 
circulation of the Scriptures, and strongly 
recommending the Swedish Bible Society 
to their attention, Every exertion ts used 
in poniiny the seriptures; anda large dis- 
triburon of them has been made in Stock- 
holm particularly among the military sta- 
tioncdiliere, The commander of the Stock- 
holin squadron of the galley fleet has adopt- 
ed some execlient regulations respecting 
the reading of the Bible by the seamen. 
‘The Auxiharv Societies are all active with- 
in their respective circles The Bishops 
of Gothenburg and Westeras have been 
particularly zealous. A sum of 6002 has 
heen oresented to the Swedish Society and 
its \uxillaries. 


A «ow Auxiliary Bible Society has been 
forined at Lund, in Scania, under the pre- 
sidency of the Bishop, who is also vice- 
chancellor of the university of Lund. This 
i$ a important station. The Archbishop 
of Upsala has also expressed his wish to 
form a Bible Society in that place ; and the 
Committee have most readily encouraged 
it.) the promise of 300/ to assist its ope- 
ratious, 


The Swedish Bible Society has not only 
the patronage of the King, but that of the 
crown prince, who has been a most liberal 
contributer to it, and has promised a 
considerable donation towards the estab- 
lishment of a Bible Society in Norway. 


18. Of the thirteen editions of the 
Scriptures, in whole or in part printing in 
Russia at the period of the last general 
meeting, eight have been completed, the 
remainder are in progress, and some nearly 
finished; m&king altogether, at least, 
110,000 copies, now actually in the press, 





July, 
The Gospel of St- Matthew, in Calm 
translated and printed at the charge W a 
British Society, was the first beck exe, 
printed in that language: it has oti 
most acceptable to the Calmucs, sid the 
language has been Pronounced Excelent. 
Among the new editions printing in Russia 
are the New Testament, in the language 
of Moldavia, a dialect of the moder) Greek. 
the Gospel of St. Luke, in the Tartar djs. 
lect, under the care of the Missionaries 
Astrachan, who have removed from Kaos 
to that place ; and the New Testanien: " 
the Samogitian dialect. The Samogitians 
were not converted to the Cliristian religion 
before the fifteenth century, and have never 
vet had a version of the Scriptures in thelr 
lunguage. The new translation has been 
made by the Cathohe Bishop of Samogitia, 
who had resolved to print 1,600 copies of 
it, at Wilna, at his own expense, ‘7pjs 
edition is extended, by the liberality of ie 
Committee at St.Petersburg, to 5,000¢ es; 
and the Committee have given 250d. towards 
it. 


Branch Establishments have been formed 
at Astrachan, Theodosia, and Haskaf: of 
these the two former appear admirably 
calculated for the extensive circulation of 
the Scriptures. From Astrachan, which 
is the seat of a bishop, who is vice-piesi- 
dent of the Society there, they may be dis. 
tributed in Persia, Georgia, and the cour 
tries tothe east of the Caspian Theodusis, 
or Kaffa, is a sea-port town of the Crimes; 
and the new Society there proposes, init 
operations, to embrace the whole of that 
peninsula, and in general the countries 
lying on the shores of the Black Sea, with 
out any assigned limitation: it may, by the 
blessing of God, prove the means oft 
kindling the Christian flame among tle 
churches of Asia Minor The Committe? 
have encouraged the exertions of the The 
dosia Society by a grant of 500/. 


The Committee of the Russian Bible S» 
ciety have authorised Mr. Pinkerton t0 
make a tour through the southern provinces 
of the Russian empire, for the purpose“ 
promoting the great object of their Institt: 
tion For this purpose he was to be prov 
ded with recommendatory letters, from the 
president of the Russian Bible Society, | 
the name of the Committee, to the bisho?s 
and governors of the different provinces. 


The Emperor of Russia, who has evinced 
an tndeviating attachment to the Russian 
Bible Society, has recommended to the 
holy Synod, through Prince Galitzir, “ 
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procure a translation of the Bible into the 
modern Russian. His Majesty had observ- 
ed, that, while the Society was suppiying 
ali the nations in Russia with the Serip- 
tures, the Russians themselves were obliged 
either to read the Divine Oracles ina lan- 
ouage they understood impertecily, or ina 
forcien tongue : for, the translation of the 
Savonian Bible having been made in the 
ninth century, the language of it differs 
more from the modern Russ:an, than Wick- 
Hifi%s transiation of the Bible from the mo- 
dern English version. The holy Synod 
unanimousty adopted the recommendation 
of vis Maiesty; and it was resolved that the 
yas oiures should -be transiated into the 


Ri say language, under the superinten- 
dance of the Spiritual Academy ; and that 
the translation should be revised by the 
moot learned of the clergy, and afterwards 
puvlished by the Russian Bible Society in 
two columns, Slavoniar and Russian The 
idea of this noble work is the pure sugges. 
tion of his Imperial Majesty ; and the Rus- 
sian Bible wili remain an imperishable 
memorial, both of his piety and of his 
paternal solicitude for the welfare of his 
subjects. 


In addition to former grants, the Com. 
mittee have presented the Russian Bibie 
Society with 1,000/. They have also voted 
to the Auxiharies at Mittau, Riva, Reval, 
and Arensherg in the istand of Oesel, 
severally, the sum of 500/ to assist them to 
publish editions of the whole Bible, in the 
Lettish and Estiandish dialects : the sum of 
300/ has also been granted to the Finnish 
Bible Society at Abo, for a stereotype Fin- 
nish New Testament. 


19. A Bible Society has heen established 
at Strasburg, which has been assisted with 
agrant of 5002. At Paris, 3000 copies of 
Ustervald’s New Testament have been 
printed, during the last year, from the ste- 
reotype plates, under the direction of the 
Protestant Consistories, and an edition of 
6.090 is now in the press, making a total of 
13,000 copies. 


20. The situation of Malta has long been 
found convenient. for accomplishing the 
Purposes of the Society in variois ‘direc- 
tions, especially in the Grecian Islands and 
the Levant, and particularly for supplying 
commanders of vessels with copies of them, 
for distribution on their respective voyages. 
The depository there is kept regularly 
supplied, 


J " ”nm ) / - a . . 
21, The Rey, Mr. Lindsay's interesting 
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communication on the subject of the Apoca- 
Ivptic Churches has already appeared in 
our work. Mr. Lindsay has also transmited 
a letter from Mr. Rich, the Eas:-lndia 
Company’s Resident at Bagdad, contaming 
important intelligence respecting the Cliris- 
tians in that Pashalik. They consist ot Ar- 
menians, Syriars, and Chaldeans ; some of 
whom adhere to their ancient faith, while 
many are become Koman Catholics ; but all 
are in want of the Scriptures, and even the 
poorer classes are stated to be fond of 
reading them. A small number of Arme- 
nian Testaments and Arzbic Bibles were 
presented, by Mr. Lindsay, to Mr. Rich, 
for distribution. 


In short, the Committce have neglected 
no opportunity of distributing the Scrip- 
tures, where this could be done with bene- 
ficial effect; proportioning their assistance 
to the exigencies of the case, and the other 
claims on the Seciety’s benevolence. 


22. Last year the number of Bible Soci- 
eties within the United States of America 
amounted to sixty-nine. The Sixth Keport 
of the New York Bible Society, in Decem- 


ber, specifies one hundred and two. By 
fater intelligence, it appears that their 


number is wmcreased to one hundred and 
fifteen, among which is an * African Bible 
Society,” recently established in Philadel- 
phia. 


The harmony which pervades the Socie- 
ties in the Western Continent is as conspi- 
cuous as their zeal. Of their contmued 
regard for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, the proofs are satisfactory and 
abundant. The same effects have resulted 
foom these Tastitutions in America, as in 
other parts of the world: their iqniries 
have brought to light the spiritual necessi- 
ties of Christians, with respect to the holy 
Scriptures, in a degree far beyond what 
was supposed to have been the case, and 
has egcited a cordial disposition to co-ope- 
raic for their relief, 


The Philadelphia Bible Society, by the 
liberality of individuals and the contribu- 
tions of sister Societies, has been enabled 
to print an edition of 6000 French Testa- 
ments, for the accommodation principally 
of Louisiana ; and the Committee have sent 
thither a large supply of the Scripwures in 
the Spanish and French languages. ‘They 
have also granted to the New York Bible 
Society 2002. in aid of « set of stereatype 
plates for an English Bible, 
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The Committee of the Bible Society of 
Massachusetts have respectfully declined 
the proposal made to them of accepting, for 
their own use, the Bibles and Testaments 
originally destined for the Cape of Good 
Hope, and whieh they had generously re- 
deemed from capture. 


Several Bible Associations have been 
formed at Philadelphia, New York, and in 
other parts of North America. 


The following 1s an extract from the Re- 
port of the Bible Society in Virginia. 


«‘ But now there is universal peace. At 
His bidding, who rules the hearts of men, 
and turns them whithersoever he will, the 
storm has ceased, anc there is a great calm. 
This is the auspicious moment for the 
friends of religion to go forth in the strength 
of the Lord God, and make amighty effort 
to uproot from its very foundation the king- 
dom of darkness. The providence of God 
callsthem to this work Kings, according 
to the prediction of the prophet, have be- 
come nursing fathers, and queens nursing 
mothers, to the Church of Christ. And, 
considering what has recently been accom- 
plished, it is not chimerical to hope, that 
the earth, instead of presenting before 
Heaven a scene of violence and bloodshed, 
will exhibit the human race, through the 
grace of the Gospel, rising from the ruins 
of the fall, assuming again the likeness and 
image of God, and humbly walking in the 
steps of Him who went about doing good.” 


23. In the British part of America, the 
Nova Scotia Bible Society, at Halifax, 
which has fourteen Branch Societies con- 
nected with it, appears to be proceeding 
with great vigour and success. Of this 
Society his excellency Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, 
Governor in Chief, is the President. It 
appears from their Report, that the ‘* want 
of Bibles was found to be greater than had 
been imagined.” The contributions from 
the Nova Scotia Bible Society have been 
liberal (amounting to 400/.,) and the Com. 
mittee have not been backward in furnish- 
ing it with the holy Scriptures for the in- 
habitants. 


24. Some Dutch Bibles and Testaments, 
sent to Surinam, in South America, found 
aready sale. The Jews were the principal 
purchasers of the Bibles, as they under- 
stand the Dutch, but not the Hebrew, the 
language in which the Scriptures are read 
intheir Synagogues. The Committee have 
directed a further consignmen! to the same 
place, for sale or gratuitous distribution. 


. 
July, 


25, In Labrador, in the Autumn of 1814 
the Gospels of St. Matthew, Mark al d 
Luke, were solemnly distributed peat 
those of the Esquimaux who could we, 
well, of whom the number is considerable 
and were accepted with delight and erati. 
tude. The Ksquimaux are now in Possession 
of the four Gospels. The translation of th. 
Acts of the Apostles, the Ejnstle to the 
Romans, and the First Epistle te the Co. 
rinthians, has also been finished, and will 
be printed as soon as convenient. | 


26. The Appendix exhibits some jnte. 
resting details, relating to the distributiog 
of the Scriptures in the West Indies, 


27. To St. Domingo a large assortment 
of French Testaments has been sent {iy 
distribution—not only to that part which js 
under the authority of President Pétion, 
but to that where the authority of Chris. 
tophe is established ; and the Commitee 
are proceeding, in consequence of 4 re. 
quest from the latter, to print the Ney 
Testament, withthe French and English in 
parallel columns, for the benefit of the 
Haytian population, 


8 To Newfoundland a considerable 
number of English Bibles, and English yd 
Irish (estaments, have been sent for sile 
or gratuitous distribution, 


29. The Committee have sent a supply 
of 200 Dutch Bibles, and an eqnal number 
of Testaments, for the use of Chistian 
Hottentots at Bethelsdorp, in Southern Af 
mea; and they have also supplied the Ker, 
Mr. Latrobe with 200 Dutch Testaments, 
for distribution in that country. 


SO. A letter from Western Africa inti 
mates a disposition among the Mahomedals 
on that part of the continent, to receive tie 
Scriptures. It particularly states, that me 
ny Mahomedans had applied for Arbc 
Bibles, of which a number had been sent 0 
Sierre Leone for distribution. A transl 
tion of the Gospel of St. Matthew into the 
Bullom language, by the Rev. Mr Nylan 
der, is about to be printed at the Society's 
expense, A supply of Bibles and Tes 
ments has been sent to Goree, for the us 
of the garrison. 

(To be continued.) 


PRAYER-BOOK AND HOMILY SOCIETY: 


We have already given some accovl 
of the Annual Meeting of this Societ!; 
which was held on the 2d of Mey. The 
Report of the Committee has since - 
published. It is preceded by the °° 
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mon which was preached before the Socie- 
rv. on the morning of its meeting, by the 
Rev Charles Jerram, M A. Vicar of Chob- 
has. in Surrey ; and whicb we have perus- 
ed with more than ordinary satisfaction.— 
M« Jerram’s text is taken from 2. Tim. 1. 
13. Hold fast the form of sound words 
wiicli thou hast beard of me.” Vhe main 
object of his Sermon is to vindicate the 
principles on which our church 1s founded ; 
to shew that neither the language of the 
New Testament nor the practice of the 
»e itive churches discountenance a defi- 
nite enumeration of articles of faith, or a 
preseribed formulary of public worship ; 
apd that they have not furnished us with 
any exact model of ecclesiastical polity.— 
The argument is ably conducted, but our 
Pants will not permit us even to touch up- 
on it. After a defence of our own creed 
and ritual, from some of the objections 
that have been urged against them, Mr. 
Jerram adverts with much effect to the 
eircumstances under which they were com- 
posed and handed down to us. “ ‘The 
real merits of our Church,” he observes, 
‘“} am aware, must rest on its Own intrin- 
sic principles; and, therefore, if these 
should be proved unsound, it were vain to 
attempt to support the sinking fabric by 
humana authority. But if, on the other 
hand, its doctrines and principles are scrip- 
tural, its orders decent and edifying, and 
nothing appear in its ritual contrary to the 
purest examples of primitive Christianity ; 
then I may be permitted to add, in relation 
to the few defects which either the super- 
ficial observer supposes to exist, or the 
keenness of hostile scruiiny seems to have 
discovered, that in passing judgment, cau- 
tion may well be pracused, and that all 
severity of censure at least ought obviously 
to he restrained, when we cousiuter the 
characters who furnished us with the s\s- 
tem If there be any thing in piety and 
learning which are entitled to esteem and 
reverence, they shone no where with great. 
er justre than in the compilers of our Arti- 
cles and Liturgy. If experience, integrity, 
prudence, and Christian temper, have any 
claim on our admiration, where shall we 
find these qualities in closer union than in 
our Ridleys, and Latimers, and Cranmers ? 
If the dying testimony of a good man is 
worthy of the highest degree of credit, our 
confidence cannot be refused to men who 
sealed their doctrines with their bload If 
te path, which has conducted multitudes 
to everlasting habitations, is justly deemed 
pafe, what danger need be apprehended 
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in a road, through which a ‘ noble army 
of martyrs’ has entered triumphantly into 
glory? 


‘¢ There is something peculiarly satisfy. 
ing and delightful in the feeling, that every 
time we join in the public services of our 
religion, We are presenting our petitions in 
the very language which we know has been 
successful in bringing down biessings, in 
ten ‘thousand instances; that we ofer our 
praise in anthems, which those delighted 
to use who have now Joined ‘the generat 
assembly and church of the first bern im 
heaven,’ and are worshipping before the 
throne. Whocan be insensible to the at. 
tractions of a service which has been so 
often chaunted by the lips of the greatest 
and best of mankind, the noblest patrons 
of the cause of humanity and of religion, 
the highest favourites of the King of Hea- 
ven? Our ‘holy and our beautiful places 
where our fathers worshipped,’ receive a 
peculiar lustre from ‘the spirits of the 
just,’ who are so closely associated with 
them, and who yet seem to speak to us, 
through the services which they dictated.” 


‘© An interest, beyond the example of 
former ages, has been excited on the sub- 
ject of Revelation. The diffusion of the 
holy Scriptures has opened the eves of tens 
of thousands ro tbe awful realities of the 
unseen world. The general establishment 
of schools for the education of the poor has 
broken up ‘the fountain of a mighty deep,’ 
the moral consequences of which are incal- 
culable. Let the sacred records, and the 
venerable formularies of our Church pro- 
vide a deep and wide channel, in which 
the newly awakened feelings of the multi- 
tude may safely flow.” “ Let them know 
that they have confessors and martyrs for 
their author; that they have been adopted 
by the wisest and best of men; and contain 
the very language which those delighted to 
use *in the courts of the Lord’s house’ on 
earth, who are now worshipping ‘in the 
beauty of holiness’ in the temple of the 
Great King.” 


‘“* Nor should we overlook the claims, 
which other countries may justly make on 
the fostering care of the Church of the 
United Kingdom. ‘£ Many are running to 
and fro, and knowledge is increasing’ 
‘The Sun of Righteousness’ is now arising 
on ‘the regions of darkness and the sha- 
dow of death.” The angel of the Apoca- 
lypse is ‘fying in ¢he midst of heaven, 
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having the everlasting Gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people ? and millions are emerging from 
‘the habitations of darkness andof cruelty,’ 
to bail the approach of a brighter day than 
has ever yet dawned upon them. Who 
then, that has the least idea of the difficul- 
ties which must attend the construction of 
a system like that of our churech,—so com- 
plete in allits parts,—so admirably adapt- 
ed to promote the spiritual prosperity of a 
Christian community, and which was form. 
ed under a combination of circumstances 
peculiarly auspicious and providential,— 
would not wish to impart this blessing to 
the heathen world; that, as soon as the 
Scriptures have opened their understand- 
ings to discover the importance of Chris- 
tian communion, a * form of sound words’ 
peculiarly suited to their wants, may be 
ready for their adoption ? 


‘Finally, if our church is formed after 
the model of primitive communities: if 
her doctrines are orthodox, her Liturgy 
spiritual and scriptural, her ceremonies so- 
ber and decent, and her very defects but 
as the spots on the face of the brightest lu- 
minary: ifthe superior wisdom, piety, and 
Christian temper of her founders are enti- 
tled to our reverence; and their zeal and 
suflerings in a cause, so deeply interesting 
to ourselves, demand our gratitude ;: If pru- 
dence requires us to adopt what is safe ; 
and benevolence, to diffuse what is excel- 
Jent : if the most delightful of our associa- 
tions urge us toconnect ourselves with the 
spirits of departed greatness and virtue : 
if the character of the times calls for ac- 
tion, as well as circumspection ; and the 
imperious wants of mankind prefer the 
strongest plea to our charities : if the re- 
putation and interest of a church, in which 
we have been tenderly clierished, have any 
claim to our support, and we would see her 
pre-eminent among the tribes of our Israel 
—the first in rank as she is in excellence : 
if, in short, we would wish the poor as 
weil asthe rich, future generations as well 
as distant Jands, to partake of her bles 
sings ;—then let us circulate her formula- 
ries, and support an institution which is 
peculiarly calculated to promote the inte- 
rest of our Zion, and make her ‘ the praise 
of the whole earth. ” 


The Report states the efiurts made by 
the Committee to re-pay the advances of 
friends of the Society, and to increase its 
funds, Their efforts, though not success- 


ful to the extent that could have b 

wished, have yet been attended with ei 
gratifying results. A lady, who has stg 
cealed her name, by a donation of 400 
enabled the Society to discharge is pect. 
niary obligations to its frends. Another 
zealis friend contributed 1002 to th 
same object ; and the subscribers to the 
Society have increased. Still, howevep 
the annual subscriptions do not exceed 
553/, and the congregational collections 
2ySi.; an income very inadequate ty the 
Society’s objects. . 


_ The Committee have undertaken to pub. 
lish an octavo edition of the Homilies, ac. 
cording to the text of the folio edition ak 
ready published by them, to which willbe 
aunexed copious indexes. The Commi. 
tee have also determined to print the Li. 
turgy in flindoostanee; the translation of 
which was begun by the late Rev H Mar. 
tyn, completed by the Rev. D Corrie, and 
has since been revised by competent per. 
sons; and they have invited donations in 
hehalf of this particular object—an object, 
it must be admitted, of the highest utility, 


A new edition of ihe Psalter, with aneat 
clear type, has been printed by the Society, 
containing the Epistles and Gospels, tle 
Communion Service, and the Thirty-nine 
Articles. 


All the Homilies have now been publish- 
ed as Tracts; and they may now be had 
complete, in 2 vols. 12mo. in boards, by 
subscribers, at 5s 6d.; and by nonsubscri 
bers, at 6s. Gd. Near 70,000 of these tracts 
had been issued in the preceding year, mak- 
ing upwards of 500,000 in all. The Prayer. . 
books issued in the year amount to upwards 
of 8,000, making nearly 29,000 in all, be- 
sides above 3,000 Psalters. 


The Committee have been as attentive 
as the state of their funds would allow, 0 
the spiritual wants of the deserters confin- 
ed on board prison ships, of the convicts in 
the hulks, and of the British soldiery 
generally. They have distributed a few 
Prayer-books and Homily Tracts, which 
have been found useful, especially amos 
the convicts. 


A Prayer-book Association has beet 
formed at Dudley, in Worcestershue. 


The name of the venerable Bishop “ 
Norwich, has been added to the list © 
vice-presidents, 
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MISSIONS OP THE UNITED BRETH- 
REN. 
{Continued from p. 266.) 
Ili. GREENLAND. 

The Danish war had caused a very long 
interruption of the usaal communications 
with Greenland, and much of the intelli- 
cence lately received from the Missionaries 
refers to the distresses and privations caus- 
ed by this interruption, and the Joy occae 
sioned by the renewal of the intercourse 
and the supply of their wants. The fol- 
jowing occurrence ilustrates some of the 
dangers to which a Greenland Mission is 
exposed :— 


“In December 1812, a party of Chris- 
tian Greenlanders came from one cf the 
out-places, (where they are obliged to live 
ata distance from the setthkement, by an 
rder of government, meant to further the 
interests of trade), to celebrate Cliristmas 
with the congregation. ‘They were desir- 
ous of returning to their families in) Jaiu- 
ary 1813, and set out in their skin-boat 
(Umiat, or woman’s boat), though the 
state of the weather made it very unadvise- 
able to go tosea The whole of that win- 
ter was uncommonly severe, with a vast 
quantity of snow and ice; and all their 
friends begged them rather to Wait for a 
more favourable season: but no remon- 
strances or entreaties were of any avail.— 
They set off when the thermometer was 
twelve degrees under Reaumur’s freezing 
point, and soon liad to encounter the fioat- 
ing tce, by which their boat was crushed to 
Fieces The party escaped upon alarge field 
4 ice, and drove about for four-and-twenty 
nours, when, in the night, a violent storm 
arose from the north, and carried them cut 
to sea. There they must all have perished, 
SiiCe nothing more has been heard of them. 
hey were seventeen in number, old and 
youns, all baptized members of the congre- 
§stion, whose loss we and our peoule very 
greatly deplore.” 


“As to the spiritual concerns of our 
Gonsregation, we have every reason to be 
thankful to God for the mercy and jovine- 
‘indness wherewith He has led us Vieuniam 
this period of distress and external want. 
Amidst all fuults and infirmities, the grace 
®t our Lord Jesus Christ has prevailed 
among us, and our dear people have in ge- 
neral Walked worthy ot the Gospel, placing 


their i ‘ 
eit hope and confidence upon Him, whose 
gth is made perfect in weakness.— 

€ were again supplied with wine 


| Supper 
could have it once a month, they re. 


Stren 
When w 


for the celebration of the Lord’s 
ane) 


joiced exceedingly ; for this memorial of the 
death and sufferings of Jesus is to them 
peculiarly blessed and important, and re- 
news within them that fervour of love to 
their Redeemer which filled their hearts 
when first they were brought to the know- 
ledge of Him by the word of his ercss.— 
By this heavenly repast their faith is 
stengthened, and thei assurance that he 
loves them, cares for them, and will lead 
them safely on to everlasting life, cenfirm- 
ed.” 


In the year 1814, the congregation at 
Lichtenai is described as increasing in num- 
ber and grace. Fitteen had become com- 
Municants, ten were received into the con- 
gregation, and twelve re-admitted. The 
congregation consisted, in all, of 452 per- 
sons. 


At Licheenfels, during last year ten chil- 
dren were born; seven persons were re- 
ceived into the congregation, and ten be- 
came communicants. The congregation 
at Lichtenfels consists of 309 persons, of 
whom 203 live in the settlement, and 97 in 
the out-places : they commonly come hith- 
er to celebrate the testivals and memorial- 
days of the church, and are occasionally 
visited by us and the Greenland assistants. 


“At Newherrnhut, our congregation is 
larger than last year. Only two children de- 
parted this life, and twenty have been born, 
The congregation at Newherrnhut consists, 
at the close of 1815, of 346 persons, of 
whom 188 are communicants ; 11 have 
been added to their number last year. and 
many became candidates; eight were re- 
ceived into the congregation, and two 
re-admitted, whom, with ourselves, we 
commend to your kind remembrance and 
prayers.” 


‘*The word cf the cross,” a Missionary 
observes, *‘ approves itself to be the power 
of God in our congregation. I am astonish- 
ed to see with what diligence they attend 
at the chapel, notwithstanding the severity 
of the weather. Not only adults, but chil- 
dren of five vears old, come to the daily 
morning service between six and seven 
o’clock. At nineis the children’s meet- 
ing, to which again the adults come. Then 
the schools begin. And though these 
meetings are held regularly every day, 
Sundays excepted, they are still so eager 
to attend the evening service, that, half an 
hour before the time, they come into our 
hall and passages, that they mav not miss 
hearing the bet?. , | 
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“* 7 asked a little child of five years old, 
whether it was not too cold to go to 
church ? ©Oh no,? was his answer, *I do 
not feel the cold’ ‘ But it freezes very 
hard’ * When I attend to what is there 
gaid uf Jesus my Saviour, Lam no longer 
aware that it freezes” And from this you 
mey judge of the dispesition of all the rest: 
and that it is not only a love of hearing, but 
thatthe word produces fruit in their hearts, 
not only their declarations but their walk 
and conversation sufficiently prove. The 
child above mentioned may indeed be cal- 
Jed a teacher of others. When he returns 
from the chapel to his parent’s house, he 
generally calls for attention, and then be- 
gins to speak and exhort in such a manner, 
that it strikes every hearer with astonish- 
ment. His expressions are so powerful, 


and to the purpose, im repeating the sanga 
of what he has beard in the Chapel "a 
those present have often been much nse. 
fitted by it, and called to mind that serin. 
ture: * Out of the mouth of babes and suct. 
lings thow hast perfected strength? And 
‘Except ye be converted, and become as litte 
children, ye shall in no wise enter into ph» 
kingdom of heaven.” ; 

Again: © The diligent attendance of oyy 
dear people at church continues, and some. 
times even surprises us, especially in bois. 
terous weather, and dark mornings and 
evenings. But we pity those who are 
obliged to live scattered in the out-places, 
especially the youth: they lose many ad. 
vantages, and the diflerence between them 
and those living on the set(lement is great.” 

(Lo be continued) 


re 
~~ +2 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 


CONTINENTAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Tue marriage of the duke de Berri with a 
Neapolitan princess has been celebrated at 
Paris with great pomp. 


A conspiracy has been detected in Paris, 
for overthrowing the government, murder- 
ing the whole of the royal family, and plac- 
ing’ Napoleon the Second on the throne.— 
The proofs of the plot were very clear, but 
the parties engaged in it appear to have 
been obscure individuals. No person of 
note has hitherto been implicated in it — 
Several of the conspirators have been capi- 
tally convicted, and others subjected to va- 
rious degrees of punishment. 


Holland and Sardinia have acceded to 
what 1s called the Sacred Alliance (See 
our Number for February, p. 127.) May 
the principles of that alliance become uni- 
versally influential ! 


The death of the queen of Portugal has 
been announced, and the succession of her 
son to the throne, by the title of Joseph HH. 


The atrocities recently committed by the 
pirates of Barbary have excited the indig- 
nation of the European powers. In the case 
of England, their conduct is aggravated by 
their having been committed almost imme- 
diately after the Barbary States had enter- 
ed into conycntions with us, renouncing’ 


their piratical practices. A large arms. 
ment has been prepared, and placed wider 
the command of Lord Exmouth, the object 
of which is said to be to suppress these 
freebooters entirely, It is supposed that 
he will be joined by the forces of other 
European powers, 


EAST INDIES. 


The Nepaulese war was about to be re 
newed when the latest accounts left India, 
in consequence of the refusal of the govern 
ment of Nepaul, to ratify the treaty that 
had been signed. It was feared that a rup- 
ture with the Mahratta powers would als 
take place; in which case, the war wil 
extend over a large portion of Hindostai. 


WEST INDIES. 


Letters have been received from Barby 
does, dated 16th May, 1816, which state, 
that “ Martial law is still in foree The 
militia are much harassed by the constant 
and vigilant guard they are forced to keep, 
and by their frequent march about te 
country in search of the insurgents, and in 
escorting those who are to be bung to 
their different places of execution on thet 
owners’ plantations. The great number 
of prisoners on board the prison ships - 
quire a perpetual guard.” ‘* About 1, . 
of the insurgents have already lest the 
lives. The slaves shew much ote 
who remain quiet and keep at their worm 
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1816. | 


«Numbers of Negroes have been shot and 
otherwise destroved, and a great many more 
remain to be executed, They were brought 


‘) by dozens every day.” 


Where isthis work of death to stop? At 
the same time, the Barbadians seem to 
make itacrime that the quiet and peaceable 
art of the slave population should shew 
“culkiness.? Whats it te shew sulkiness? 
To look grave and dejected? And is itin 


Great Britain—Negro Instruction—Catholic Claims, 
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human nature to look otherwise, while 
executions, perhaps of tricnds and relations, 
are the reguiar order of ‘he day; while 
farther arrests are daily multiplied (dozens 
every day ;) while the persons who so lonk 
know not but a similar fate awaits them. 
selves; while the island presenis one great 
Aceldama, and eventhe militia of Barbadoes 
are fatigued with the:rr bloody fabour! 
Would the Barbadians have them to look 
gay under such circumstances ’ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


On the 2d instant the prince regent clos- 
ed the session by a speech from the throne, 
acknowledging the interest that had been 
taken in his daughter’s marriage, and the 
jiheral provision made for her and her hus- 
bund -—announcing his consent to the mar- 

epliace of the Princess Mary with the Duke 
of Gioucester; stating the assurances he 
hud received of the friendly and pacific 


dispositions of the powers engaged in the 


Jate war ;—expressing satisfaction with the 
financial measures that had been adopted ; 
with the arrangements for discharging the 
civil list incumbrances, and rendering its 
future income adequate; and with the con. 
solidation of the revenues of Great Britain 
and freland ;—lamenting the tumults and 
‘disorders which had occurred, and the con- 
M4inuance of the pressure which prevailed so 
generally ; but expressing a confident hope 
‘that that pressure has arisen from tempora- 
rv causes, and will be relieved by the pro- 


“gressive improvement of public credit, and 


the reduction which has taken place in the 
public burdens. 


A few days before the prorogation took 
Place, the Archhishop of Canterbury, in the 
House of Lords, entered into some expla- 


ations, which were intended to vindicate 


the Church of England from the imputation 


casa : - 5 
_ofhaving neglected the spiritual interests 


, of the Negro population in the West Indies. 


dt appeared from bis Grace's statement, 
that three Church of-Engiand Missionaries 
had at ane time been employed in the West 
: Indies; but that at present there are only 
1 two, one at Antigua and another at Nevis; 
and that these are supported from a fund 


g left for the purpose by the great Boyle. In 


Point of fact, therefore, the Church of Eng- 

wad has done literally nothing towards the 

MMstruction of the Negroes, excepting that 

Some of her dignitaries have acted as trus- 

tees of a fund left by an individual of her 
Christ. Obsery. No. 158, 


communion, for the support of West-Indian 
Miss:onaries; and that in that capacity 
they are now paying a salary of 300/. a year 
to two Church-of-England Missionanes, 
But surely such a statement as this, instead 
of vindicating the Church of England from 
the imputation of neglecting the Negro 


population of our colonies, confirms the op- 
probrious charge in its fullextent. Allthe 


Church of England pretends to have done, 
for seven or eight hundred thousand of 
these wretched subjects of the British 
crown, is, that during the last thirty or 
forty years, she has kept two, or at most 
three, Missionaries employed among them, 
whose salaries have been paid trom funds 
provided by the prospecuve benevolence of 
a single individual, Tis a notorious fact, 
that the parochial clergymen of the colonies 
do not consider the Negro population as 
any part of their cure; and, therefore, that 
even where there are such clergymen, the 
Negroes are in the same state of absolute 
destitution, as to spiritual instruction, as in 
those colonies where there are no regular 
pastors Weare gladthat the attention of 
his Grace has been called to this subject ; 
and we trust that effectual means will 
speedily be adopted, under his patronage, 
for wiping away the reproach to which the 
Church is at present justly labie, of neg- 
leciing her sacred obligations towards this 
wretched race, 


The Catholic claims have undergone a 
discussion in the House of Lords, the result 
of which has been more favourable to the 
hopes of that body than any parliamentary 
proceeding which has vet taken place. On 
a motion for taking the subject into early 
consideration in the next session of parlia- 
ment, 69 voted for it, and 73 against it, 
leaving a minority of only four. 


We are happy to state, that the marriage 
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of their royalhighnesses the Duke of Glou- 
cester and the Princess Mary was celebra- 
ted on the 22d instant. Their union has 
afforded universal satisfaction to the nation 
at large ; and we sincerely trust that it will 
fulfil the fair hopes of domestic happiness to 
which it has given birth in the minds of all 
who are acquainted with the estimable 
qualities of these exalted personages. 


The Duke of Wellington has returned to 
England. His presence is hailed with en- 
thusiasm in every place which he honours 
with it. 


Dr. Herbert Marsh has been appointed 
the new bishop of Llandaff, in the room of 
Dr. Watson, deceased. 





The defalcation in the reveny 
the last quarter, is stated t 


cultural difficulty. 

A most nefarious conspiracy has 
discovered among the inferior of}; 
the police, the object of which has been to 
entice unWary persons into the commission 
of serious crimes, for the purpose of obtain. 
ing the rewards consequent on their deter. 
tion and conviction. The Lord Mayor an 
the police magistracy are laudably exerting 
themselves to trace this diabolics! plo: 
through all its ramifications, . 


been 


OBITUARY. 


REV. THOMAS WOODD, M. A. 
Mr. Thomas Woodd was the son of 
George Woodd, Esq. of Richmond, 
Surry, and was born Jan. 31, 1778. 

His natural character was remark- 
able for integrity, plain undissembled 
honesty of expression, and strict re- 
gardtotruth. His original designa- 
tion was for the study of medicine ; 
and, with that view. he was placed 
under the care of Mr. John Woodd, 
Jate of Old Burlington-street, Lon- 
don. 

It pleased, however, the Almighty 
Disposer of events to disqualify him 
for this pursuit by an alarming in- 
flammation of the eyes. This, at 
one period, threatened the total loss 
of his eye-sight. <A cataract was 
formed: this was at length relieved, 
but only partially, by a surgical ope- 
ration. By this circumstance his 
Studies were of course suspended ; 
but by the force of a very observant 
mind, and retentive memory, with 
the aid of an instructor, he acquired 
viva voce a competent knowledge of 
the French language, which he spoke 
with ease and great correctness. 

During this period, he regularly 
attended Divine service at Bentinck 
chapel, St. Mary-le-bone. His mind 
appeared gradually to receive a more 


serious conviction of the excellence 
of Divine truth, of the biesseduess of 
the service of God, and the infinite 
importance of the concerns of eter 
nity. Naturally shy and reserved, 
he always expressed himself with 
great caution and humility on these 
subjects; but his friends perceived, 
with much satisfaction, that his mind 
had acquired a heavenly direction, 
and that he seemed resolved, by the 
assistance of Divine grace, to dedi 
cate the morning of his life to (od. 
As the interruption of his medical 
pursuits had unavoidably retarded 
his progress, and some years had 
now elapsed of the usual period fot 
the regular admission of stucentsia 
physic and surgery, a painfal stated 
suspense occurred as to the future 
application of his time and talents 
At this crisis, his relation, the Ret. 
Basil Woodd, after much mature de 
liberation, and from a full knowleds? 
of his sentiments and dispositioh 
suggested to him the idea of enters 
into the ministry of the Church 0 
England. 
He received the intimation wi! 
his usual caution, and associated," 
his consideration ofthe subjects ove? 
possible difficulty. But his a 
ground of hesitation for a Jong "™ 
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9) amount to 
considerably more than two millions This 


strengthens greatly the argument for cur 
tailing our expenditure in every Possible 
direction, which 1s drawn from the aie 
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»rose from delicacy of conscience, 
jest, as his dereliction of the medical 
profession was the result of acciden- 
ial circumstances, rather than the 
dictate of inclination, it would be 
doing injustice to the sacred office 
of the ministry to permit his mind 
19 be the least attracted towards it by 
temporal considerations and secular 
disappolntments. . 

It was urged upon him, that of all 
offices it was the most honourable 
and useful ; that it would enable him 
to promote the best interests of his 
iellow-creatures ; and that in acoun- 
try village especially, a moderate 
knowledge of physic would endear 
his character to his poorer parishion- 
crs. 

Under these impressions, and feel- 
ing that a college education would at 
all events be creditable, even if he 
finally pursued the study of physic, 
he resolved on preparing for the 
university. He soon revived his 
knowledge of the Latin language, 
with the aid of his relation before 
mentioned, made a very rapid pro- 
gress in the study of the Greek lan- 
guage, and began also to read with 
him the Hebrew Scriptures. 

In the year 1804, he entered at St. 
Edmund's Hall, Oxford ; where, by 
his piety, attention, diligence, and 
good conduct, he conciliated general 
esteem. 

Having taken his degree of A. B., 
he was ordained March 22, 1807, by 
the late Dr. Madan, then Bishop of 
Peterborough, to the curacy of Lois 
Weedon, near Towcester, in North- 
amptonshire, on the nomination of 
the Rev. Thomas Lloyd, Rector of 
that parish. 

This was the only curacy in which 
he ever engaged. His attachment 
to this rustic congregation was very 
firm and unshaken. He trusted that 
his labours in this vineyard were not 
in vain in the Lord ; and he felt that 
affection for the Rector and pari- 
shioners, that, though advantageous 
Proposals were made to him, he 
vould neyer be persuaded to quit a 
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spot where he hoped it had pleased 
God to prosper the first efforts of 
his ministry. 

He was conscientiously attached 
both to the doctrine and discipline 
of the Church of England, rigidly 
exact in his conformity to the rites 
and usages of the Establishment, and 
very suspicious of whatever he ap- 
prehended to have a tendency to 
weaken or depreciate its importance. 
The following affectionate testimony 
of the Rector wiil exhibit his estima. 
tion of his services. In a letter 
written to Mr. T. Woodd the 15th 
of last March, he thus expresses 
himself :— 

* You are indeed a friend anda 
brother. Iam reacy to say, 1 may 
perhaps not again have such a fellow- 
labourer, such a comfort to me ;— 
one who will naturally care for me 
and my people, and to whom I shall 
se so untied. What have 1 lost in 
yourself! Yet I dare not complain. 
Is not this the day of our probation ? 
And must we net be ‘tried s:ones,’ 
ifwe are to bear our place in that 
spiritual temple, of which Jesus 
Christ himself is the chiel corner 
stone? Such thoughts reconcile me, 
and soothe my soul, now that lexpect 
you will soon be ad:itted into the 
blissful rezions of peace and glory. 
Your work and labour of love is not 
only remembered with melancholy 
pleasure among us here, but will 
aiso be remembered before your God 
in the last great day. When, how. 
ever, you shall receive the crown of | 
glory, you will know on whose head | 
to place it; for you have foundthrough 
all the road, and will to the end, the 
truth of those words ‘ Without me 
ye can do nothing.’ Leave to your 
Lord the way in which he shall bring 
you to himself in glory, and only beg 
that he will be magnified in you, 
whether by life or by death, We 


cannot forget you, till we forget our- 
selves.”’ 

To this gratifying encomium it is 
only justice to add, that his mind was 
solid and perspicuous, his memory 
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484 Obituary: Bev. Thonas Woodd. 


alive.”’.....After taking a little refresh- 
ment, he revived, and said, ** To know 
Jesus Christ is lite eternal.” He then 
recollected the beautiful anecdote re- 
corded by Bishop Burnet, of Dr.lish- 
er, Bishop of Rochester. When cru- 
elly condemned by Henry VIII. to 
be beheaded, as he came out of the 
Tower of London, and saw the scaf- 
fold,he took out of his pocket a Greck 
‘Testament, and, looking up to heaven, 
he exclaimed, * Now, O Lord, direct 
me to some passage which may sup- 
port me through this awlul scene.” 
He opened the book, and his eyes 
glanced on the passage: “ This is 
life eternal to know thee, the ONLY 
TRUE Gop, and Jesus Curist, whom 
thou pastsent.” The Bishop instant- 
ly closed the book, with this cjacula- 
tion :—** Praised be the Lord, this 
is sufficient for time and eternity.’’ 
Mr. T. Woodd adverted to this 
anecdote, and remarked,—* Oh, for 
amore realizing view of the glory 
and grace of the Lord Jesus! Oh, 
that the Lord may lift up the light of 
his countenance upon me, before I 
go hence and be no more seen?” 
May 7.--He seemed very low, but 
calm and tranquil. When Mr. B. 
Woodd came in, he Said in a voice 
scarcely to be heard, “I was in hopes 
that, before you called again, I 
should have been beyond the reach 
of sin and sorrow.” Mr. B. Woodd 
replied, ‘* Well, you are languishing 
into life.”’ He said, “I trust I am; 
but I fee] such extreme exhaustion, 
such difficulty of breathing, such 
shortness of breath, I feel it very dif- 
ficult to keep down the risings of 
impatience. I bless God I feel much 
more composed and happy than I did. 
Your visits and prayers have been a 
great consolationtome. I rest upon 
Christ ; on Christ alone ;—on that 
precious blood shed for sinners! Mr. 
B. Woodd repeated those consolato- 
ry portions of Scripture :—lIsa. i. 10; 
Matt. xi. 28; and John vi. 36. He 





remarked, ™ These are indeed pre- 
clous promises to the heavy laden. 
Tt 
Lord, | come to thee > and him that 
cometh, thou wilt in no wise cast out.” 
It pretend rnp that Heb, yy, 
oFllat ny weight tove ae 
e ; Ong Ccon- 
solation, who have fled for retuge to 
lay hold on the hope set before them,” 
It was remarked, * This strong con. 
solation Is not limled to those who 
are rejoicing with holy trium 
is the sortie of those a wr dhe 
for refuge, 7. e. wuo feel the burden 
of their sins, and with mixed fear and 
hope are applying to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for grace, pardon, and reluge, 
He will not cast such out.’ Mr, Tf. 
Woodd replied, “ These indeed are 
words of great consolation. And be- 
ing almost dying, he said, ** God bless 
you, my deur cousin: many, many 
thanks for your kind, consoling vi- 
sits.’ About half past nine, Mr, B. 
Woodd bade him farewell for the 
last time they were cver to meet on 
earth. 

About eleven o’clock he said to his 
attendant, ** I believe now I have ta- 
ken leave of all my friends. Put my 
bed in order for the night.....Now | 
feel comfortable and happy. Do not 
speak to me any more—lI wish not to 
be disturbed.” He was apprehensive 
that death was approaching, and was 
desirous to compose his mind to pre- 
pare for the sulemn, awful, yet bless- 
ed moment, when he hoped to mect 
his God. He lay very quiet till about 
twelve, when he fell into a tranquil 
sleep, from which he never roused ; 
and at half past four, Wednesday, 
May the 8th, expired, aged thirty- 
eight years and about three months. 

He had expressed a great dread of 
the article of death ; and thus, by this 
placid mode of removal, his mercitu 
God spared him the consclousne- 
of the last moment of life. 

Such a death reminded the writer 
of this memoir of two similar occu! 
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rences. The one took place in the 
instance of the celebrated Archbishop 
Usner. Toe language of this truly 
great man frequentiy was, * May I 
die with these words on my lips, 
God be merciful to me a sinner ?” 

‘The otiner instance occurred on the 
death-bed of a pious, Jaborious mi- 
nisier, Mr. Thomas Hooker. When 
he was dying, a friend said to him, 
‘ Brother, you are going to receive 
the reward of all your labours.” He 
instantly replied, ‘ Brother, [I hope 
[am going to receive mercy.” 

On May the 14th, his remains were 
deposited in Paddington church-yard ; 
and on Suaday evening, May i9th, 
his funeral sermon was preached, at 
Bentinck Chapel, by the Rev. Basil 
W oodd. 

Tae foregoing memoir is a lesson 
of instruction; and its practical lan- 
guage is, * Remember thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth.’ Our de- 
ceased friend was once in good health, 
and bid fair for advanced years. His 
short history is a lesson, and repeats 
the admonition, “ Boast not thyself 
of to-morrow.” 

Let youth then take warning, be- 
gin now to serve Gud, and without 
delay learn to be wise tor eternity. 

This short history also illustrates 
the usefulness of the parochial clergy. 
It is gronted that in the sphere of a 
country parish, especially a small vil- 
lage, there is nothing brilliant, or at- 
tractive to the worldly-minded. But 
the conscientious, faithful, attentive 
pastor, has opportunities of personal 
usefuiness and endearment among his 
parishioners whicix more large and 
populous spheres rarely admit of.— 
There with quiet perseverence he 
sows seed for eternity—seed which, 
although it may long seem to be 
dormant, yet is not lost: it will in 


i ume spring up, and bear blessed 
tuit. 


Obituary: the Rev. John Crossé. 





485 


Finally, this short narrative ad- 
monishes us, to prepare to meet our 
God. 

Death is often lightly regarded, 
and lightly spoken of when at a dis- 
tance ; but, us our deceased friend 
often expressed it, itis an awful thing 
to die. The writer of this memoir 
has visited many hundreds on their 
dying bed, but never saw one whose 
mind did not at that period seem very 
solemn. He has often seen * con- 
sternation turn the good man pale.” 
—May this short memoir prove a 
means of quickening his own spiri- 
tual diligence, and that of all who may 
read it! Work while it is called to 
day ; for the night cometh when no 
man, can work. 


B. W. 


Ene 


THE REY. JOHN CROSSE, M. A, 


Yesterday, in the 79tb year of his 
age, deeply lamented by his nume- 
rous flock,and in the full triumph of 
faith, died the Rev. John Crosse, M. 
A. upwards of thirty years vicar of 
Bradford, in Yorkshire. 

As a Christian, he was most ex- 
emplary in his conduct; and as a 
minister, most unwearied in his dili- 
gence and attention to the duties of 
his station. He was a zeulous pro- 
moter of the cause of his Great Mas- 
ter; and though he had been blind 
for several years, yet he was continu- 
ally going about doing good. In him 
his people have lost an affectionate 
and tender-hearted pastor—society 
an intelligent and useful member—. 
and the poor a benevolent and faith- 
ful friend. 

Some of his last words were, * All 
is well; allisright. I have no fears: 
Iam quite resigned : Thanks be un~ 
to God which giveth us the victory.” 

J. Fs 


Bradford, (Yorkshire,) 
June 18, 1816. 
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Answers to Correshondents—Errala. 






ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


Rev. H. Walter, M. A. Mathamatical 
Professor in the East-India College at Ha- 
leybury, 

F.H Hutton, Master of Biddeford Gram- 
mar School, Devon 

Rev. G. Morris, Mead Master of Pen- 
zance Grammar school, Cornwall, with 
Church annexed. 

Hon. and Rev. Henry Lewis Hobart, D. 
D. Dean of the Chapel Royal Windsor, 
and of Wolverhampton, and Register of 
the Urder of the Garter, vice Dr. Legge, 

Rev Hugh Percy, M A. Prebendary of 
Canterbury. 

Kev. Dr. Buckeridge, Archdeacon of 
Coventry, wice Vyse, dec. 

Rev. Dr. Ontram, Chancellor of the Di- 
ocese of Litchfield and Coventry. 

Rev John Hume Spry, Hanbury V. co. 
Stafford, 

Rev. John James Watson, D. D. Arch- 
deacon of St. Alban’s. 

Rev. C. Rose, Slapton, Rand moiety of 
Pattishall V. co. Northampton, 

Rev. Robert Morgan Vane, M. A. Islip 
R. with Lowick R_ co Northampton. 

Rev Sir Hl. Rivers, Bart. Walcott R. 
Somerset. 

Rev. Dr. T. Brookes, Avening R. co. 
Gloucester, vice Thornbury, dec. 

Rev. Walter Gee, M. A. Lecturer of St. 
Andrew’s the great, Cambridge, wce Hag- 
witt, resigned, 

Rev Henry Watts Wilkinson, M. A. St. 
Gregory and St. Peter Perpetual Curacy 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 


Rev. Dr. G. Austin, Maynooth R, near 
Dublin, - 
cey. James Speare, M. A. Rotherhithe 
hi. Surrey. 
Rev. G. Alban, Ulandvillo R. Denbish 
,, “ae ii 
vev Hf. A Hughes, Chaplain in Ordina. 
‘y tothe Prince Regent. 
Rev. Edward Rodd, D. D. Lamerton V. 
Devon, 
Kev. William Eyre, M. A. Hillesden 
Perpetual Curacy, Bucks. 
Rev, Robert Hamond, M.A. Pensthorpe, 
R. Norfolk, 
Rev. Edward Smedley, Powderham R. 
and North Bovey R. co. Devon, 
Rev. Sir Willtam Robert Kemp, Bart, 
M.A. Florden R. and Gissing R Norfolk, 
Rev. Perry Dicken, Poughill R. Devon, 
kev. W. Hicks, Whittington R. with 
Cubberley, co. Gloucester. 
Rev.J. Parsons, Glinton R. with Peykirk, 
co. Northampton 
Rev. Henry Tayler, B. A. West Ogwell 
R. Devon. 
Rev. S. J. Priest, Billingford R. Nor. 
folk. 
Rev. J. BG Tompson, LL. B. Tompson 
Perpetual Curacy, Norfolk. 
Rev J. Howard, Burnham Deepdale R. 
Norfolk 
Rev. John Coldham, Stockton R. Nor- 
folk. 
Rev. J. F. Williams, Phillips’s Norton, 
V. with Charter-house Hinton annexed, 
co. Somerset. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The proposal of Onesimvs will be taken into consideration. We hope he will find, 
in the present Number, some solution of his doubts 


We are obliged to J. A. for his suggestions, and to AN OvERSEER OF THE Poor, for 


his communication, 
STrEPHANAS has been received. 


Tr M’s hint will be attended to in due time. 


‘Lhe paper of E. M. B. is left at the Publisher’s. 
ToJ P. we beg to say, that we trust no degree of provocation will ever tempt us {9 
make our work the vehicle of any thing which might wear the air of personal attack 


or defence 
hering rigidly to this rule. 


He will see, we are persuaded, the justice and propriety of our ad- 


We are desired by Mr. Bei.uamy to state, that his Answer to the Bishop of St. 
David’s Reasons against publishing a New Version of the Bible, is contained in the 
Twenty-sixth Number of the Classical Journal, published on the Ist of July last. 


ERRATA. 


i_ast Number, p. 362, col. 1,'l. 35, after men, instead of a semicolon, insert a period. 





- . - 1, 45, after Scripture, instead of a period, insert a comm’ 


